Oedipus the King Test

WRITE ALL ANSWERS ON A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER.  DO NOT MARK ON THE TEST.

Match the letter of the name on the right to the correct description(s) on the left.  Each name is used at least once, and some are used more than once.  Only write the letter on your answer sheet.

1. Wrote the play Oedipus the King

2. Is the cause of the plague in Thebes


3. Oedipus’s adopted mother


4. A blind prophet


5. Shares power in Thebes with his sister and brother-in-law


6. Saved Oedipus’ life when he was a baby by giving him to the messenger


7. Tells Oedipus Polybus is dead


8. Got killed at a crossroads


9. Hanged herself


10. Blinded himself with his wife’s brooches (pins)


11. Tells Oedipus his fate is to kill his father and marry his mother


12. The old king of Corinth


13. Killed people who did not solve her riddle until Oedipus solved it


14. Takes over as king of Thebes at the end of the play




a) Tiresias

b) Sphinx

c) Sophocles

d) Shepherd

e) Polybus

f) Oracle

g) Oedipus

h) Messenger from Corinth

i) Merope

j) Laius

k) Jocasta

l) Creon

Use the word bank below to fill in the blank in the descriptions below, then complete the sentence.  Only write the word and the completed sentence on your answer sheet.

Chorus


Dramatic Irony

Hubris

Tragedy

15.  _______________ occurs when the reader or audience knows something important that a character does not know.  An example of this is in the play is . . .

16. _______________  is a play in which the main character is brought to ruin or suffers great sorrow.  The great sorrow that Oedipus suffers is when . . .

17.  ______________  is excessive pride or self-confidence.  In Greek tragedies, this often leads to a character’s downfall.  Oedipus showed that he had this characteristic when he . . .

18. _______________ is a group of performers whose function is to comment on the action that has just occurred in a drama and to sing and dance between scenes. [no sentence to complete for this one]

Write short answers to each of the following questions (need not be complete sentences).

19.  What 3 parts make up a Greek tragedy? (Hint: we are missing 2 of those parts)

20.  What are 2 problems facing Thebes at the opening of the play?

21.  What 2 punishments does Oedipus say he will impose on the murderer of Laius?

Choose one of the following and answer with one complete paragraph.  That means indent, 5-7 sentences, and it should be organized with a topic sentence!  Write the letter of your selection above your paragraph.

a) Tragic heroes like Oedipus are supposed to have a “tragic flaw,” or some one thing wrong with him, that leads to his downfall.  Choose one thing you think is wrong with Oedipus and explain how you think it led to his sadness at the end.

Or

b) The chorus suggests that Oedipus was so miserable, he should have just killed himself.  Explain why Oedipus chose to punish himself as he did and why he did not kill himself.

Extra Credit: What was the name of the god who Greek plays were performed for, or what was he the god of?
