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Silenced Pens

They have written numerous thirties throughout their lives.  All are critical, some are hard-hitting.  On the contrary though, these paved the way for their untimely thirty.

Since revitalizing democracy in our country in 1986, numerous journalists throughout the country have been slained.  Though it is not a clear lead, these martyrs have been critical with the local government unit on their respective turfs.

According to the National Union of Journalists in the Philippines (NUJP), 69 pen warriors have been silenced for reasons that are yet to be clarified.

The count includes journalists who were killed due to work-related reasons.  If the motives for the killings are unclear or the authorities cannot ascertain the motives behind the death of these journalists, NUJP assumes that the killings are work related.

The latest casualty was Radio Mindanao Network radio broadcaster Rolando Morales.  He was killed last July 3 in South Cotabato.

Morales had just finished his radio show, Tingog sa Barangay (Voice of the Village), when 15 gunshots from eight unidentified motorcycle ended his life at around 5:30 pm in General Santos City.

He is just one of the six casualties for the first seven months of 2005.  Before Morales’ untimely death, Dingalan, Aurora’s Starline Times Recorder publisher and editor Philip Agustin was murdered last May 10.

In 2003 alone, seven journalists were silenced, putting the country side by side with Colombia as one of the most dangerous places for journalists in the world.

The following year 13 journalists, including two photojournalists, were slained.  Due to this, the International Federation of Journalists placed the Philippines, after Iraq, as the second most dangerous place for journalists in the world.

Despite the alarming rate of media killing in our country, it is surprising that their death have not received proper post mortem analysis from the authorities as compared to similar cases in other countries.

On June 26, 1996, Irish journalist Veronica Guerin was killed at an intersection outside Dublin.  An investigative journalist for the Sunday Independent, she was famous for her fearless reportage of Dublin’s underworld.

Her death lead to Ireland’s largest criminal investigation that spurred over 150 arrests and had her killers executed and the drug lords she exposed jailed.

According to the Philippine National Police, 14 cases of media killings have been solved since the 1960s.  In contrast, the NUJP claimed that only two cases have been put to rest.

These two cases were the deaths of Sunday Punch’s (Dagupan) publisher Ermin Garcia Sr. and Cebu-based journalist Antonio Abad Tornis.  They were killed in 1966 and 1967, respectively.

As a result of these horrendous events, several concerned groups have launched respective campaigns to end the worsening cause of Filipino journalists.

Following the death of Mindanao Free Press photojournalist Gene Boyd Lumawag, the NUJP initiated a rally in Manila calling for the end to journalists’ killings in the country.  

The attendants of the said event may come from different backgrounds but all of them heed for the solution of past media men killings and to call for the end of these saddening events.

On the student’s side, the Union of Journalists of the Philippines-UP Diliman launched its “Stop Killing Journalists” campaign last year.  The said campaign featured a symposium about the said topic, selling of “Stop Killing Journalists” buttons, publishing articles and primers concerning this issue and putting up its “Silenced” posters to further convey their message.

A death of someone, especially by means of murder, is always a sad thing to comprehend.  Especially in the country tagged to have the “freest press in Asia,” it makes the situation worst.  Those who live by the pen must not die because of the pen.

