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Kobe Bryant was born in 1981.  His father, Joe “Jellybean” Bryant, was a member of the 1983 NBA Champions’ Philadelphia Sixers starring players like Julius Erving and hard working center Moses Malone.

His parents named him such after seeing that (Kobe) type of steak in a restaurant menu before he was born.  He spent eight years of his childhood in Italy with his family.

In 1996, Bryant became the all-time leading scorer in Southern Pennsylvania high school history, tallying 2,883 points and surpassing the marks of NBA Hall of Famer Wilt “The Stilt” Chamberlain (2, 359) and former St. Joseph player Carlin Warley (2,441).

As a senior at Lower Merion High School, USA Today and Parade Magazine named Bryant as National High School Player of the year.  And due to his senior year averages of 30.8 points per game, 12 rebounds per game, 6.5 assists per game, 4 steals per game and 3.8 blocks per game, He was also named Naismith Player of the Year, Gatorade Circle of Champions High School Player of the Year and to the McDonald’s All-America Team.

Also, he led Lower Merion to the Class AAA state championship with an amazing 31-3 win-loss record and he scored 34 points to go along with 15 rebounds, six assists and nine blocks to lift Lower Merion against Chester in the District 1 class AAA championship game.

He was then drafted in the second round of the 1996 NBA Draft by the Charlotte Hornets and was traded to the Los Angeles Lakers due to the Vlade Divac trade done by both teams.  As a rookie, he played in 71 games including six starts and averaged 7.6 points, 1.9 rebounds and 1.3 assists in 15.3 minutes of play.

Bryant was named to the NBA All-Rookie Second Team and during the All-Star Weekend; he was the star of the show.  He led all scorers in the Schick Rookie Game with 31 points and came back later in the evening to win the Nestle Crunch Slam Dunk title, scoring a 49 out of a possible 50.

It seems as if Kobe’s greatness is on the rise during the 1997-1998 NBA season as he became the youngest player to have played in the All-Star game and he posted a team-high 18 points together with 6 rebounds.  He also won the inaugural Nestle Crunch All-Star 2Ball Championship with the LA Sparks’ Lisa Leslie.

He was named to the 1998-1999 All-NBA Third Team while leading the Lakers in steals per game (1.44) and ranking second in scoring (19.9 points per game, 15th in NBA) and free throw percentage (.839, 20th in NBA).

In 1999-2000, he was selected to the All-NBA Second Team and the NBA All-Defensive First Team.  He was also named to the NBA All-Interview Second Team.  During the same year, he and Shaquille O’ Neal lifted the Lakers against the Indiana Pacers, 4 games to 1, to capture the Lakers’ 13th NBA Championship.

In 2000-2001, he appeared in 68 games averaging 28.5 points (4th in NBA) on .464 shooting on the field and .853 efficiency on the free-throw line, 5.9 rebounds, 5.0 assists in 40.9 minutes of action (7th in NBA).  The Lakers again won the NBA Title with much help from Bryant, posting 24.6 ppg and 5.8 apg in five games against the Philadelphia Sixers.

In 2001-2002, he was selected to the All-NBA First Team and to the NBA All-Defensive Second Team due to his averages of 25.5 points per game, 5.5 rebounds per game and 5.5 assists per game.  He was also named as the Most Valuable Player of the 2002 NBA All-Star Game, scoring 31 points while grabbing 5 rebounds and dishing off 5 assists.

Bryant was instrumental to the Lakers’ third straight NBA Championship, checking in 26.6 points per game and 5.8 assists per game and leading Los Angeles to a series sweep against the New Jersey Nets.

In 2002-2003, Kobe’s star continues to shine as he averaged 31.4 points per game, 5.6 rebounds and 4.9 assists.  Sad to say though, the Lakers failed to make it to the NBA Finals as they were defeated by eventual champions San Antonio Spurs in the NBA Western Conference Semifinals.

The Accused

On July 7, 2003, Kobe Bryant was arrested on charges that he raped a 19-year-old lady in a beach resort in Colorado.  Bryant used the name Javier Rodriguez as check-in name and so as not to be tracked down by the hungry media.  On the same day, he was released due to a $25,000 bail.

The following day, the prosecution against Bryant was planning criminal charges.  The next day, the Eagle County Sheriff discloses information about the accuser.  Eleven days after Bryant was arrested, criminal charges were filed against him.

On July 21, 2003, the Eagle County District Attorney is getting ready for the prosecution.  The following day, a friend of the accuser claims that there is “visible evidence” of the attack.

On July 24, a Colorado radio host refused to name the accuser.  Due to constant public pressure of naming Bryant’s accuser, the judge ordered that if the victim is named, the media will not be granted access to the trial.

