Writing a Brief Narrative:

An Autobiographical Incident

Using Maya Angelou’s Narrative Writing Techniques
Maya Angelou, in her autobiography I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, creates an evocative and compelling story through her skillful and artistic use of many narrative techniques. Her use of well developed characters, realistic dialogue, detailed settings, thoughtfully chosen moments from her life and poetic prose illustrate a number of writing techniques we can learn from.

The final draft of your narrative should be between 1500-2000 words.

Be sure you follow these suggestions in creating your own narrative autobiographical incident:

1. Limit the plot.

The period of time in which the incident takes place should be brief—no more than one or two settings over a very short period of time—minutes and hours, not days and weeks.

2. Create a setting that the reader can see, hear, feel, touch and taste.

Use concrete sensory details to create a vivid picture of the place and time.

3. Create real, believable, individual characters.

Describe important details of the major characters’ actions, physical appearance and dress.

4. Use realistic dialogue to develop character and advance the plot.

Use the language of the characters in a realistic way. Use speech tags (she asked, he shouted), narrative interjections, and other description to help your reader hear and see the conversations that take place.  Be certain to format dialogue correctly.

Some models of similar narrative sections from I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings:

Pg. 23-27/29-33 
(“One summer morning…” to the end of the chapter.)

Pg. 80-84/96-100 
(“The chifforobe was a maze…. Next time you visit I want you to recite.”)

Pg. 111-115/133-136 
(Whole chapter)

Pg. 115-120/136-142 
(Beginning of the chapter to the break on page120.)

Due Dates: 
See Calendar for drafting due dates 
Final Draft Due Wednesday, November 8th 
Narrative Writing Feedback Rubric

	Plot and Structure


	· Open the story with a stronger hook.

· Focus on scenes in the plot that reinforce the mood/themes of the story.

· Conclude the story with a more satisfying sense of closure.

· Be sure the story has a beginning, middle and end.

· Cut out unimportant scenes/plot points 

· Add important scenes to the plot so that there is more movement in the story.

· Use a plot, characters and/or setting that you know and understand better.

	Character
	· Use details of action that reveal each character’s personality.

· Use details of appearance that reveal each character’s personality.

· Develop the inner world/thoughts of the characters using interior monologue.

· Use dialogue that reveals each character’s personality.

	Setting
	· Describe the setting of the story using concrete sensory details: sights, sounds, smells, tastes, touch.

· Focus on more significant details of setting, ones that develop mood or reveal character.

	Narrator/

Point of View
	· Use a more omniscient narrator.

· Use a less omniscient narrator.

· A change in point of view from first to third might make the story more effective.

· A change in point of view from third to first might make the story more effective.

· Stick to a consistent narrative point of view: either first (I/we) or third person.

	Style and Voice
	· Use figurative language in descriptive passages that is consistent with the mood/theme of the story.

· Vary sentence length and form to increase or slow the pace of the story.

· Use diction that is more consistent with the mood/theme of the characters and the story as a whole.

	Mechanics and Presentation
	· Correct any spelling and sentence structure errors.

· Final draft should have a more polished, professional presentation.

	Completeness/ Revision
	· Story or drafting is not complete as assigned.


Comments:

Author:___________________________

Commentators:____________________________________

Comment Sheet: Brief Narrative/Autobiographical Incident
What could the author do to more fully develop the setting of the story? (Remember to provide sensory and concrete details related to sight, sound, smell, taste and touch.)

What could the author do to more fully develop the physical description and personality of the main characters? (Remember to provide concrete and specific details related to appearance and action. Use of interior monologue can develop the narrator’s personality.)
What could the author do to improve the use of dialogue? (Remember to format the dialogue correctly and to use narrative interjections to describe the manner of speech and the character's actions and appearance while speaking.)

What could the author do to limit the plot, if necessary, to a brief period of time with no more than one or two well-developed scenes?

What other suggestions do you have to improve the story? 
