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ACTION REPORT: GPERATION HUSKY: SIGILIAN CAMPAIGN.

REPORT COVERS CRRONOLOGIGAL ReGLRU

OF BLUE HEADQUARTERS VESSEL'S OPER-
ATIONS UNDER COmMMANDER TASK CROUP 86.5
OF J055 FORCE IN LANDING ARMY_FORCES
ON BEACHES TO CAPTURE THE PORT OF
LICATA, ALSO FCRWARD3 REPORTS OF

LCT (L)'S AFD LST'S ERGAGED IN MISSION.
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DEﬁLASS‘FlEB Bizerte, Tunisia

25 July 1942
From:! copminder Task Group 86,5,
To ¢ Conmander Task Force Bb. 1% s
Subrject: Report of Musky Operation.

Enclosure: ]’L'(..!L) Chreonologicsl Record, Flue H.Q. Vessel.

1, In sum Task Group Bb.5 carried out its part of Operation Husky
in accordance with CTFTs plans and aders. It is felt a better picture is
conveyed by Enclosure (A) than by deseription, necesserily varbose, However
QTG 86,5 wonld like to draw attemtion to certain features to the end that
they receive consiceration in the exeoution of future cperations.
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2. L.5.T,.s do not maintain tight enmigh formation. In spite of -

aignels to clese up, to take proper statlon, snd so on they persist in L
straggling to an incrdimte degres. This nzkes visual communicatidon alow, b

diffienlt and uncertain., It resulis in ezsy lozg of ceontact at nights

3. L.S.T.8% were observed in cases te be operating the elevator
without pguides. Also there were instances where 15 ton tanks had been
placed on the rain deck although the elevator is rated at a maximumo load of

22,400 pounds,

L. During the approach teo blus and yellow beaches the COTF demanded
maximum speed. Dus to the tendency of the L,S5.T.s to maintain far too much
distance initially, and to the fact also that each successive ship increased
speed incividually as he rocely ed the p.d.l signal, the L.5.T. formeticon be-
esme attenuated to the point shere ship to ship coctact was lost. A1 L.S5.T.s
aprived off blue and yellow beaches but they arrived witheut proper fornation, B
some yellow ships actuelly anchorirg east of blue. A1l zmips anchored too
far off shore alsc as a result of being unable to meintain clese contact.

5. It is felt that no further copment on the use of LCI{L) as head-
quarters ship is here recessary. t

6. CTG 86,5 fecls thet sxcept for a few indlvidual instances the
ships and personnel of his task group performed creditably and merited the
approval and praise bestowed by the higher achelons of coommand.
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SEHIﬁla L0400

D=1 DAY
1535

2200

2230

2235

2328

2330

2335

DAY

0000 H=165
o0CL  H=164
o020 H=145
0021 H-Lhh
o025 H-l40
op30  H-135
0105 H=100
o115 B=%0
030 H=T5
0145 H=-60
OlLLé  H=59
oLy HeST
6200 H-h5
0235 H-10
ozh6 Hel
0300 H4LD
3L H$26
0315 H$30
0323 H438
0325 HL0
o351 HiLb
0332  HELT
O340 HESS
o3hT  Hi62
0353 H4b8
0355 HYT0
o422 Hi97
o430 B4105
oL50 H{LZS
o455 H+130
CL57 H¥L32
0520 H¥LS55

passed Gozo Light abeam to starboards

Biscayne increasing apeed and caining distance ahead,

Losing visuel sontact with L3Ts. Reduced spesd to drop back.,
Lost wisual contact with Bilscayme.

Ficked up unicentilfied 13Ts astern and directed them to follow.
No discernible 13T formation visible.

S5ighted Cueed reference vessels

¢/C to 012 AN

5ighted Charlie referencs ves5el.

wre Ly

-
w
-4
L)
b
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Passed Cueen abean to port.

sighted flares and explosions aver 1apd te starboard.
Sighted Biscayme pessing ahead from port to starbozard.
e/C to 008 (t).

Jearchlighis appearsd on beaches ahead.

Seapchlight extinguished.

Sighted signal of Blue pefersnce vessel,

searchligh s pn beach re=arpeared.

anchored L3Ts in c0.paliy. HR Due to errors in navigstion L3Ts,
were not anchored 28 close in &5 planned, nor Wwere they in pre-
scribed and planned formetion.

Jeapchlights at this time were pointing Lo seaward.

LGVP subatituted for damaged scout beet departed for beach.
During this interval P.G. ship eruised arcund transport area
pickling up blue LSTa, Found also some yellow L5Ts in blue arei.
111 L3Ts lovering woata,

LOVEs moving Lo rendezvous &red.

Searchlights on beath extingnished,

Five searchliphts apoin probing seavard.

1CVFs lait rendezvous area for line of departure.

First wave of LCVFs mssed line of departurd,

Heard gunfire in blue bezch arsa.

Radio silence prcken by GTF.

First wave of LCI{L)s passed transport area headed in. !
First wave of LCVPs beached.

