Leisure Farming

By Lawrence Fernandez

It is often told that farmlands and subdivisions are not of a perfect mix.  The former is of rural setting while the latter caters to an urban setting.  But the creative vision of the Laguna Properties Holdings Incorporated (LPHI) has perfectly fused these settings. 

Leisure Farms is the first comprehensive residential farm estate that delivers top-to-bottom farm management services. This means that the "weekend farmer" has available to him round-the-clock weekday farmhands, tools and agricultural technology
Launched in October 2001, Landco Pacific’s landmark residential farm estate Leisure Farms scored robust growth.  Leisure Farms has expanded a second phase, with some 200 reservations for the burgeoning estate development. 

Project Director Alby Xerez-Burgos cited Leisure Farms’ unique location as a key factor in its success. "Residents of Leisure Farms can have a location within Metro Tagaytay but with all the unspoiled beauty of Batangas.  They can enjoy all the serenity of a back-to-basics natural lifestyles within reach for the city," he said.

On September 12, 2002, LPHI formally launched Hacienda Sta. Monica, an integrated country estate development and Villa Sta. Monica, an exclusive residential subdivision that caters to so-called weekend farmers and those who want to build houses in an estate setting. 

Hacienda Sta. Monica is a 64-hectare development that offers farm lots ranging from 750 to 1,500 sq.m. (priced at P1,800 per sq.m.) as well as hacienda lots with sizes between 4,000 and 6,000 sq. m. (priced at P1,200 per sq. m.).

The bigger lots are ideal for recreational and commercial farming that includes cultivating ornamental plants, vegetables, flowers, fruits and aquaculture. Interest in the project has been overwhelming and prospective buyers are encouraged by the possibility of earning by selling their products to the market. 

Through a tie-up with Family Farm School, an agricultural school in Lipa, lot owners at the Hacienda may avail of farm maintenance, consultancy and design services. The school also offers Agritex organic technology farming. A similar tie-up with Flower Factory and Javiland Palms enables lot owners may also buy palm varieties, fruit-bearing trees and ornamental plants with 10 percent to 15 percent discount. 

On the other hand, Villa Sta. Monica is a 30-hectare residential village with lot sizes between 150 and 300 square meters. It was designed in such a way that it can accommodate existing LPHI houses. 

Both developments will share the community’s exclusive clubhouse amenities that include a landscaped playground, nature trail, jogging path, basketball court, meditative garden, swimming pool and a multi-purpose hall. Electric, telephone and cable facilities as well as 24-hour security are provided. A 20-meter-wide spine road is being built to ensure maximum access and mobility within these developments.
