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English III

Romantic Era Essays & Fiction


1. A sage is someone known for his or her . . .

2. According to Thoreau, what should people respect?

3. An appropriate response to a benefactor would be . . .

4. At the last minute, the narrator of “The Pit and the Pendulum” is saved from . . .

5. Describe the mood of “Rappaccini’s Daughter”

6. Describe the style of “Rappaccini’s Daughter”

7. Describe the tone of “Rappaccini’s Daughter”

8. Emerson and Thoreau’s essays might be called transcendental because . . .

9. Emerson asserts that society encourages people to . . .

10. Emerson suggests that three essential parts of genius are . . .

11. Thoreau argues that government is most helpful to the people it governs when . . .

12. What might someone with no integrity do if there is a test coming up?

13. What is an activity that your parents might sanction?

14. How does the narrator of “The Pit and the Pendulum” believe his fate is compared to other fates?

15. How did Thoreau seem to feel when he was in jail?

16. How do you act if you are experiencing lethargy?

17. If there is a great din in the room, there is a lot of . . .

18. In “The Pit and the Pendulum,” the pendulum threatens to kill the narrator by . . .

19. Name one thing the narrator of “The Pit and the Pendulum” never reveals.

20. What are some characteristics of “Rappaccini’s Daughter” that makes it an allegory?

21. What is something that might impede traffic?

22. Emerson indicates that people should behave in ways that are consistent with . . . 

23. What is the main theme of “Rappaccini’s Daughter”?

24. What might you do to receive an admonition?

25. Where do Transcendentalists believe the truth is found beside in one’s self?

26. You could see a latent image on  film by . . .

Be prepared to answer the following with a well-organized paragraph.

Explain what Emerson means by the statement “Trust thyself: every heart vibrates to that iron string.”

