DEFINITION 

In a definition composition, the writer identifies a key word or concept, explains it to the reader, and answers the question “What is it?” A definition composition goes beyond the concise, formal dictionary definition to distinguish details and characteristics clearly. A definition composition often explores the nature of something, considering such aspects as where and how the word originated and evolved, what the word is not, denotations and connotations of the word, and/or complexities and cultural contexts of the word.

· As a finalist for a civic group scholarship contest, write the speech you would give the local civic group defining prejudice. 

· Advertisements, commercials and magazines give a worldly definition of beauty to consumers. As the editor of a new magazine that will focus on inner beauty as opposed to outer beauty, write a letter to send to prospective buyers that defines what beauty really means to you. 

· In response to conversations heard between classes and at lunch about shows such as “The Bachelor” and “Joe Millionaire,” write a letter to the editor of your school newspaper explaining the meaning of true love. 

