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Men dominate the Philippine sports realm.  Nevertheless, we can’t help but notice whenever a Filipina excels in this discipline.  It isn’t a stranger to us that Lydia de Vega-Mercado became “Asia’s Fastest Woman”, Mikee Cojuangco won a gold medal in equestrian at the last Asian Games.  And recently, Mitchel Martinez brought home the bacon from the Women’s Asian Amateur Boxing Championships.

Golf is one sport that the lads have ruled for decades.  For countless years, we have continually read names such as Robert Pactolerin, Frankie Miñoza, Cassius Casas, Rodolfo Cuello, Ramon Brobio and Juvic Pagunsan on sports pages due for their numerous achievements.  Yet, it seems that a big paradigm shift is emerging in the club-tee-and hole sport.  

These men have been bumped off the picas of the newspapers page.  It is not due to other sports heroes but because of their feminine counterparts.  Here are the most notable of them:

Jennifer Rosales—Talk about success, boy she’s tasted it. Born in the Philippines on September 17, 1978, she started whacking dented golf balls at the tender age of 12, mainly due to the influence of her parents.  And she just started piling trophies.

She was the Philippine Ladies Amateur Open winner for five straight years, from 1994 to 1998.  Due to this, she got the attention of the folks at the University of Southern California and she immediately showed her prowess on the fairway.

She won the individual women’s championship of the NGCA (National Golf Collegiate Association) and the Golf World Invitational on her freshman year.  In 1999, she was awarded as the best collegiate women golfer by the NGCA.

After college, she tried to enter the Ladies Professional Golfers Association (LPGA) and was able to do so after just one try.  As a professional golfer, she has won only two legs so far:  the Chick-Fil-A-Charity Classic at Eagle’s Landing Country Club at Stockbridge, Georgia last year and the SBS Open in Hawaii this year.

These achievements made the Philippine Sportswriter’s Association name Rosales currently based in Rowland Heights, California, the Sportswoman of the Year for 2003 and 2004.

Dorothy Delasin—If Rosales was born in the Philippines, Delasin was not although both her parents are Filipino

Conceived on the 26th of August 1980 in Lubbock, Texas to Arsenio and Salfe Delasin, Dorothy’s start in the world of golf was a shaky one.

Being raised in a lower middle class family (based on American standards), Dorothy and her sister Divina, helped her father earned a living by picking up whacked golf balls at the El Camino Driving Range in San Francisco, California.  Because of her father’s influence, she decided to learn to play golf.  But their meager salaries couldn’t pay for high equipment and driving range prices.

Seeing the determination in her, the folks at El Camino offered her free golf sessions.  And after a few years, she was already a force to reckon with.

At age 10, she won the San Francisco Junior Golf Championship.  On her freshman year at George Washington High, she won the city’s individual championship by an amazing nine strokes.

In 1993, she won the Junior World Cup in Japan.  In 1996, she bagged both the California Women’s Amateur Championship and the US Girl’s Junior titles.  In 1999, she became the queen of American amateur golf as she won the US Women’s Amateur title in Asheville, North Carolina.  The California Golf Writers Association also named her Amateur Golfer of the Year in 1999.

For the Filipino’s pride, she won a gold medal at the 1996 Southeast Asian Games and a bronze medal in the 1998 Asian Games in Bangkok, Thailand.

She became a professional golfer at age 19 and she quickly proved that she is ready for the big league.  She became the youngest LPGA winner in 25 years when she won the 2000 LPGA Giant Eagle Classic in her first year on the tour.  With such wizardry on the green on her first year, she was named LPGA Rookie of the Year in 2000.

She would go on to defend her Eagle Classic Title the following year.  And in October 2001, she won the Samsung World Championship in Vallejo, California.  She now resides in Daly City, more popularly known as “Adobo City”.

Jayvee Marie Agojo—Simply the best Women Amateur Golfer in the Philippines right now, period.  

This golf prodigy has already amassed an awful lot of titles since she broke into the scene in 2003.

As of 2005, though, this beautiful golfer from OB Montessori won the 2005 Philippine Ladies Amateur Golf Open, defeating Di Yeon Woo of South Korea by one stroke.

Also, she dominated the 21-under ladies division of the Nick Faldo Series in Singapore defeating Teja Kikelj of Slovenia and Suzette Venter of South Africa.

She followed that crowning achievement by winning the 42 Southern Lakes Open Championship in the Riviera Golf and Country Club and the DHLWWWExpress National Amateur Championship.

With her awesome composure on the golf course that makes her older counterparts drop their jaws in amazement, Agojo is set to leave for Pepperdine University in October.  Agojo got a golf scholarship from the prestigious university and she hopes to use her stint to earn a spot in the LPGA.

For the last hundred words or so, you have read superb feats from our Filipino golfers.  And as usual, the development doesn’t stop there.  Somewhere right now, a young Pinay golfer is polishing her shot making, sharpening her decision making and emulating that Pinay golf triumvirate.

