BMU In-Class Essay Preparation 

1. Please remember to bring your book to class.  We will often use it in both large and small group activities.

2. Our final product for the unit will be an in-class, timed literary analysis essay.  You will prepare for this essay by choosing THREE ideas to examine throughout the course of the novel. On October 4,5th I will officially announce the essay topics. One of the three topics you’ve chosen is guaranteed to be one of the essay topics.  
3. Quote Collections are due Tuesdays and Fridays.   To complete this assignment you

     will need to:

· Find and record (type) FOUR quotes that connect to one of your topics.

· Come prepared to discuss your interpretation of the quotes you’ve selected.

· Contribute to the examination of the selections made by your classmates.

· Complete your work in a timely manner.  As this assignment is meant to help our daily study of the novel, late work will not be accepted.

4.
Monitor your participation.  The most stimulating and worthwhile conversations are those in which we hear different points of view!  I will ask you to establish a discussion goal for the unit and keep track of your progress.


Important Topics and Ideas in Bless Me, Ultima
1. The lessons Antonio learns from his peers

2. Antonio's Catholicism in contrast to the religion offered by the Golden Carp

3. The effects of people's expectations of Antonio

4. The significance of Antonio's dreams

5. The role of magic in the novel

6. The change that Antonio experiences from idealism to realism

7. Knowledge and its impact

8. The power of destiny vs. free will
9. The role of women in Antonio's life

10.   The role of violence in the novel
