A Raisin in the Sun Study Guide

1.  Write things that only appeared in the play in the left column and things that only appeared in the movie in the right column.

Play
Movie




2.  Define round character
     Which characters are round?

3.  Define flat  character
    Which characters are flat?

4.  Define dynamic character
     Which characters are dynamic?

5.  Define static character
     Which characters are static?

6.  Define foil
     Which characters are foils, and for which other character? What do they bring out in the other character?

7.  How does the setting of A Raisin in the Sun affect the play?

8.  Describe some dialogue from the play.

9.  Describe a monologue from the play.

10.  Describe a stage direction from the play.

Use the following words in a complete sentence:

11. rebuffs

12. mutual

13.imploring

14.  futile

15.  pretenses


16.  conspicuously

17.  exuberant

18.  exasperated

19.  indignantly



20.  insinuatingly



21.  vigorously

22.  refrain

23.  raucous



24.  nonplussed

Match the following with their definitions.

25. Emphatic

26. Furtively

27. Gait

28. Sullen

29. Vindicated

30. Undaunted

31. Tentatively

32. Plaintively

33. Ofay

34. Melodrama

35. Precariously

36. Graft

37. Incredulity

38. Unobtrusively

39. Indictment

40. Martyr

a) Expressive of suffering 

b) Dishonest gain (especially of money)

c) Derogatory term for a white person

d) Charged with a crime or an expression of disapproval

e) Characterized by a lack of security or stability 

f) Exaggerated emotion

g) Free from blame

h) Not noticeably

i) Uncertain, not fully developed

j) With emphasis

k) Sneakily

l) One who suffers for a cause

m) Not discouraged

n) Manner of walking

o) Gloomy and quiet

p) Disbelief

Choose one of the following prompts to write at least ½ page in response. Responses should be well-organized and address all parts of the prompt.  Circle the prompt you choose.

a.  Write a poem about one of the symbols from the play and what it represents.

b.  Lindner and Johnson represent two sides of the same coin, you might say.  What do they both represent?  How are they alike, and how are they different?

c.  Which residence is more of a home to the Younger family, the apartment on the South side or the house in Clybourne Park?  Explain why you think so.

d.  Write a monologue from the perspective of any of the Youngers about what it means to be the head of the family.  Be sure to apply elements of the term monologue and the character’s

