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One of the most vividly portrayed images in our contemporary heritage is the picture of Luneta on a weekend.  Though known to many as the place where our national hero, Jose Rizal, was shot, this place bordered by Roxas Boulevard and the Manila Bay has been a favorite for people looking for that great weekend side trip.

Playgrounds filled with jolly children.  Picnics wherein stories are exchanged. Balloon vendors screaming at the top of their lungs to catch attention.  Ice cream vendors tinkling the whole day.  And fitness buffs perform aerobic routines or jogging activities.  All of these scenarios have contributed to the “Luneta by Weekend” movie we already knew for decades.

But in a world wherein nothing is permanent by change, Luneta hasn’t been the box office type of place that we knew years ago.  The people are still there but there is a significant drop in number.  People have realized that there are a lot more things that can be done.  And all of these are confined into a concrete edifice called the mall.

It is not known when the first ever mall in the Philippines was built.  Reason has it that the structure of this place has been formed because of its predecessors.  Even before skyscrapers and massive building had their keystones planted, we have witnessed the rise of sari-sari stores and in a bigger scale, bazaars.  These are places wherein almost everything can be bought.

Putting these stores together and thus, the market was formed.  From foods such as pork, beef and chicken to dry goods such as bags, notebooks, shirts, slippers and even electrical appliances, markets have that to offer.  All of these, of course, were sold in reasonable prices. 

The mall takes inspiration from these units of business and has fused them into a place wherein people flock during weekends.  Since its conception during the late 70s, it has been a place synonymous for good time.

It offers many advantages too.  If in a market a bakery and a bookstore are miles apart, malls have them close to one another.  Since all of the stores are confined inside the four walls of the mall, walking to one store to another is a breeze and of course without the hassles of the hot sun.  In a matter of minutes, you may have purchased a notebook and a karaoke already.

Take your pick:  shoes, bags, clothes, jewelries, school supplies, sports equipment, periodicals, eyeglasses, candies, toys, tattoos, furniture, paintings, music cassettes or CDs, computer equipments, cellphone accessories, beauty products and a lot more.  Name it, the mall has it.

Going up and down the floors is no problem for escalators are there to ease customers flying from one floor to another.  And if you think all you can do in the mall is buy, it has lots more to offer.  Apparently, most people go in them not to purchase clothes or what have you but for its recreational and relaxation spots.  Its like Luneta made even better.

Because of these places, the mall has shown tremendous versatility in terms of services offered.  If you’re vain with your look, there are beauty salons, facial clinics and even spas inside.  If you feel like performing sports activities, some malls do have billiard halls, bowling alleys, badminton courts and even fitness gyms in it.  If your vocal chords are itching, then videoke rooms will give you satisfaction.  Most of these singing spots are located in a place called the amusement center.

Amusement centers are in the top of every person’s must-go list when it comes to places in a mall and if what you’re looking for is a really great time.  Imagine for a measly six or seven pesos a token, you can do activities such as the following:  shoot basketballs, play games in arcade machines, get stuff toys from the UFO catcher, practice your dance skills and drumming prowess, hone your driving abilities and fish catching prowess, increase your accuracy in marksmanship and in boxing and lots more.  It is also in this place wherein the immortal bump cars and kiddie rides are to be found.

You can also try the movies if you want.  The big malls have up to 15 cinema halls wherein the top local and foreign movies are being played.  These halls are equipped with the latest technology such as the Dolby Surround Sound System, the 3D movie screen and the 360-degree movie screen.  Food is not a problem for snack store are found outside every hall.  Or if you want to catch some snacks after the flick, you need not go out the mall.

Every mall has enough food stores to satisfy the appetite of everyone.  These stores differ in terms of the food that they serve and the manner that they serve these foods.  One mall can satisfy the taste buds of those who long for Japanese, Thai, Italian, Australian, European, Asian, American and Filipino foods.  These foods are served either in a fast manner or in an alfresco way.  To make matters easier, food courts are usually found in the basement of every mall.  It is where all sorts of food are sold and in a friendly price.

Aside from these establishments, there are a few stalls filled by notable institutions.  Some malls have banks, repair shops, clinics and even chapels in them.  Also, there are some malls wherein you can pay your water, electricity and telephone bills and bet in the Sweepstakes and the Philippine Lottery.

With lots of money in your hand, you can pretty buy or do anything the mall has to offer.  Although, running short of money is not a problem.  You can still window shop through the stores or just sit in the benches and have a chat with friends.  Parking is not a problem for some of these malls have multi-level carparking.  Commuting is not a hard task as well for a lot of public transports pass through them.

Due to the effectivity of the mall, these landmarks have sprung out in the metropolis and in other parts of the country like mushrooms.  It is also a benchmark of modernization in the Philippines.  Once you’re near a mall, you’re urbanized.  Luneta may be a fading memory but it left us with a better alternative.

