To Kill A Mockingbird

Essay Assignment
The concluding assignment for the To Kill a Mockingbird unit is a thesis essay.  Your goal for this essay is to explore more thoroughly, one of the topics we have covered through class discussions and activities.

The goals of your essay include:

· a thoughtful and insightful exploration of one aspect of the novel

· a well-written, organized and mechanically sound (grammar, punctuation, etc) 

paper

· evidence of the complete writing process including: outline/concept web, rough draft, peer revision and final draft

Topics to choose from:

1. Who is the character that best fits the “mockingbird” metaphor as described by 

Harper Lee?

2. Who is the most courageous character in To Kill a Mockingbird?

3. What kind of parent is Atticus?

4. Which character or characters have the greatest (most) impact on the town of Maycomb?

5. What are the most important lessons that Jem and Scout learn through the course of this novel?

6. What does the novel teach about justice, prejudice, respect, human nature OR any other topic of your choice? (Choose one theme.)  

For one of the above topics you will create an opinion based thesis statement and support your thesis with commentary and evidence from the text.

Writing Process:

1. Think about the topic you want to explore.  Spend 20 minutes writing down your thoughts and ideas.

2. Review your brainstorming notes.  Highlight key ideas and questions.

3. Write the main argument of your paper in statement form (This is called your thesis statement)

4. Look for examples from the texts or other sources that you can use to support your argument.

5. Organize your ideas into an outline 

6. Write your first draft.  Remember: Write in literary present tense, use proper quote format, embed quotes, and use transition words and phrases between examples.  

7. Read through your essay. Revise, edit, and rewrite.

Essay Assignment Requirements:
· Typed, double spaced, font size 12-14 only

· Introductory Paragraph including hook, context and thesis statement

· 2-3 fully developed body paragraphs with topic sentences, examples/evidence, commentary and clincher sentences.

· Concluding Paragraph

· Completed rough draft, outline, brainstorming work, and other writing notes.






