for this fact must go to Charles Hamilton, better known under one of his many pseudonyms, that of Frank Richards, who maintained a prodigious output of stories over a long period of years, often writing concurrently for a considerable number of comics.





	After World War L, the Amalgamated Press was still the outstanding publisher of boys' comics, but from over 500 miles away the first shots in a mighty challenge to its supremacy were being fired. First came the " Adventure in 1921, closely followed by the " Rover " and the " Wizard." By 1930 the Skipper " and the " Hotspur " had been issued, completing the " big five of the Dundee School: the publishing organization of D. C. Thomson's based in Dundee. These newcomers contained historical and futuristic stories, and tales dealing with school, sport and adventure. The writers were completely uninhibited by any regard for plausibility or probability, for they had no qualms about contravening the laws of nature. Magic boxes, magic mixtures, invisible cream: all found their home in the Dundee comics. Although, the " big five " have now lost most of their popularity and in some cases have been discontinued, a few still exist, although in a somewhat modified form. 1 myself remember reading the stories contained in the " Hotspur," " Wizard," " Rover " and " Adventure." The fashion for cowboy stories and sporting stories was also brought up-to-date by the Dundee School, who created such hybrid characters as " Hawkeye, the Redskin Detective." The Dundee School is one of the most significant developments in the history of boys' comics. It is said that Dixon Hawke is their only lasting creation, but this is probably because of the originality of their content. Characters came and went as writers thought of new ideas. The plots were always exciting, however, and since 1 myself can remember reading and enjoying these comics, it is inevitable that I should be an avid supporter of their claims to a place in any history of boys' comics. (Question for older readers: What did happen to J. A. Slade? ED.)





	Now we are nearing the present day and the end of the era of the bloods." The essential development has been the disappearance of print and its replacement by the picture strip form. 1 remember how the " Hotspur " was, first of all, completely in print. Then an occasional picture-story appeared amongst the print. Later, an occasional printed story appeared amongst the pictures. Now the pictures reign supreme, and this is the case in most of today's comics. Picture comics for the younger reader, e.g., the " Beano " and the " Beezer " are still going strong, and many like comics are being issued, while comics for the very young, e.g., the " Bimbo " and the " Pippin " are currently enjoying a fair measure of success. A great variety of picture strip comics is now available, many of them originating from television series. The standard of printing has improved in many cases. The " Eagle " was the pioneer of good quality printing as well as being the first educationally-biased comic. Now comics like " T.V. 21 " have achieved the same high standard of printing and have greater appeal. In recent months the Power comics: " Pow!", " Wham " Smash!", " Terrific!" and " Fantastic!" have appeared. These are British issues of American stories featuring such characters as Iron Man, Giant Man and Captain America.





	Looking back over the history of boys' comics, an amazing transformation has taken place. The written word has largely been supplanted by the picture strip form. Comics have certainly changed throughout the years: whether for better or for worse is all a matter of opinion.





										G. Brindle, VI.