On July 31, several media outfits claimed that the intercourse that happened between Bryant and his accuser was consensual and that there should be no case filed against the NBA star.

On August 6, Bryant appeared on court but his hard ordeals started even before that court attendance.  Two days before, Bryant was “phased out” of his commercial endorsements and two days after his appearance, Fox Sports Network was forced to edit Bryant’s acceptance speech in the Fox Annual Sports Awards.

It seems as if the media is also under fire during the trial as the accuser’s lawyer requested that no camera should be allowed inside the courtroom and that records about the accuser are requested by the defense panel.

On September 4, the defense panel makes a bid to obtain access to the accuser’s medical records.  This, they think, is vital for the their cause as they claim it.  On that note, several trial experts proclaimed that the medical records will be a vital document to the proceedings.

On September 19, a Swiss bodybuilder was arrested for offering Bryant to kill his accuser for $3 million.  The next day, arraignment looms in the murder plot of the accuser.

On September 25, the defense requested that the pre-trial be made public but the proposal was dismissed.  On the 10th of October, pre-trial started and nine days after, Bryant was ordered to stand in the trial.

On November 13, Bryant once again appeared in court for a brief hearing.  One month later, the mother of the accuser was subpoenaed and was requested to show up in court.  On January 23, 2004, the Eagle County Judge ordered that the accuser’s medical records be destroyed.

On February 2, 2004, Bryant misses a trial hearing as he claimed that he had an illness.  Two days later, the defense planned to reveal missteps taken by the prosecution.

A month after Bryant missed that trial, the defense was granted to ask the accuser about her sexual history.  The next day, Bryant’s accuser testified that she did not engage in another sexual encounter after her alleged intercourse with the Lower Merion standout.

On March 10, 2004, the ruling about the interrogation about the accuser’s past was brought to a higher court and two days later, the court cleared the way for questioning about the accuser’s past.  On March 24, the presiding judge is to decide whether the accuser’s sex life is admissible.

On April 13, 2004, the Office of Eagle County prosecutor evacuated from the trial and from the case.  The following day, the opening of a mysterious envelope containing important records was deemed fine by the court.

On April 20, the mother of Kobe Bryant’s accuser testified in court and on the following day, the defense suffered a blow over pertinent medical records about the accuser.

A week after the testifying of the mother of Bryant’s accuser, the prosecution was scheduled to present the case to the Eagle County court behind closed doors.  During the next day, the court proclaimed that admitting the accuser’s history would be decided on May.

On May 11, 2004, Bryant handed in the no guilty plea.  On May 27, Bryant requested more DNA samples of him and the accuser.  A day after, the boyfriend of the accuser fought for DNA samples as well.

On June 18, the court granted access to the text messages of the accuser.  A dozen days after, the defense wanted the jurors to be oriented about consensual sex.  A day after the defense’s request, the hearing on the sex life of Bryant’s accuser was ended.

On the last day of June, the media fought the judge’s order to keep transcripts secret.  On the 14th of July, the prosecution requested that court filings should not be done online.  The following day, the judge barred Bryant’s medical exam from the trial.

Trials started as the jurors were requested to come to court on the 16th of July 2004.  Three days after, the high court barred the media from disclosing the transcripts of the trial.  On July 20, the accuser requested the judge to stop posting records online.

On July 24, the judge admits having evidence on the accuser’s sex life.  Two days later, the media appealed to the Supreme Court about the trial transcripts and on July 27, the judge ordered that the court may release edited versions of the transcript.

On July 29, the presiding judge mistakenly posted sealed information about the accuser’s medical examination results.  The following day, the judge apologized for the release of the sealed information.

On August 3, the transcript of lawyers fighting for evidence was released.  On the day after, the accuser was seriously thinking of abandoning the criminal case.  On August 5, judge expands gag order after prosecution speaks out.

On the 9th of August, the judge refuses to block posting documents online.  The following day, Bryant’s accuser filed a civil suit against the NBA All-Star.  This led to the request of the prosecution the following day to suspend the trial indefinitely.

On August 16, prosecutors lost their bid to bar information about the accuser’s sex life.  Two days later, the Bryant’s lawyers decided to loosen up the gag order.  On August 24, lawyers decided to trim down the very diverse jury pool of the case.

On August 25, Bryant’s lawyer restricted cameras access inside the courtroom.  Also, the prosecutors claimed that the DNA results were contaminated.  This claim prompted to a hearing about the allegedly tainted results the following day.

On August 27, jury selection for the case begun.  Four days later, lawyers of both sides were privately questioning potential jurors but to no avail as the judge dismissed the Kobe Bryant rape case due to insufficient evidence.

On September 14, 2004, the media wanted to unseal evidence since the case has already been closed.

