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Memoir:

A story from my life
We have read not one, not two, but FIVE autobiographical accounts.  Can you name all of the pieces and their authors?  No?  How about a refresher?

1. from The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin by Benjamin Franklin

2. from The Life of Olaudah Equiano by Olaudah Equiano

3. “Go Carolina” by David Sedaris

4. from Black Boy  by Richard Wright

5. “Requiem for a Lowrider” by Rudolfo Anaya

(3rd only) 6. “The Eye of the Beholder” by Grace Suh
You may use any and all of these as a model as you write your own story.  You have already been through several pre-writing activities to prepare you for this.  Do I hear, “Another refresher, please”?  Well, all right.

1.  List of 7 stories from your life (1st & 2nd only)

2. Daily Stretch about one of those stories (1st & 2nd only)

3. Three-paragraph life story (past, present, future)

4. In-class one-page story that illustrates what kind of person you are

5. Memoir format 

Hopefully by now, you have something interesting to write about with a beginning, middle and an end.  That is, you have an episode from your own life.  “An episode” means an EVENT, ONE thing that HAPPENS.  For an episode, you need . . .

  1.  Exposition.  Like they say, “You can’t tell the players without the program!  So you, the author, must    provide the reader with background on . . .



a. characters


b. setting

c.  the situation when the story starts

2. Inciting incident.  What sets the ball rolling in your story?

3.  Rising action.  There should be at least 3 things leading up to the highest point of action.

4.  Climax.  This is where the action or the tension is at its highest.  THIS is as good (or bad) as it gets.

5.  Falling action.  There should not be more than 2 things leading to the end of all action from the episode.

6.  Resolution.  No more action.  That’s the end.

7.  Denouement.  But there is more!  You must tell the reader where you are now—as a result of this episode.  Be sure you tell the reader why you are writing about this particular episode.  What does it show?  What can you learn?  (And no, “Ms. Killian made me” will not get you a passing grade.)

You will be graded on . . .

1.   Exposition:  Include the 3 elements + eloquence (30%)

2.   Inciting Incident:  Recognizable beginning of the episode (5%)

3.   Rising Action:  At least 3 things leading up to the height of the action/tension + eloquence (20%)

4. Climax through Resolution:  Progression of action to a solid ending (10%)

5. Denouement: At least a full paragraph that addresses the present’s relation to this episode (25%)

6. Grammar and Usage (10%)

