Mango Journal

Choose 5 of the following prompts to respond to in a response that is AT LEAST one paragraph.  You are to write 5 other one-paragraph entries on topics of your choosing.  You can make them up, or you can choose some more of the prompts on this page. You will be handing in a ten-entry “Mango journal” on Friday, December 12.
1. “My Name”

What’s your name mean?  Look up in baby books, online, or if you know it.  

Choose a different name.  What does it mean to you?  If you absolutely must, use your own and explain what it means to you, why it is you or should be you.

2. “Laughter”

How can people tell you’re related to your family?  What do you have in common?  Why might people not realize you’re related at first?  Pick one relative.

3. “Those Who Don’t”

Has anyone treated you differently because of how you looked?  What about how you looked were they reacting to?  Pick a specific incident and describe how you felt and how you think that person felt and why.  

4. “There Was an Old Woman She Had So Many Children She Didn’t Know What to Do”

How could the Vargas children be helped?  Why don’t they get help?

5.  “Hips”

What do hips mean?  What do they have to do with growing up?  What are they for?  (do NOT just copy what the girls say)  Why is Nenny not in the same world as the other girls?

6. “Papa Who Wakes Up Tired in the Dark”

How is death a part of growing up?

7. “Born Bad”

How much of how your life turns out has to do with fate?  How much do you control? How much control did Esperanza have over Lupe’s death?  Why does she feel responsible?

8. “Geraldo No Last Name”

What is the most hurtful name you can imagine being called.  What makes it so hurtful?

9. “Edna’s Ruthie”

Make a list of what’s wrong with Ruthie.  Draw a line.  Now make a list of what’s right with Ruthie (at least 5 things right)

10. “Sire”

When did you first notice them noticing you?  What is Esperanza realizing?  Compare to “The Family of Little Feet” and to “The First Job”

11. “A Smart Cookie”
Pretend you are Esperanza’s mother and write about your life—your family, your house.

12. “Alicia & I Talking on Edna’s Steps”

How can Esperanza make Mango Street better?

