*Romantic Era Study Guide*
For questions 1-5, fill in at least one title of a piece written by each author—bonus on the test if you can name more!

1. Ralph Waldo Emerson

2. Henry David Thoreau

3. Nathaniel Hawthorne

4.  Walt Whitman

5.  Emily Dickinson

For questions 6-13, match the title of the piece to the genre category it falls under.
6. Civil Disobedience
7. “The Minister’s Black Veil”

8. “Song of Myself”

9. Self-Reliance
10. [Because I could not stop for death]

11. Nature
12. Walden
13. [I felt a funeral in my brain]

a. poem

b. short story

c. essay

d. novel

e. play

14.  List 4 main themes in Romantic literature. (look at notes from the Romantic packet)


a.





c.


b.





d.

For questions 15-25, 1) identify the author of each quote and 2) choose one of the 4 themes that it exemplifies (is an example of) and explain why it is an example of that theme.

15. “[The lover of nature’s] intercourse with heaven and earth becomes part of his daily food.”

1) author
2) theme
16.  “‘He has changed himself into something awful, only by hiding his face.’”

1) author
2) theme
17.  “‘This dismal shade must separate me from the world: even you, Elizabeth, can never come behind it!’”


1) author

2) theme
18. “”There will never be a really free and enlightened State until the State comes to recognize the individual as a higher and independent power, from which all its own power and authority are derived, and treats him accordingly.” 

1) author
2) theme
19.  “I am not responsible for the successful working of the machinery of society.”

20. “I think that we should be men first, and subjects afterward.”


1) author

2) theme
21. “If you have built castles in the air, your work need not be lost; that is where they should be.  Now put the foundations under them . . . .”


1) author

2) theme
22. “Nature never became a toy to a wise spirit”


1) author

2) theme
23. “The flowers, the animals, the mountains, reflected the wisdom of [the wise spirit’s] best hour, as much as they had delighted the simplicity of his childhood.”


1) author

2) theme
24. “What I must do, is all that concerns me, not what the people think.”


1) author

2) theme
25. “Whoso would be a man must be a nonconformist.”


1) author

2) theme
26.  Define Free Verse:

27. Define Slant Rhyme:

28.  What 3 purposes did dashes serve in Dickinson’s poetry?

--

--

--

29.  Which of the following is NOT a stylistic feature of Romantic literature?

Lonely protagonists



Strong use of literary conventions

Long, complicated sentences

Tragic tone


Philosophies that “go beyond” normal thought

30.  Be prepared to write a POEM.  You must either follow Whitman’s example and write a free verse poem or Dickinson’s example, using stanzas and slant rhyme. The topic must relate to one of the 4 main themes of Romantic literature.

1) author


2) theme








