Maya Angelou 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Oct 9 

Check out CB

Peer Response on Revised Drafts 

HW: Final Draft of Essay  

	10

AQWF Final Due 

“Still I Rise” Activity 

Assign Style Journal

HW: Ch 1-3  


	11            

Discuss Identity

Imagery and Detail Lesson 

HW: Ch 4-5 

	12

Discuss Identity

Imagery and Detail Lesson 

HW: Ch 6-9

	13 

Watch Maya 

HW: Ch 10-12 

	16

RA #1 (Ch 1-12) 

Assign Autobio Incident 

Examine Ch. 5 

HW:  Ch. 13-15 
	17

Subject Matter Debate Finish Debate 

HW: Ch. 16-18


	18

Begin Reading Narrative Article Examine Ch. 15 and Begin Reading Ch. 19 in Class 

HW: Finish 19- 21 


	19

 
	20 End of 1st Quarter 

Exploding the Moment

Read “Big Boy” 

and examine Ch. 20

HW: 22



	23 

RA #2 (13-22)

Brainstorm for Autobio Incident 

HW: Ch. 23-24
	24

Close Reading of Ch 24 

HW: 25-28
	25 

Maya Angelou Poetry 

In-class writing time

HW: 29-30
	26 

HW: Draft 800 Words of  Autobio Incident 
	27 

800 words due 

Peer Response Groups

Explode one moment

HW: Ch 31-32

 

	30 

RA #3 (23-32)

Examine Student Models 

HW: Ch. 33-34
	31 Halloween!

Identity Discussion

HW: Ch. 35-36 
	1 

Autobio Incident Complete Draft Due 

Whole Class Response

HW: Revise  Draft 
	2 

HW: Revise  Draft


	3

Student/ Teacher Conferences 

HW: Revise Draft  

	6

Student/ Teacher Conferences  


	7 Minimum Day

 
	8 Minimum Day 

 Autobio Incident

 Final Draft Due
	9 In-service Day

No School 
	10 Veteran’s Day

No School 




THEMES

As a way of preparing for discussions and reading assessments, track the following themes from I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.  

· Dealing with challenges created by family and personal relationships

· Dealing with challenges created by social forces like racism or sexism

· Growing up and learning about the larger world

· Understanding and coming to terms with religious/spiritual beliefs

· Becoming a more independent person

· Developing and accepting one’s own identity

· Using art and literature as a way to deal with challenges or express oneself

KEY PASSAGES

As you read the novel, practice more in-depth analysis of the following passages:

Chapter 3 
“Late one day…” (14/17) to the end of the chapter (15/19)

Chapter 4
“Bailey was the greatest person in my world” (17/21) to the end of the section (19/23)

Chapter 5
the entire chapter (21-27/27-33)

Chapters 8-9
“One Christmas we received gifts…” (42/52) to the end of chapter 9 (50/60)

Chapter 13
the entire chapter (69-74/83-88)

Chapter 15
the beginning of the chapter (77/93) to “It was enough to prove that she liked me” (85/101)

Chapter 16
“Then one evening…” (90/107) to the end of the chapter (93/111)

Chapter 19
the entire chapter (111-115/133-136)

Chapter 23
“The school blazed without gaiety” (148/176) to the end of the chapter (156/184)

Chapter 24
“Momma knocked on the back door” (159/187) to the end of the chapter (164/193)

Chapter 25
“’What’s the matter, Bailey Junior?’” (166/195) to the break (169/199)

Chapter 30
“It seemed hard to believe” (197/233) to the end of the chapter (206/242)

Chapter 31
“In my room” (207/244) to “At fifteen…if one had no choice” (212/249)

Chapter 32
“After a month” (216/254) to the end of the chapter (217/255)

Chapter 34
“To her question” (225/265) to the end of the chapter (231/272)

Chapter 36
“Two days after V-Day” (244/287) to the end of the chapter (246/289)
Example:

	     If growing up is painful for the Southern Black girl, being aware of her displacement is the rust on the razor that threatens the throat.

     It is an unnecessary insult. (4)
	Marguerite suffers more than most in her childhood.  Not only does she have to deal with the racism and sexism of the South towards black girls, but she has to cope with being an outcast in the African-American community.  She is keenly aware of not fitting in anywhere, and equates her experience with having a rusty razor at her throat, which threatens her very survival.  In fact, Marguerite dreams of being white, which seems to kill her own sense of identity and cultural pride.  


STYLE JOURNAL

As a way of improving your writing , keep a style journal in which you analyze striking sentences from I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.  For each reading assignment, write down one artfully-crafted sentence in the right column with its page number.  In the left column, analyze what makes the sentence so powerful.  We will add other examples and devices/strategies to your journal throughout the unit.  

Example:

	· specificity (lavender taffeta)

· multi-sensory details (sight, sound, touch)

· contrast—breathed:sucking in air; rustled:crepe paper on the back of hearses

· simile

· idea of breathing out shame
	The dress I wore was lavender taffeta, and each time I breathed it rustled, and now that I was sucking in air to breathe out shame it sounded like crepe paper on the back of hearses. (1-2)




