Los Altos High School (2006-2007)

World Literature

Instructors:
Arantxa Arriada, Lisa Bonanno, Joanne Miyahara, Michael Moul, Galen Rosenberg

Texts:
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou; All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque; Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe; Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya and other fiction, poetry, non-fiction and film as assigned.

Prerequisites: “C” grade in freshman-level English course or teacher recommendation

Length of Course:
one year

Credits: 

10 units 

UC/CSU: 

Yes/Yes

	WHAT STUDENTS CAN EXPECT FROM THIS COURSE


COURSE DESCRIPTION:
World Literature is the college-preparatory literature and composition course for sophomore students. Through reading assignments, writing assignments, research and other projects, classroom discussion and other instructional activities you will improve your language arts skills.  World Literature Multicultural covers the same major texts and assignments as other World Literature sections, but with more of an emphasis on multicultural issues within an ethnically balanced class.

EXPECTED SCHOOL WIDE LEARNING RESULTS:

Your work in this class will help you become 

1. Critical Thinkers:  You will read challenging texts, develop your understanding through interactive discussion, express your ideas orally and in writing, and in the end, think critically about your own ideas, others’ ideas and the world around you. 
2. Knowledgeable Individuals:  As a class or in small groups, you will read and respond to works of literature that broaden your horizons—personally, culturally and historically. You will learn how to conduct research using primary and secondary source material.
3. Collaborative Learners:  You will work in groups on a variety of projects, both in and out of class, in which you share ideas, listen to one another and make group decisions in a respectful, open, friendly manner.
4. Self-Directed Learners:  You will take responsibility for your own learning, by organizing your homework time to complete short and long-term projects. You will seek out ideas and information by researching a topic that you select yourself. 
5. Responsible Individuals:  You will complete all of your work in a manner that meets high ethical standards. In working with others, you will contribute in a manner that supports effective group participation.
6. Community Participants:  You will use the learning experiences in class to build knowledge and skills that will enable you to participate more consistently and effectively in the classroom, in the school and in our community at large. Through the research project, you will engage in our community through the learning process.

7. Effective Communicators:  You will improve your skills in communicating an idea or line of reasoning to others, in written and spoken form. For example, you will make oral presentations, participate in a variety of discussion modes, and write expository and narrative papers in a variety of modes. You will express ideas in a variety of artistic media. For example, you will experiment with both analytical and fiction writing, use art as a means of communicating your understanding of literature, and explore and create projects via word processing, presentation programs, and the Internet.   

ASSESSMENT AND GRADING :
Semester grades in English courses reflect the teacher's assessment of the student's skills and work performance in relation to his or her college preparedness.  Students expecting to apply to four-year colleges after graduation should earn "A" or "B" grades on all major papers and projects, typically two per quarter. Reading quizzes, informal writing assignments and other class and homework are also significant as an assessment of a student's skills and also of his or her "work ethic" in completing daily assignments.  The amount of time and effort required to complete an assignment determines its "weight" in relation to other assignments.  Students expecting to earn "A" or "B" grades must demonstrate a college-preparatory "work ethic" by completing all work, on time, over the course of the semester.  A "C" semester grade is satisfactory for continuing in college-preparatory course work but is generally not an acceptable grade for entrance to four-year colleges following graduation.  A "C" semester grade reflects this level of performance in reading and writing skill, and in work ethic, over the course of the year. Writing, Reading and Work Ethic standards for each letter grade are specifically described on department rubrics that are shared in all college-preparatory classes. Class participation, assessed through discussion and other activities, will raise or lower an otherwise borderline grade.

	WHAT IS EXPECTED FROM THE STUDENT 


DAILY ASSIGNMENTS: 

Come to class with your organized English binder, the book we are studying, paper, writing utensils, homework, and an open, thinking mind.  We expect that you will complete all class and homework assignments, take comprehensive notes on both reading and discussion ideas, and participate fully in all discussions and activities. You should expect to spend 30-45 minutes per night on reading and/or writing assignments.  

ATTENDANCE: 

We will follow the district attendance policy. Be in your seat when the bell rings or you will be marked tardy.

LATE WORK/MAKE UP WORK: 

Do not cut class. You cannot make up work missed for unexcused absences, including quizzes and presentations. If you have an excused absence, check with a reliable classmate for what you missed. It is your responsibility to find out about make up work. In general, you have one day to make up missed assignments, quizzes, tests, etc. for every day of excused absence, unless otherwise arranged with your teacher.

More than one major assignment turned in late in a semester will almost certainly lower a semester grade by one full letter grade. This could have a very significant effect on one's college options upon graduation. Please see the attached course policies handout for a clearer description of late homework and major assignment penalties. 

CLASSROOM RULES: 

Respect yourself: Do your best work; take pride in your work.

Respect others: Treat others as you would like to be treated. 

Respect our classroom and school: Come to class on time, be physically and mentally

prepared to work, and raise the level of our performance by your example.

All work for this class must be created by you alone, for the purpose of this class, this year. Any work that does not fit these criteria will not be accepted and the assignment may not be made up. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. The LAHS cheating policy will be strictly enforced.

HELP:

Plan to meet with us about your work at least once a quarter.  We strongly encourage you to speak with us whenever you want.   

I encourage you to talk with me or ask for help at any time.  I will be available during lunch, during zero, and at other times by appointment.  My voicemail phone number is (650) 960-8466. However, the best method to contact me is via e-mail at lisa.bonanno@mvla.net 

