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Things Fall Apart Study Guide

Chapters 14-16


1. Uchendu and his sons are generous and helpful to Okonkwo.  If he had committed an intentional—“male”—crime, how might they have acted differently?

2. What are “the nuts of the water of heaven”?

3. Why is Okonkwo so depressed?

4. What do you think is the purpose of the family meeting called by Uchendu, pages 133-135?

5. What frightening news about Abame does Obierika bring?

6. Is Obierika serious when he tells Okonkwo he could thank him by killing one of his sons—or himself?

7. The white missionary spoke through an Ibo interpreter.  What was funny about this?

8. Why did Nwoye tell Obierika that Okonkwo is not his father?

9. Prediction:  What effects do you think the arrival of the missionaries will have on the future lives of Okonkwo, his wives, and his children?

