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Though the Philippine islands are represented in a world map by just minute dots in the Pacific Ocean, its contribution to mankind is tremendously significant.  And our archipelago couldn’t have done it with some marvelous inventions from our kababayans.

Let’s start with the prehistoric one.  Of course, most of us know that the incandescent light bulb is the brainchild of Thomas Alva Edison.  Yet, there is another of kind of light that is known to us:  the fluorescent light. Yes, the rod-like type of light that is said to be more energy-efficient than its counterpart.  Being a marvelous creation, it is our pride that a Filipino, Agapito Flores, is the wizard behind the conception of the kind of light more preferred in households, offices and factories around the world.

Though Flores got little credit for his creation as he sold his patent to General Electric (or GE bought his patent), our stake to worldwide pride doesn’t stop there.

Filipinos love to sing.  Whether in a resonant bass or a high-pitched soprano or tenor voice, it is our passion to sing our lungs out whether or not we’re following the right tune.  And this same passion made Roberto del Rosario create the sound system that we know now as the karaoke.  

The karaoke fused the transistor radio, which is very popular during the post-war era, with the enjoyable microphone and multiplex 8-track functions to satisfy the Filipino’s crave for singing.  And with its big speaker, it livens up more gatherings and parties around the country.

But with this beautiful creation of symphony, del Rosario had a hard time getting patent for his invention as Daisuke Inoue, a Japanese bar singer and owner, claimed that he has invented the device before del Rosario did.  After a few bitter hearings, del Rosario won and so the karaoke genuinely became “Filipino made”.  And though more sophisticated machines have been sold in the market, the karaoke remains to have a tenuous foothold in every Filipino household and every frustrated singer and songstress.

As if that is enough, the creative mind of our kababayans has even reached outer space.  The moon buggy, used by NASA astronauts in several missions, became a reality due to the scientific thinking of Dr. Eduardo San Juan.

Then working at NASA, Dr. San Juan was commissioned to create a vehicle that will enable US astronauts to explore the moon faster.  Thus, the moon buggy was created and the rest is history.

In the more recent times, there are still some inventions that are worth of praise and might eventually put our country back in the map.  The most notable of which is Mr. Danny Dingel.

Throughout the years, his water-powered car has been featured in several news magazine shows in the Philippines.  He first introduced this startling innovation using an old Toyota Corolla as car frame but with his invented engine in it.

This could have been a box office utility in the Philippines due to the recent spate of oil price hikes but due to lack of government support, Dingel was reported to have sold his invention to the Japanese.  For years to come, I bet the Japanese will mass-produce that.

And last but not the least, a bunch of Computer Science students from De La Salle University have created a Braille system for blind people who would want to read text messages.  This gem was created as a thesis of the computer geniuses and is just appropriate for a country tagged as the “Text Capital of the World”.  As of now though, the project is still in its early stages of upgrading.  Purchasing the machine though would cost a fortune, at least for the middle class Filipinos.

The list doesn’t stop here.  There have been more notable inventions that came before or after these works of creative juices were conceived.  And for sure, the list won’t end here.  And if you thought the Philippines hasn’t contributed a lot to the world, think again.

