The House on Mango Street Final Project 
Below are several options that you may choose for your Final Project.  (Note that one option is inventing your own project, but that there are guidelines.)  Your Final Project is a Writing/Project grade worth 300 points total. The project you choose from A-H will be 50% of your Final Project grade.  You may complete the project by yourself or in groups no larger than 4.  The other 50%, which  must be completed independently, will consist of . . .

1.  a story read to the class or on tape   (10%)



2.  a one-paragraph analysis of a figure of speech from the story (10%)



3.  a one-page reaction to the story, or to the book as a whole (20%)



4.  a one-page connection paper, connecting one story, one character, or the whole 


book to anything else we have read in this class this semester (10%)

A) Interview with Esperanza after she has grown up: written script, filmed, or performed live.  It must include 


1) her future occupation and where she lives


2) no fewer than 3 specific references to details from the story

B) Map or drawing of Mango Street with key places from stories labeled (at least 5 stories)

C) Poetry book (or poster) inspired by The House on Mango Street: 

1 character poem (as or about a character) 

1 imagery poem (referring to images from the book)

1 Mango Street poem (about the street or written from its perspective)

1 symbol poem (choose a symbol and explain its deeper meaning poetically)

1 original poem of your choice, inspired by the book or a story

D) Name book: List the names of ten characters from the book and look up the meanings of their names.  Explain why each name fits each character or create your own meaning. (bonus if you name the nameless characters, find the meanings, and explain how they fit)

E) A portrait of Esperanza, at least 9 x 12, no paper showing.  May be in medium of the artist’s choice, paint, pastels, crayon, pencil, marker, cut or torn paper.  Must include at least 1-page with 


1.  A character analysis of Esperanza with at least 2 citations (direct quotes from the text with parenthetical documentation)

2. An explanation of the medium, colors, and format chosen, why it suits the portrait and Esperanza and/or the book

F) Recorded soundtrack for the stories, at least 4 songs, you may choose songs or write your own.  There must be lyrics, and you must include a complete, typed copy of all lyrics.  Include one paragraph for each song (that’s at least 4 total!) that explains 

1.  What story it goes with

2.  How the melody fits the story

3.  How the words fit the story

G) A brochure on how to help the Vargas kids and kids like them.  Create your own program, but you are to base it in research into actual programs.  Address one specific problems that one or more of the Vargas kids has.  Must include a title and illustrations as well as writing and two MLA format citations for programs you researched.

H)  A project of your own creation.  It must incorporate one page of writing and a provable connection to the book, and you MUST get my approval before beginning.