Analysis of Media Coverage

The Kobe Bryant sexual assault case is handled differently relative to what genre of media covered the story. A sex scandal, especially when it is linked to a celebrity, draws a considerably large audience. Entertainment, news and sports media will offer different slants on the story, thus suggesting to the reader different meanings of the Kobe Bryant case. 

By reading three short articles written in the three different media genres mentioned above, the reader sees Kobe as a valuable asset to the Lakers that may be lost, a wayward son and teammate who rushed into a marriage that was not approved of by his family or team, and as a celebrity who is the subject of a saucy scandal.  

In an article by the Associated Press posted on ESPN.com on Oct. 12th, 2003 Kobe’s role is defined purely as a Lakers team member – first and foremost. The point of the article is to talk about Kobe’s knee surgery and it’s effects on the Lakers’ offense. Kobe and Shaquille O’Neal are featured in the article as casually hitting the courts after some time off. 

Though the article seeks to assess Kobe’s physical abilities as far as his knee, brief sentences describing the supposed sexual assault spice the article. For example, it is mentioned that Kobe’s knee surgery took place “the day after his alleged sexual attack on a 19-year-old woman in Colorado in June.” 

Further along in the article, after divulging Kobe and Shaq’s improvement on the court, it was mentioned that Kobe will miss a game because of the continuation of his preliminary hearing in Colorado. The point is made matter-of-factly, and is followed by a line, separated from the rest of the text, that reads: “A judge will decide whether there is enough probable cause to order Bryant to trial on the sexual assault charge.” The article ended with more commentary on Kobe’s knee, and when we can expect to see him on the court again. 

The casual mentioning of Kobe’s supposed scandal in this article served only to suggest what Kobe’s absence will mean for the Lakers. The article failed, however, to mention what affect this will have on Kobe’s mental state when he returns to the game, and also the effect this scandal has on the team’s chemistry. 

Kobe’s fellow players treated him differently in light of the publicity he has drawn to himself and other teammates who were questioned over the past few months. Thus the sports media market, in this case ESPN.com, packaged the Kobe Bryant sexual assault accusation in a very unemotional way. Kobe’s absence from the basketball court as he sits in a federal court will mean many things for the Lakers’ offense as this article merely implies. But the sports media doesn’t handle the details of the scandal, thus leaving a juicy story for other media markets to pick up on.

The entertainment media comes in right where the sports media leaves off. The embellishment, highlighting, and focusing of certain details make the article about Kobe, his wife Vanessa, and a possible witness to the crime in the October 13th issue of People a melodrama that has befallen a star celebrity. 

Details of this short, easy-to-read story, meant for entertainment, are very unlike the news media piece (an in-depth Newsweek article). The first paragraph quoted a friend of the alleged victim, stating that the accuser is “scared because of how crazy people are.” The reason for her fright is mentioned a few lines before, indicating that a Swiss bodybuilder offered to make Bryant’s problem “disappear” for $3 million. 

Beginning a story in such a way is meant to attract the attention of the audience that eagerly awaits any new developments on the fate of Kobe Bryant. Such a threat made to the girl may or may not have happened, or perhaps it is exaggerated in this article for the sake of immediately capturing the readers’ interest. 

The People article features a possible witness who might make Kobe’s defense team a little uncomfortable. Bob Pietrack was working as a bellhop the night of the incident and saw that the accuser looked “disheveled and upset.”  His testimony could make or break Kobe’s future, perhaps landing him a lifetime prison sentence. Pietrack is strategically presented now, just when the popular belief is that the accuser was already emotionally unstable and perhaps lying about what happened. 

The article used Pietrack’s power as a witness for its court TV series-like entertainment quality. Pictures of Kobe smiling while with his wife assure the reader that among his family, things are O.K.  Kobe is seen in one picture pushing the baby carriage while laughing with his wife. In another, the two are seated in his Bentley as he hands an autographed picture out the window to a fan. 

This imagery implies that regardless of how the trial and probable accusation turn out, in the public eye, his loyal, loving wife will always be at his side. We aren’t given the facts regarding the tumultuous relationship he has with his wife, as the entertaining article is only about a page long. The 8-page news media article, however, spares no detail of the problems in paradise that actually began months prior to the incident.  

The October 13th edition of Newsweek has in bold white and yellow capital letters, the enticing title “THE KOBE YOU DON’T KNOW…Behind the Image, His Troubled Road to a Rape Charge.” The title, immediately to the left of the serious countenance on the face of the accused man, relies on the convention of mystery to pull the reader into the 8-page profile. The article itself presents Kobe as a mysterious man from the start. Having moved from Italy to the U. S. as a young boy, Kobe found it difficult to assimilate not only to American culture, but to black culture as well. 

