Name____________________



Date____________________

Things Fall Apart Study Guide

Chapters 20-22


1. What does Achebe mean by “the tragedy of his [Okonkwo’s] first son”?

2. What plans does Okonkwo have for Ezinma and Obiageli?

3. What have the white men brought to Umuofia in addition to the church?

4. According to Obierika, how have the whites “put a knife on the things that held us together” (page 176)?

5. Important political issues in the United States are education, jobs, and the economy.  What evidence is there that these are now becoming important issues in Umuofia?

6. What is at stake for Okonkwo—and why is it particularly important to him to maintain the old ways?

7. How does Reverend Smith compare with Mr. Brown?

8. Explain the line on page 187, “It seemed as if the very soul of the tribe wept for a great evil that was coming—its own death.”

9. Prediction: “…for the moment the spirit of the clan was pacified” (page 191):  How long will it be before there is more trouble?

