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Welcome to Ms. Killian’s English III class!  You are in for a full semester, let me tell you.   Expect a little fun, a lot of intellectual stimulation, and, above all, a challenge—but a healthy amount of challenge.  I only ask what I know you have the capacity to do, even if you are not quite aware that you have that capacity yet.  I expect that by the time you leave, you will each have learned a little something about your country’s literary history, a little something about effective communication, and a little something about yourself and your classmates.  

Please note: this is SUPPOSED to be the hardest year of your high school career! 

My email addresses: KILLIANL.FHS@ROBESON.K12.NC.US or LCKILLIAN@BELLSOUTH.NET
School phone number:  (910) 737-9060
Home phone number :  (910) 738-2339

REQUIRED MATERIALS:  TO BE BROUGHT TO CLASS EVERY DAY

· (1) 1 ½” 3-ring binder 

· college-ruled loose-leaf notebook paper

· #2 pencils 

· blue or black ink pens

· highlighters (at least 2 colors) 

· appropriate text (e.g. novel, grammar book, textbook)


TASK: put a check mark by all of the materials you still need to get and list them at the top of your Notebook sheet under “Materials Needed.”

COURSE DESCRIPTION From the North Carolina Standard Course of Study
Students in English III analyze United States literature as it reflects social perspective and historical significance by continuing to use language for expressive, expository, argumentative, and literary purposes. The emphasis in English III is critical analysis of texts through reading, writing, speaking, listening, and using media. 

In addition, the student will: 

· Relate the experiences of others to their own. 

· Research the diversity of American experience. 

· Examine relationships between past and present. 

· Build increasing sophistication in defining issues and using argument effectively. 

· Create products and presentations which maintain standard conventions of written and oral language. 

Strands: Oral Language, Written Language, and Other Media/Technology

Competency Goals:

Competency Goal 1:  The learner will demonstrate increasing insight and reflection to print and non-print text through personal expression.

Competency Goal 2:  The learner will inform an audience by using a variety of media to research and explain insights into language and culture.

Competency Goal 3:  The learner will demonstrate increasing sophistication in defining issues and using argument effectively.

Competency Goal 4: The learner will critically analyze text to gain meaning, develop thematic connections, and synthesize ideas.
Competency Goal 5:  The learner will interpret and evaluate representative texts to deepen understanding of literature of the United States.

Competency Goal 6:  The learner will apply conventions of grammar and language usage.


TASK:  Highlight all of the verbs in the 6 Competency Goals, not including the helping verb “will.”  Copy these onto your Notebook sheet under “Competency Goals” and fill in key words from the goals.

EXPECTATIONS

Here’s What to Expect from Me . . .

1.  I will respect and care for students, both as learning beings and as human beings.

2.  I will provide ample opportunity for learning for each student; this means a maintaining an emotionally, mentally, and physically safe place to learn and encouraging curiosity and discovery.

Here’s What I Expect from Students . . .

1.  Watch your language.  Do not use words that could offend or hurt your classmates or your teacher.  You know which ones they are!

2.  Respect other people’s property and personal space.

3.  Begin working on the starter activity BEFORE the bell rings.

4. Keep all food and drink outside of the building.

5. Obey all school rules.


TASK:  Underline keywords in the student expectations that will help you remember what is expected of you.  Copy them onto your Notebook sheet under “Expectations.”

Consequences: If You Choose to Violate an Expectation . . . 

1st time:  Warning

2nd time: 1 minute after class

3rd time:  2 minutes after class, behavior contract

4th time: Call home

5th time: Discipline referral written up, and student sent to the office

Severe Disruption:  Student sent IMMEDIATELY to the office

AFTER SCHOOL HELP I promise to be in my classroom after school for AT LEAST 15 Minutes Everyday.  If for some reason I cannot, I will post an alert on the notepad on my door.  We will set up weekly Study Shabang days as a class.


TASK:  Under “Weekly Study Shabang,” write down the day of the week chosen in class.

PLAGIARISM

Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s ideas or writing as your own.  Cases of plagiarism will result in a parent conference and grade adjustment.


TASK: Under “Plagiarism” on your Notebook sheet, briefly list 2 things you could do that would count as plagiarism.
TARDIES

The first two times you arrive late to class, I will warn you and make a note of the incident.  The 3rd time means a discipline referral to the administration.  This pattern repeats with warnings the 4th and 5th times, with a discipline referral for the 6th, and so on in the same pattern

PLEASE NOTE:  You can only get ISS for tardies TWICE, no matter the class in which the tardy policy was violated.  After the second visit to ISS, you will get OSS for tardies.

GRADING

For Regular Sections 

Daily class work and homework . . . . . .15%

Major tests . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30%

Quizzes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20%

Writing/Projects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35%

For Honors Sections 

Daily class work and homework. . . . . . .15%

Major tests . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30%

Quizzes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15%

Writing/Projects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40%

The following are the lower limits to earn each grade.

A+ = 100%

A  = 94%

A- = 90%

B+ = 87%

B  = 84%

B- = 80%

C+ = 78%

C  = 75%

C- = 73%

D+ = 70%

D = 67%

D- = 65%



TASK:   Highlight the grade you expect to get in this class and write the letter and minimum percentage you need to earn that grade on your Notebook sheet under “Personal Goal.”

ATTENDANCE/MAKE-UP WORK

Attendance is key to success in any class.  It’s simple: if you are not there, you either miss what’s going on, or you have to play catch-up.  To facilitate catching up, the Class Calendar will be available online and on the class computer daily.  The Class Calendar can be found at www.localendar.com/public/lckillian or by clicking on the calendar link for the class. If a student is absent, he or she should . . .

(1) consult the Class Calendar and the Assignment Stash folder  at the back of the room for materials for the missed day. 


(2) Ask classmates for explanation of the materials and additional information needed.


(3) The final step is to check with the teacher.  I cannot possibly keep up with every absence.  The student MUST assume responsibility and come see me if he or she is absent.

Absences --The student has 5 school days after returning to submit or make up missed work without penalty.  It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements with the teacher to make up missed quizzes or tests.  On the 6th day, any work not made up falls under the Late Work policy.

Late Work:  1 day late, 10 points off      *    2 or more days late, 50 points off     *    Over a week late, 75 points off


TASK:  Write 2-3 words each under “When Absent” on your Notebook page to sum up the 3 steps to take when you are absent.

COMING ATTRACTIONS

Our readings will span different periods and cultures of the United States.  Some of the major works may include Their Eyes Were Watching God, The Great Gatsby, A Raisin in the Sun, The House on Mango Street, The Crucible, and Chief Joseph’s 1879 speech at Lincoln Hall.

Major writing projects may include Debates, Memoirs, Career Research Papers, and Connection Papers.  The final will be a project on a work from American literature of the student’s choosing.

Welcome to English III!!!
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