PPT Assignment Paper

For my ppt presentation I took the one I had designed for my lesson plan assignment and reworked it. I believed my first one was too long, but atlas, my second one is the same length. However, it is definitely more appealing, more bells and whistles. 
The first change I made was to add color. I found lavender to be an appealing color contrasted with dark blue lettering. I have added a variety of features to make it more interactive.  While my added effects may engage the students and start conversation, I learned from my lesson presentation that the ppt is in itself a special effect, a visual aid, not to be used as an end all to teach course content. When I taught my lesson I believe I may have relied too much on the ppt, mainly, because I was unsure of myself.  Also, it had seemed the best way to present the bulk of the material for the lesson. I added slides with specific information, such as demonstrating how one handles introductions. While I cut out or combined some of the material, the added slides for objectives, introduction, summary, and evaluation, gave the ppt the same number of slides as my first ppt. The added slides represent the outline of my lesson plan (e.g. link, objectives, summary, etc) and are essential. 

As I mentioned above, I learned that the ppt is a tool, a visual aid, just as the handouts I had planned for the lesson are tools to aid the student in learning the lesson content. Obviously, students can gain information from the slides (e.g. definitions, statements about etiquette and manners), but flexibility is key. When the students became engaged with a sheet I had given out on 19th century etiquette, I missed an opportunity for the students to learn. Transitioning from slide to slide and from ppt to an activity and back again needs to be smooth. You can’t lose the attention of the students, and connections have to be made between the two mediums.

I have learned quite a bit from this assignment. For me, it was a lot of work. I can see why teachers may not use ppts to present course material. However, once you have developed them, your lesson planning should be simplified. It is the application of ppt in the classroom that is the trick. To me, it all boils down to experience. And that takes time and practice!
