Tales of Mystery and Imagination

THE SOUNDS

For all eternity, Omega would begin in the same fashion, his voice

OF VOID
ringing through the Void: " In the beginning, God created Void; and the


void was empty. And God said: 'Let there be Void!' and Void was made."


At this stage, Rho would break in:



" And God created the sounds, to rule and master Void." Theta would


then join in with the others:




And God saw that it was good." At this stage, all would fall silent


as the voice of Sigma would begin booming:



" He who is wise, hears the voices of the Sounds; he whose mind is


deranged, will never hear them. Ye who live within the four dimensions, will


never hear them; Ye who have deranged your minds, will never hear them.


The insane, will never hear them. None will ever hear them till they go.


like the lonely Man who left his world and wandered into Void to visit


Anka in his golden palace." Omega then would take the part of Anka:




And Anka said: 'Who is this to wander into Void?'"




" I have come to ask for your help."



"
And what do you want in Void?'"



" To be cured: I am ill."



"
What illness ails you?"




" I don't know ... they call it Pride."




" Go and listen to the Sounds."




"  In the beginning, God created Void, and the Void was empty. And God said: 


'Let there be Void!' and Void was made.




 And God created the Sounds. . . "



Suddenly, the voice of Rho faltered and fell dead. In a moment, the calmness returned to 

the Void ... Then, something stirred in the depths: it moved, rose and looked about itself. 

The shadow of a man streaked through the Void. Delta broke the silence with his thin 

treble voice: " Who is it?"




A Lone One," answered Omega.




" Can he hear us?"




" Not yet. But he will be able to soon, once he accustoms himself to




Void. "




" But what is he doing here?"




" He is nearly dead ... Yes, in fact he has committed suicide. He killed a man ... he 

was to be sentenced to life imprisonment. He committed suicide rather than face 


imprisonment."




" But he can't stay here," protested Gamma. " He is insane ... he could do untold 

harm." Gamma fell silent: Alpha had begun to address the Lone One:




" You have six questions to answer. If you answer them, you will live with us in 

peace. If you will not be able to answer them, you will wander alone in Void forever, and 

you will never hear us again." The Lone One only whispered faintly:




" Who are you, who are you?"




" I am the Sound of Void," rang the voice of Alpha.




" Where am I?"




" You are in Void," retorted Alpha. " You understand your situation?" 




" No," replied the Lone One.




" First question: What are you?"




" I am a man."




" A man is not a creature like you; you are not a member of the human

