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Things Fall Apart Study Guide

Chapters 1-3


1. How did Okonkwo become famous even beyond the nine villages of Umuofia?

2. Why did Okoye come to see Unoka?  Do you think Okoye was angry with Unoka?

3. How was Okonkwo able to become wealthy and famous when his father owed so much to everyone?

4. Judging from the last few sentences of Chapter 1, how important do you think Ikemefuna will be in this story?  What do the words “doomed” and “ill-fated” tell you?

5. What important news does Ogbuefi Ezeugo bring the 10,000 men in the marketplace—and what action is taken?

6. What happened to the boy Ikemefuna?  How does he feel about his new home?

7. What is Okonkwo’s greatest fear?

8. How did Okonkwo find a positive side to the sad harvest?

9. Prediction:  Will Ikemefuna be treated as a son or as a slave by Okonkwo and his family?

