TAKS Formatted Exam Discussion


TAKS is a reality in all Texas public schools. Students must perform well on these exams to move through and exit the school system, thereby granted a high school diploma. As an agricultural science teacher I believe the holistic approach of our agricultural science program gives students a unique perspective and opportunity to learn, which is not found in the traditional academics. 

The integration of classroom instruction, supervised agricultural experiences and FFA coincides with how learning takes place. Specifically, the three domains, cognitive, affective, and psychomotor can occur when students are fully involved in their schools agricultural science program. Why am I discussing these things we already know about our agricultural science programs? Because our program is a reflection of the TAKS formatted exam. Agricultural sciences classes can be taught to develop higher order thinking skills. The TAKS exam gives pictures, scenarios, and tables for the student to interpret, real life situations for the students to apply the knowledge they have a learned. Is this not what we strive to do in our agricultural science programs? By not giving TAKS formatted exams we drop the ball in giving the students the opportunity to be challenged and express the knowledge they have learned.

The challenge in developing these types of exams is the time and effort it takes, but more importantly the affect on students who traditionally take the bulk of agricultural science courses. Obviously, methods can be put into practice in the classroom to develop the student’s skills in expressing their knowledge in writing for an exam. For example, the student will be instructed to prepare essays or outlines on two or three topics, but on the exam the student will only write one essay on the topic the teacher selects.

By taking on the challenge of creating TAKS formatted exams to evaluate our agricultural science students, our program becomes part of the team. Schools and students will come to appreciate what we already know; our lives depend on agriculture. 

