
My Kind of Town


By Lawrence Fernandez

It is often said that necessity is the mother of invention.  Bob Cousy learned his razzle dazzle play of basketball due to the need to evade defenders.  The Sardo Billiard Triangle was made to ensure a tight arrangement of balls.

And for the Badmintown Recreational Center in Cainta, Rizal, this adage can sum up its creation.

The owners of the said badmintown hotspot felt the need to create an arena due to the fact that they (take note, there are three owners of the place and they won’t allow us to publish their names) were having a hard time ensuring reservations at other smash arenas in the metropolis particularly in Marikina (where the owners, who are siblings, are from).

And so with that, the construction of the court was initiated on a parcel of land that the siblings own.  The land is infront of the Sta. Lucia East Grand Mall and had it been that Sta. Lucia bought the land, there would have been no Badmintown.

What was once an urge to smash shuttlecocks inside badmintown courts became a fulfilling reality in December 2003 when the place opened its operation for the public.

For the owner’s part, they can now play countless hours of badminton without going through the hassles of reserving play arenas.  At the same time, they are able to make profit and share the passion they have for badminton to racket masters in the Cainta-Taytay-Marikina-Antipolo and Pasig area.

So for players living in the metropolis who are tired of going through endless battles of court reservations, why not take a measly 30 to 45 minute drive to Cainta to add a distinct flavor to the oddly monotonous craft of badminton.  It would be fun cruising to places you have never been before smashing feather shuttlecocks.

If before you’re only a player, now you’re a tourist and a player.  What?  Not yet convinced?  Well, the succeeding paragraphs might change your mind.

Let’s start smashing to the nitty-gritty of things.

The name

Before you even step to a badminton center, the first thing that strikes you is its name.  I’m so amazed with how the owners came up with the name Badmintown.  It seems simple but so catchy.

I asked one of the owners who were present while I was conducting my research and she said that they came up with the name Badmintown because Cainta is a town and not a city and so they just fused it with the word Badminton.  

Also, if you are going to have a chance to stay there for a long time, you will feel as if you are really in a town wherein everyone practically knows everyone.  Once someone enters, member or not, smiles will be greeting them every step of the way.

The courts

One thing that amazes me about Badmintown is that with such small space, you wouldn’t think that there are 6 taraflex courts on wood inside.  All of these courts are made complying with International Badminton Federation (IBF) specifications.

According to Coach Jeffrey Landagan, the coach of the Precision Badminton Club of Badmintown, taraflex courts are easy on the foot as it reduces injury risks and it also reduces the risks of getting wounds when diving for shuttlecocks.

The six courts are illuminated with 276 fluorescent lights (yeah, I’ve counted them all right) and are installed also under IBF specifications.

The ceiling is thermal insulated to avoid excess heat going inside the facility.  Also, the area is wrapped with green walls.  I’ve actually touched these and the green ones are not the walls themselves.  They are rice sacks that are painted green to protect players when chasing shuttlecocks towards the walls.  

To make the area sturdier, it is also built with beams and pillars.  These are colored yellow.  Wait, yellow and green?  Hey, you’ll feel good inside if you’re a Green Bay Packers fan.

For more safety, blue padding is in every pillar to avoid injuries or wounds.  The area is also equipped with an emergency lighting system and a sound system to give more boosts to players while they’re at it.  When I was in there, 80s music is being played particularly the songs of Madonna and Cindi Lauper.  According to the owner, placing a sound system in the court makes the smashers relax a bit especially when their favorite song is being played.

More facilities

The center is also equipped with its own air-con locker rooms for members and non-members.  Once you enter the locker rooms, 50 beautifully crafted and varnished wood lockers will greet your eyes.  One locker room is for boys while the other is for girls.

The area also has a shower room.  Once you are in the locker room, you have to enter one more door and you are already in the shower room.  Users of the shower room have the option of using hot and cold water.  It also has a sink and a toilet bowl.

Entering one more door and you are already in the massage room of the area.  There are two massage rooms, one for the boys and one for the girls.  Although, using this would mean an appointment with a massager or if you’re lucky and the massager is in, you can start right away.

Going one floor up and you will see the mini-gym of the center.  Again, it is for members and non-members.  Sad to say, the equipment in the mini-gym is not yet complete although there are already weights, treadmills, gliders and stationery bikes ready for use.

The owners are also planning of putting up a kiddie room wherein they will place slides, see-saw and a lot of toys plus a television set where they can watch their favorite cartoons.  This is still under construction though.

Also, if you feel you lost some of your beauty after playing hours of badminton, there is a salon at the ground floor of the center.  The Xperts Beauty Salon is also owned by the owners of Badmintown and caters to all your beauty needs.  

The club

Nope, this is not the 50 Cent song.  This is about the in-house club of Badmintown, the Precision Badminton Club.  The club is open for kids who want to learn how to play organized badminton.  The club is held by Coach Jeffrey Landagan, a former coach of the UE Badminton Team.  Details about the club will be further discussed in the next article.

The hours and its rates

 The center is open from Monday to Friday and on holidays from 8:00 am to 11:00 pm.  On Sundays, you can play from 8:00 am up until 9:00 pm.  

In terms of rates, the center has peak hours and off-peak hours.  Off-peak hours are hours when there are only a few people who play while peak hours are the opposite.  These are the hours wherein a lot of players flock the courts.

Off peak hours are from Monday to Friday and Sunday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm.  Peak hours are from Monday to Friday—4:00 pm to 11:00 pm, Sunday—4:00 pm to 9:00 pm and Saturdays and holidays—whole day.

During off-peak hours, you can play all you can for 50 pesos per person during Mondays to Fridays and 70 pesos per person during Sundays.  During peak hours, non-members are charged 200 pesos per hour while members pay 150 pesos per hour.

A guest entrance fee is charged to non-members.  Non-members may also make court reservations provided that they give a security deposit of 50% of their total fee.  Members may call the center to reserve courts in advance.  Members will be given priority in terms of court reservation.  A fraction of an hour will be considered as an hour.

Membership

Single membership will cost you 2800 pesos for one year.  Family membership including spouse and dependents under the age of 18 will cost you 4000 pesos for one year.  The center also offers quarterly membership.  Single quarterly membership and Family quarterly membership is worth 900 and 1250 pesos respectively.

Contact information

You can visit the center at Felix Avenue, (formerly Imelda Avenue) Cainta beside the old Sta. Lucia Mall and China Bank.  For further inquiries, you can call telephone number 647-9225 and look for Mariz (during the morning) or Chai (during the afternoon and evening) or you can send and e-mail at badmintown@yehey.com
Badmintown, truly my kind of town.