3econd wave oi 16I(L)s passed transport erea headed in.
seccnd wave of LOVPs beached

Rozb burst off pert quarter of Hls Ship.

First boats retracted and returning to trensport =reds
Considerable firirg on blue bsach.

Searchlipghts apparently extinguished by gunfire.

Saveral grass [ires purning above blue beacha

Sound of gunfire oo biue beach ceased.

First wave of LCI(L)s peechad,

Firat wave of 1L0I(L)s retracted, '

Regimental command Wave, 1CI(L) 88, 2 LCVP, 1 Duck, departed
for beach. .
T{pgt LCVEs returned to transport area to be hoisted.

tir attack.

Remainder of LGVEs returned to transport area Lo he hoisted.
Conmender Boat Flotilla One reported all operative boats had
retracted and returned. NB From five to eight were stranded,
four of these had weeched to eastward of rocks on eastern end
of blue beach.
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0520  H4L55 Adr Attack.

0530  HeLGS LCI(L)s returning, Wave ender reported all retracted
and landing proceeding patisfactorily.

0530  H¥LES Wine ducks launched by 15T 318 and procceded 1o beach.

0532  HE1ET Shore betiery fired on ships. o hitge

0540  HELTO Remsinder of LCI(L)s headed sut for rendezvous,

o546 Hil8l Flight of P-L('s over plue beach fired upon by oW shipg,.

0555  H4L90 Directed L3T 388 to weach with pontoon couseway. 3C 635
ascorted reaainder of Ducks to beach.

0555  H4L0 10I{L) formbtion departed for Bizerte.

p558  HYL93 Proceaded seaward with 5C 697 to pick up and direct arriving z
1CTS,
0410 Piclted up LCTs meking best of their way, Semt those with tanks . :
in with 3C 69%. Gathered the remainder of blue LCTs and led -
them in to blue reference vessal, 1"'
0627 {CTs beginning to beach, LCT 42 and LOI(L) €8 which latter -
had stranded wers damaged by ensmy shore battery. =
0629 Tatablished radio contact wlth blus beach, Unloaded LCTs "
directed to proceed Dime or to Marry L3Ts in accordarce with ™
MNe oy
0755 Shore battery out of actinn,. w
oaLl Moreno delivered causevay to LST 318, She was directed to assist ar
LCI{L) 28 but accomplis hed nothing in that direction. X
0902 Army recuested ceasation of A1 naval punfire. 1
o930 157 385 beached and landed causewaf. .
1005 1LST 918 beached amd landed causaway. :
1020 187 332 beached ard took causewsy Crom L3T 358, E
1030 15T 288 retracteda.
1045 19T 317 failed in attempt at beaching and lost stern anchor, 3

WE The handling of this ship was severaly censurable throughout
the whole of Iusky operation.

1aL5 LST 718 came adrift ard was forced to retract without having
aecomplisihed landing of 155 mm gund.

1320 Adr raid, 5

115 LST 317 beacted am took cCaugewaY.

1420 15T 373 (yellow) beacied and took canseway. B LSTs 310, 315,
316, 349 unloading bY LCT.

25 LST 332 retracted.

1435 LST 338 beached Lo tzke cansewsys

163D Ar raid.

1700 15T 317 retracted,

1210 Adp raid.

1900 18T 373 retracted.

1930 18T 338 retracted,

240 Commencad unleading LST 158 {yellow) by LCT.

OL32 15T 349 completed unloading by LCT.

0500 Unloaded Li5Ts directed to rendezvous.

0625 LST 318 beached and took causeway to finish unteading,

0730 L3T 158 (yellow)} beached ta finish unloading.

oG Commenced forming convoy JT3 at Roger Iltem.

0810 sMr raid on blus baach. LST 158 hit by bomb amidships, torched

of f and was gutted,
18T 318 retracted. A11 blue ships unloaded except LST 388
with deck load of ammuoitiog.
0504, Convoy JTW3 underwvay for Bizerte.
1015 CTG 16.5 recaived orders to go ashore on blue beach. Tarned
convey coupand over ta €.0, LST 318.
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Chritiolosical order of svents of "OU day, July 10, 1943,

