19th CENTURY ETIQUETTE

Handout B

BASIC SOCIAL RULES FOR LADIES

ALWAYS 

· Graciously accept gentlemanly offers of assistance 

· Wear gloves on the street, at church & other formal occasions, except when eating or drinking
NEVER 

· Refer to another adult by his or her first name in public 

· Grab your hoops or lift your skirts higher than is absolutely necessary to go up stairs 

· Lift your skirts up onto a chair or stool, etc.

· Sit with your legs crossed (except at the ankles if necessary for comfort or habit)

· Lift your skirts up onto the seat of your chair when sitting down (Wait for, or if necessary, ask for assistance when sitting down at a table or on a small light chair) 

· Speak in a loud, coarse voice
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19TH CENTURY ETIQUETTE 

Handout B

BASIC SOCIAL RULES FOR GENTLEMEN
ALWAYS 

· Wear gloves on the street, in church & other formal occasions, except when eating or drinking 

· Stand up when a lady enters a room (or your presence in a large room) 

· Stand up when a lady stands 

· Offer a lady your seat if no others are available 

· Assist a lady with her chair when she sits down or stands, especially when at a table or when the chairs are small and light 

· Retrieve dropped items for a lady 

· Open doors for a lady 

· Help a lady with her coat, cloak, shawl, etc. 

· Offer to bring a lady refreshments if they are available 

· Offer your arm to escort a lady (with whom you are acquainted) into or out of a building or a room at all social events, and whenever walking on uneven ground 

· Remove your hat when entering a building 

· Lift your hat to a lady when she greets you in public (Merely touching the brim or a slight "tip" of the hat was very rude)

NEVER 

· Refer to another person by their first name in public 

· Curse or discuss "impolite" subjects when ladies are present 

· Leave a lady you know unattended, except with permission 

· Use tobacco in any form when ladies are present 

· Greet a lady in public unless she acknowledges you first (see "Always" #12) 

· Eat or drink while wearing gloves
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