His extremely introverted personality, according to this expose, only distanced him from his teammates. It is suggested that his self-isolation as he strove to become the best basketball player who ever lived, coupled with having been extremely sheltered by his parents, perhaps contributed to this inner beast that is now paying for its loss of control. 

So while the news media piece gives more detail and presents itself as a very in-depth look at Kobe’s life leading up to the crime including interviews of various relations, it also has some of the entertaining flavor of the People article. This is necessary to hold the audience’s interest for 8 pages, but whatever the news and entertainment stories highlight for the sake of a “good story” it covers up other possibly more important details. 

The reaction that the news article calls from its reader when it mentioned Kobe’s several self-deprecating, “teary-eyed” moments since the incident overshadows the fact that he has quite possibly committed a serious crime against an innocent girl, thus cheating on his wife. So though it may be too bad that the shy, demure man was brought to tears, the pain he has caused so many others is far more important in light of the incident. Though the news story gives more background in it’s lengthy story, at the same time, it lends itself more space to create ambiguities and lead the reader into thinking or feeling wrongly about a very serious crime.

 As I looked over these articles in different media genres, I was reminded of the O.J. Simpson trial and the media coverage that made a murder trial into a blacks vs. whites social tension that would last for many years following the verdict. The media of news, sports, and entertainment did not cling to the racial tension convention in the Kobe Bryant case as immediately as they did during the O.J. trial. 

The Newsweek article offers the reader some insight as to what is being done to “educate” rookies entering the NBA on social conduct off the court because of this and other off-season arrests. The picture that heads the article shows a classroom-style setting with rows of black men looking ahead to an instructor giving a power-point presentation. 

As I read how these adult players need a class in order to teach them how to keep their libidos in check, I wonder how this insulting measure is going to help. The stereotype that black men exercise less control of their sexual drive is the main reason why a presentation like this is found necessary. The percentage of African Americans in the NBA is just over 80%. 

Kobe Bryant, because he is a successful black NBA player is put in the position of a public role model. Since he is thus set to represent the Black percentage of successful NBA players, his sexually motivated crime becomes a catalyst for change in the NBA’s preseason-training program. 

In Major League Baseball, however, this training was not implemented for blacks make up only about 10% of the entire league. In the NFL, they comprise about 55%, and as of yet, there is no formal presentation given to NFL teams about how to not participate in sexual encounters. I think that because the NBA is unique in its African American composition, the owners of the teams (mostly white) worry about the effect on the careers of these payers if they make wrong choices. 

This point is not stressed, however, to other teams in other sports leagues where white representation is significant. For this reason, the racial card may come into play during this trial. Kobe has supposedly violated a white woman, as did OJ. Because of the incident the NBA is worried, and feels the need to educate its players on what not to do while with a woman- as if they didn’t already know. 

The Kobe Bryant story thus produces different meanings as it is told within different media genres. The sports media capitalized on what his absence will mean for the team and ultimately the NBA. The entertainment media relied on the latest breaking gossip or details that add spice to the already existing saga, and if presented correctly, the juicy details created a story that sold the magazine or increased its ratings. 

Finally, the news media article attempted to derive meaning from Kobe’s history as a teammate and boyfriend/husband in order to arrive at the question of whether or not he should be charged. It is thus important that the reader identified, before even trying to read, which genre the article is written, so that he or she can recognize the meaning produced by the article(s) and perhaps read or view the same story in other media sources for the sake of a wider perspective.

As for the broadcast media, they have been the most relentless form of media in terms of covering the trial.  While the print media only needed pictures (though still-photo cameras were not allowed inside the courtroom), the broadcast media craved for images, events and happenings on the case.

No matter what gag order was issued, media (especially the broadcast type) fought for access to information and to the trial itself.  On the other hand, the media television and radio networks had a hay day in terms of covering the trial.

First and foremost, they covered the event not as a news article but as an event.  The broadcast media, because time-constrained, can only give updates and a few important background details in one live update.  And since cameras were not allowed inside the courtroom, chances are these updates may have been distorted due to the passing of information.

And with many television and radio networks you can access, listeners of viewers who want to get updates from the case might experience information overload and end up discerning which update is more complete, more accurate.

Also, these prompted television news networks like CNN and CourtTV to conduct panel discussions with some lawyers.  On this note, viewers were tuned in to these programs.  In return, the network improves its ratings and as a result, they gained more advertisers.  Again, business has been the bottom line.

It is hard to disregard the business factor why media outfits operate.  What’s more important is to sell and eventually earn that’s why television, which is more visual, go for more controversial footages instead of reporting news in the way it should be done.  Though these striking images did tell a lot about the development of the case, media operators think otherwise. 

Business is business. We viewers think that we are being informed, media operators think not of that.  They think more about the profit they can rake up just by showing controversial footages that may or may not have a connection with the Kobe Bryant case.

