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Nakarating ka na ba sa White Sand Beach ng Boracay, mag-trekking sa Davao o mag-surfing sa Siargao.  Now, hold it right there.

You might wonder where that line came from.  That is not my creation.  It is from the commercial jingle of the new Department of Tourism commercial.  The ad campaign encourages Filipinos to travel the Philippines to know more about our culture and heritage.

It is not new to us that Boracay boasts of its white sand beaches and Davao is home to Mt. Apo, the highest peak in our country.  What I am after is surfing.  For Filipino Beach Boys fans, forget “Surfin’ USA” for now and discover “Surfin’ Philippines”.

Our country boasts of nautical miles of oceans, rivers and streams.  Therefore, there is abundance in surfing destinations in our country.  If you are so fed up with the waves in Maui, Hawaii, the Philippines can offer the same adrenalin by riding the waves, or maybe even better.

Though we are not yet at par with mechanically generated waves that are used in indoor surfing competitions, it is our natural sea waves that make surfers, locals and foreigners alike, come back for more.

Being the “Surfing Capital of Asia,” it is just right to first introduce the “Surfing Capital of the Philippines”:  Siargao Island in Surigao del Norte.

This wave conqueror’s haven is about 800 kilometers Southeast of Manila particularly in a region called CARAGA (composed of Agusan del Norte and Sur and Surigao del Norte and Sur)

Through the triumphant First International Surfing Cup held in the island in 1996, Siargao is now one of the best surfing destinations in the planet.  The said surfing cup is still being held annually and is participated by the best surfers our world has ever known.

Due to the constant motion of strong waves from July to November, several surfing resorts have been put up on the shores of the island for people who want to be at one with the waves.

It doesn’t matter whether you’re a novice for surfing courses are being offered by some of the best wave breakers in the land.  If you’re a pro though, pocket tournaments are held throughout the year.

It’s greatest surfing spot is a place called “Cloud Nine” and it is appropriately named for navigating the waves in Siargao can uplift your energy to the seventh heaven.

Going there is not a problem.  You can take the Philippine Airlines; Cebu Pacific and Asian Spirit flights from Manila to Butuan then take a boat ride to Siargao.  These flights are only done once a week.  Although, Southeast Asian Airline (SEAIR) offers flights from Manila to Butuan for four days a week.

Or if you want to hit the waters early, WG and A offers trips from Manila to Butuan or Manila to Surigao from Mondays to Thursdays.  Trips from Surigao and Butuan back to Manila are unfurled every Wednesday to Saturday.

There’s one catch to all these experience though:  you get to share the seas with hundreds of people.  I believe this is a big factor for there might be claustrophobics among you who would prefer a tranquil surfing spot to a melting pot-like one.

If you’re that kind of person, then Pagudpud, Ilocos Norte is the place for you.  Exactly 562 kilometers northeast of Manila, it is a paradise that is not that congested with people yet.  In this place, it is not strange that only a few people come to surf.

Pagudpud is the best example of the using nature to cop profit but without destroying it much.  Its beaches were built as if God has made them on the 6th day of creation.

What’s good about the place is that you can explore one beach from the other by just walking by the seashore.  You can go from the Saud Beach and Resort to Arinaya and Villa del Mar by walking on white sand and leaving footprints that seawater will gobble up anytime.

With its crystal blue seas that you thought can only be seen in paintings, surfing the waves in Pagudpud is second to none.  

Reaching Pagudpud can be done in several ways.  You can drive 11 hours by land from Manila.  Also, you can take a plane ride from Manila to Laoag and ride mini-buses to Pagudpud.  Also, you can take buses such as Maria de Leon, Partas, Fariñas, Philippine Rabbit and Autobus from their terminals here in Manila.  You can go down to Laoag and catch a mini-bus to Pagudpud or if you’re lucky enough, you can catch a direct trip from Manila to Pagudpud.

If you still don’t feel the crowd in Pagudpud, you can go almost 300 kilometers south of it.  The place:  San Juan, La Union.

Situated approximately 15 kilometers north of San Fernando City, San Juan is another location surfing aficionados will never forget.  In this place, you can really concentrate on riding the waves as relatively few people flock the famous Puerto de San Juan Resort, the best surfing hotspot in the place.

If you’re a budding surfer, this is where you can really master your skills without the annoyance of a big crowd.  And being close to the city, this place is too good to be true as buildings in San Fernando can be seen as minute architect models on the horizon.  You’ll feel as if you’re in Miami Beach, Florida.

Puerto de San Juan also has swimming pools more children and adults, air-conditioned staying rooms, a videoke bar, a billiards and dart hall and a souvenir shop for those precious goodies for you love ones.

Going there is a breeze:  you can drive 6 hours from Manila to San Juan or you can take a bus to Vigan but inform the ticket seller that you are only riding the bus up to San Juan, La Union then get off there.  If you are coming from Baguio, it is just an hour’s trip downhill.

So there you have it, kababayans.  Of course, surfing destinations in the country are not limited in those three places only.  You can pretty much surf in every known beach resort in the country as long as the waves are there of course.

To end this article, it would be appropriate to end the Department of Tourism jingle as well:  “Tara na, biyahe tayo nang tayo’y ma-inlove sa ganda ng Pilipinas, sa saya ng Pilipino.”
What are you waiting for then, go back to our beautiful country, pick up a surfboard, start packing and take a trip.  The waves are just waiting for you to conquer them.

