Los Altos High School Course Information Sheet

Survey of Composition and Literature – 2006-2007

Instructors:  Bissonnette,M.; Bonanno, L.; Cuevas, A.; Herrera, S.; 




Length of Course:  
One year


        Ikeda, R.; Lipschultz, J.; Robertson, K.; Rosen, K.; Smith, M.




Credits:   

10 units














CSU/UC:

yes
Texts:  Crossing Barriers, Of Mice and Men,










The House on Mango Street, The Martian Chronicles, To Kill a 

Mockingbird, Romeo and Juliet, Teacher selected expository texts,  Student selections


Prerequisites: none


WHAT STUDENTS CAN EXPECT FROM THIS COURSE

Course Description:  This course is a survey of different types of reading, writing, and thinking.  Our goal is to introduce you to various genres, modes and forms of expression in order that you will improve your reading, writing, and thinking skills (communication skills).  We will work to create a community of learners where all are challenged and supported in reaching our learning goals.  In addition, we will examine issues in the literature, research these issues in our own community, and expand the concept of community beyond the classroom by involving you in a community service learning project.

Instructional Approaches:  Reading comprehension strategies such as Shared Reading, Silent Sustained Reading, Reciprocal Teaching; Cooperative Learning and Group Work; Direct Instruction with Guided Practice and Independent Learning; Computer based exploration, Service Learning

Expected School-Wide Learning Results:

As a result of this course you will become a Critical Thinker who will:

· identify problems or issues

· access and gather information from multiple sources

· analyze and synthesize information and make suppositions

· develop and implement strategies to reach a conclusion or solution

· apply new insights to future problem solving situations

As a result of taking this course you will become a Collaborative Learner who will:

· participate in the group process

· acknowledge responsibility in completing the group task

· contribute and function in various capacities

· apply cooperative strategies within the classroom and beyond

As a result of taking this course you will become a Self-directed Learner who will:

· use feedback to assess, monitor and improve performance

· know when to seek help

· persist in completing tasks when faced with challenges

· demonstrate good study skills

· develop plans to realize goals

As a result of taking this course you will become a Responsible Individual who will:

· demonstrate honest, ethical, respectful behavior

· develop skills to have healthy lifestyles

· identify and learn from the consequences of decisions and/or actions and take responsibility

As a result of taking this course you will become a Knowledgeable Individual who will: 

· understand the issues and motivations of the characters in the literature and be able to make assertions based on factual analysis, interpretation and evidence.  For example, after reading Romeo and Juliet, you will be able to argue who or what is responsible for the tragedy.

· learn to marshal evidence to support assertions and present opinion and evidence in a organized manner.  For example, you will write a thesis essay in which you will assert an opinion about a character in To Kill a Mockingbird and use evidence from the text to support  your opinion.  

· learn what it means to be an “active” student, developing scholarly work habits and a strong work ethic while taking responsibility for your own progress and learning.  You will develop the skills to ask questions, to explore the “so what?” factor, to read closely, and to think at a higher level.  

· read books that you might not necessarily choose on your own, thereby exposing yourself to a variety of writing styles and unfamiliar experiences.  You will see the connection between reading and writing.  For example, as a result of reading Of Mice and Men, you will see how John Steinbeck’s use of vivid sensory detail creates a sense of place.

· challenge yourself to continuously progress and grow as a learner.

You will also become an Effective Communicator who will:

· be able to communicate an idea or a line of reasoning  through written and oral expression

· be able to develop discussion skills and your ability to express yourself in a variety of written forms such as poetry, personal writing, passage response, thesis essay, reflection, journal writing.

· use oral presentation skills to further enhance your ability to communicate to individuals or groups

· be able to use computers to organize and compose, as a presentation aid, and to search the Web for information.

You will also become a Community Participants who will:

· actively participate in both local and global community

· learn about global interdependence

· have knowledge and understanding of different people, cultures and their contributions.

Assessment and Grading: All assignments will be recorded in letter grade or numerical form.  The amount of time and effort required to complete an assignment determines its “weight” in relation to other assignments.  Semester grades in Survey reflect the teacher’s assessment of the student’s skills and work performance in relation to his or her college preparedness. There are typically 2-4 major papers and projects per quarter.  Reading quizzes, informal writing assignments and other class and homework are also significant as an assessment of a student’s skills.  Students expecting to earn a grade of B or higher must complete all work, on time, over the course of the semester.  Class participation, assessed through discussion and other activities, will also contribute to the teacher’s assessment.

WHAT IS EXPECTED FROM THE STUDENT

Assignments:

You will complete both in-class and out of class assignments.  You may expect to spend approximately 30-40 minutes per night on reading or writing assignments.  Come to class with the book we are reading, paper and a pen or pencil and your English binder.  Contribute to class discussions and participate in class activities.  Demonstrate a serious effort to develop your reading and writing skills.  Care about the quality of your work.

Attendance:

We will follow the district’s attendance policy.  Be in your seat when the bell rings or you will be marked tardy.

Late Work/Make Up Work/Re-Write Policy:

Do not cut class; you cannot make up the work you missed for unexcused absences, including quizzes and presentations.  If you have an excused absence, check with a reliable classmate to find out what you missed.  It is YOUR responsibility to find out about make up work.  In general, you have one day for each absence to make up missed work.  For a paper to be on time it must submitted in class at the beginning of the period on the date it’s due, or received in the main office if you are absent. More than one major assignment turned in late in a semester will almost certainly lower a semester grade by one full letter grade. Please see the attached course policies handout for a clearer description of late homework and major assignment penalties. You will have the option to re-write one paper per semester with teacher approval and within a limited amount of time. Some papers may not be eligible for this option. Please listen for more information and requirements regarding this policy. 

Classroom Rules:

There are three basic rules in this class.

· Respect yourself.  Do your best work, turn your work in on time, let your pride show in all you do.

· Respect others.  Address people by their names and do not use foul language or make derogatory remarks for any reason.

· Respect the work environment.  Come to class on time, be prepared to work, adapt your behavior to fit the circumstances.

Always submit work created by you and you alone for the purposes of this class this year.  Any work which does not fit this criteria will not be accepted or given credit and may not be made up.  The LAHS cheating policy will be strictly enforced.

I encourage you to talk with me or ask for help at any time.  I will be available at scheduled office hours and at other times by appointment.  My voicemail phone number is  (650) 960-8466. However, the best method to contact me is via e-mail at lisa.bonanno@mvla.net 