Houre ___Event,
Do0L Tires fron binbs lighting up SHCTE .
020 B.5,8, BICCATLY cros ed bow Trommort to starbord,
Large searchlight chining seavard ITom baacha.
100 Approaching wazen with LET s esieru of course of 0009, T
0105 ~parchlisht Trom besch srrening Sed A5nile | 3
0115 v rTg anchoring of shore. Tea lapge sgarcrlighis on hesch  phining -
seawsard sgoine | o
(130 12T 5 lowering: nmall bonts. : ;
LAS Smnll boats from LETs 1o water cruising around sncihored LiTs, l__
Lights on berch of ¢, Tires 5iill burnings. .
r-
0144 Lirhts swerning capward efain, v
QLG Pive large searchlicghts playing on Sea. chree red flrras ab zooulk EE
1 minute intervnls of T port side, 4mall bozts fron LOTA loading |
up, nird =nd sea subsided aooaent. i
02ls +lashes from bomb bursts or zunfire to risht of firea on shorés :2
0245 hnohored of fzhore in about 30fethoms of water. Sa~rchlirhia on E
chore turnsd on nEAln, gunfire Vrom shore,
0253 Anehor eweizh, lied fleres on oeach off pord boam, Seareiligit stil’
pleying oveD HEne F
a2o8 hnchored onoe sgein. Gunfire hoord on beach in vicinity of searehliphic. ;
wl
! 0311 woye of LCIs passing off port boan on WRF in to kteach, L
f 031% Gunfire @ miles ezst of Blus beach, -
G316 ounfire cesesd . -
0323 Sacond wave of LCIs passing off how on WAy into besch, |
P 0330 Gunfire one nile west of Bluc beacits. |
0331 Bomb burst of T pors auarier. b
0332 ¢all bonts returnings )
0335 Aunfire 110 degress from rendezvous RIS 1
0337 Gunfire continuess :
Q340 gmall bost elongslides Hgavy guifire on haseh, L
0347 Gunfire put out searchligit on bluebeach. "
0353 finite light appecTs on blue bheach,
0333 cte.d red lizht apposys on blue beach,
0355 Gunfire ceanes on blue hesch,
017 Bamb burst of f port bedms |
Qb0 Tyo small boats alongslde to disembark Army personrel.
0430 Four LOT s repocted beacheda |
0431 vlares from airplanes 090 degrecd.
QLAdL Flarea from alrplanes —weat of blue brach,
0450 Arrp personnel left ships .
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Events of "M dgpy, comtinued,

Hour . Event, L __

D455 Five soall bocts returning from besch.
Battleship or hoavy erusier off zord quarter bosherding Lezch.

Q457 intleairereft fire zoirg up fron shivs.

0520 Uoat flotilla one retuwrned, Boals vent in at 0305, lo hoat
snsuslties rerorted, Feavy entlesireraff firo being put up,
thig vescel or=ned firo on SWIOoTing enemy pleng, Oruslers o
dostroyers still blasting beoch,

0525 Crwdisers =nd LOGs sre bombardin: snor: inste)lations, Antiepipecaft
fire ofT port bow,

0530 LCI 89 referts that little or no trcuble ob bluc beach. Lardings
rade and trocns dlsemtarked,

Ga3l Plane 1:unchad frem LOT 306,

0532 Shore botiery firlag at sunehered chipa, one hit of pori beam -t
anotber of T wort cun:ster.

0536 Viecrpiss on LOI g8 fpom phore botley,

0540 recond isne lew.ched from LT 326,
Saventaen LOIz returning o romdacvous.

0546 Several P-i05 pasecod over boach amd weers {ired upon by l-nding craft
ond corbat rhips.

0555 LST 32 oriercd into beach, S0 495 Lating daelks into Teach. Enze
of gnale Tromn pundire covors bezch,

0558 Alepeside S0 6.7, Cem sxder ardoered her Lo find LCTs and cscort then
to beachs

0620 et seyveral Blue LGTa coneid-rably off ghorc. Ordered them to dis-
emberk vanicles on Leach.

0627 Herding for beach escorting LoPS, The beach 1w belng shelled, woiemy

apnarently not Bble to sight torcets, LCTo discrburied vehicles on beach 25 [irs
consed, LGTs retwned To unte=d LSTs, e LCT damazed by enety gunfire.

o5 411 I5Ts cmiercd to delwy berehing until further orderss

0651 Crulser on wort beam firing on chore installsticng ageln,

oy a5 Sheve hattery firing o ghips landinn on bluc beech.

o750 LOTs being ordersd to marTy 15Tsa

755 Standine oat tovicrd se= to cheelr om blue L3Ts

0205 ILSTe rovinz in cloger to teach whick ig beinz chelled sgeln By

ecrdeera, LET 288 relecced rentoons chout five niles off shore and

is towing them in,

0833 “ant out nlemgoite 14T 317 ond orderad Ler to meve into beneh.
Crutser sholling chore ingte’ letiors in eity of L1CATA,

0240 Orreyed tug to sttompt selvegs on LT 8H,

0930 U.2.3, IaT 282 brought pontocns szhore, Gtrer biro beach LiTs wre
unlesding viz LCTs

0935 Apehored off blue bouch zpiroximetely L mile,

0550 Cymiser and destroyers again bombording LICAT A,

101 LCT 318 beached arnd nlsced vontcons chesd 1o nerch, unlonded via
pontodnte

1020 U.5.5. 15T 332 borched =nud begain unl onding,

1045 15T 317 berched and lost storn FnohOT .

1105 1ST 217 retracted smehorod offehoro.

1330 Airreid, high sltiiude, no sprorsrt demeis,
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Hour,

Chrorological order of svents of "DO day, July 10,1943,
continued,
EPwvent,

LL0GC

1630
1810

Severel cmell short lived sir paids, Sall ships et verk unl cading
on beseh by rontoons, or using LGTs,

Air ppid, bombs droscieg of f port been,

LET 317 of 7 beseh, Oenerel cucrters— short aireraid,
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