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Internet Research:

How to find what you looking for online and use it in your paper

Part 1:  Internet Basics

1. My score on the quiz:  ____________

Answer the following questions in your own words: 

2. What is a search engine?
3.  Why are results different when using different search engines?




4. Use a search engine (see links on bottom of linked page) to look up Plagiarism: 


Name of Search Engine: _____________________________________________

The URL and title of the first site in the search results: 



The URL and title of the second site in the search results: 


5. What is a directory?  How is it different from a search engine? 



6. What are the benefits of using a directory over a search engine?  The drawbacks? 

7. Choose a directory (see links of bottom of linked page).  Do a search in the directory for Plagiarism.  List the top 2 sites in the search result: 


Name of Directory: _____________________________________________

The URL and title of the first site in the search results: 



The URL and title of the second site in the search results: 
8. Answer the questions in the search activity.  Write the URL where you found the answer along with the answer: 
· What are the date of birth and the birthplace of Edgar Allan Poe?
 

· In what year did Ireland gain its independence from Britain?

· What movie won the Academy Award for Best Picture in 1976?
 

· What is the tallest building in the world? How tall (in feet) is it?
 

· In 1849, people from all over the world—known as 49ers—traveled to California in search of gold. Water was scarce during the trip. Some businessmen in California knew this and began selling water to the 49ers. How much were some 49ers willing to spend on a glass of water?

 

9. What is a URL? 

10. What are the 5 main parts (don't confuse with extensions) of a URL? 

· _____________

· _____________

· _____________

· _____________   and/ or _____________

· _____________


11. What are the 5 main extensions where websites 'live' and what does each one mean?

· ___________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________________________

12. Using the answers in #10, identify the parts of the URL of my webpage: 

www.  =


geocities =


.com =


/lcheby/ =


cheby =


.htm =
13.   Guess the URLs: 
CNN
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
Columbia University
National Geographic
Sierra Club
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
American Red Cross
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Part 2:  Evaluating a Website

1. What 5 questions should you ask when evaluating a website?

2. Can we be sure that all information on the internet is checked by editors or fact-checkers?   

What questions can you ask yourself to be confident a site has accurate information? 



3. If a site does not have a date showing when the information was posted or has a lot of broken links, would it be a good site to use for research? 


How can the site’s extension help us decide if the site is valid for research?  
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Part 3:  Creating a Strategy
1. Formulate Questions





2. List Possible Sources 

a. ___________________________________________________________

b. ___________________________________________________________

c. ___________________________________________________________

3. Identify Keywords and sources 



4. Choose a search engine to use: 

5. Write down the keyword(s) you entered in the search engine:

6. 3 sources from search engine you think will be useful (Page title and URL)
a. ___________________________________________________________

b. ___________________________________________________________

c. ___________________________________________________________

7. Directory Name and URL:  
8. 3 sources from directory you think will be useful (Page title and URL)
a. ___________________________________________________________

b. ___________________________________________________________

c. ___________________________________________________________

9. What is a boolean search and the three types of boolean searches? 

10. Write down which fields you entered each word in your boolean search.

11. Write down three new possibly useful sources (Page titles and URLs):
a. ___________________________________________________________

b. ___________________________________________________________

c. ___________________________________________________________
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Part 4:  Citing Sources
1. What is plagiarism? 

2. Name three things you can do to avoid plagiarizing. 


1. 


2. 


3. 

3. What is paraphrasing? 

4. What is the difference between plagiarism and paraphrasing? 



5. When should you use direct quotations?

6. What is the difference between an in-text citation and a works cited list? Do you need both? 

7. What information do you need for the in-text citation? 

8. What information do you need for an entry on the works cited list? 

9. Examine the MLA Citation Examples then try the activity to see how many you get right. Correct your answers as needed.
