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Suggested Topics for Term-Essay (Revised)

a. The following is a list of suggested topics.  You are welcomed to modify them, both in terms of title and scope.

b. You may think of a topic of your own.  In that case, you may wish to consult me.  

c. Every topic is followed by some suggested references.  They could be used as the starting point for research for your essay.  You are required to find more references to substantiate your paper.

d. The number of words of the essay is between 2500-3000.  This range is only indicative in the sense that you may write more or less, out of the range, as long as you feel the need for it.

e. If you cannot find these essays, please contact me, I have copies of most of them.
f. A detailed guideline on essay writing is attached.


1.
Sharing the Same Prejudice? - Assessing attitudes of rapists and treatments of the rape victim by agents of the criminal justice system (i.e. police, prosecutors & judges)

Frohmann, Lisa (1991) “Discrediting Victims’ Allegations of Sexual Assault: Prosecutorial Accounts of Case Rejections ” Social Problems Vol. 38, No. 2, pp. 213-26

(Alternatively, this article can be found in Adler, Patricia A. & Adler, Peter (eds) (1994) Constructions of Deviance: Social Power, Context, and Interaction.  Belmont, California: Wadsworth)

Lees, Sue (1997) Ruling Passions: Sexual Violence, Reputation and the Law. Buckingham: Open University Press. (Ch. 3: Judicial rape: researching rape trials & Ch. 4: The representation of the body in rape trials)

Scully, Diana & Marolla, Joseph (1984) “Convicted Rapists’ Vocabulary of Motive: excuses and Justifications” Social Problems Vol. 31, No. 5, pp. 530-44

(Alternatively, this article can be found in Adler, Patricia A. & Adler Peter (eds) (1994) Constructions of Deviance: Social Power, Context, and Interaction.  Belmont, California: Wadsworth)

Scully, Diana & Marolla, Joseph (1985) “Riding the Bull at Gilley’s: Convicted Rapists Describe the Rewards of Rape" Social Problems Vol. 32, No. 3, pp. 251-63

(Alternatively, this article can be found in Bart, Pauline B. & Moran, Eileen Geil (eds) (1993) Violence Against Women: The Bloody Footprints. London: Sage)

Smart, Carol (1989) Feminism and the Power of Law. London: Routledge (Ch. 2: Rape: Law and the Disqualification of Women’s Sexuality)

2.
Should We Go Dutch? - The Dutch Models of Prostitution, Drugs and Euthanasia (instead of doing three, you may choose to do one or two)

Brants, Chrisje (1998) “The Fine Art of Regulated Tolerance: Prostitution in Amsterdam” Journal of Law and Society Vol.25 No.4 pp. 621-35

Bullington, Bruce (1995) “War and Peace: Drug policy in the United States and the Netherlands” Crime, Law & Social Change Vol.22 pp.213-38

Lewis, Penney (1998) “The Dutch Experience of Euthanasia” Journal of Law and Society Vol.25 No.4 pp.635-49

Otlowski, Magaret (1997)  Voluntary Euthanasia and the Common Law. Oxford: Clarendon Press. (Ch. 7: The Netherlands) 

Silvis, Jos & Williams, Katherine S. (1995) “Managing the Drug Problem: Tolerance or Prohibition” in Fennell, P; Harding, C.; Jorg, N  Swart, B. (eds) Criminal Justice in Europe: A Comparative Study. Oxford: Clarendon Press

3.
A Sociological Analysis of the Right of Abode Case

Ku, Agnes S. (2001) “Hegemonic Construction, Negotiation and Displacement: The Struggle Over Right of Abode in Hong Kong” International Journal of cultural Studies. 4(3): 259-78

Sin, Wai Man (2001) “Law, Politics and Professional Projects: The Legal Profession in Hong Kong” Social & Legal Studies 10(4): 483-504

Sin, Wai Man and Chu Yiu Wai (1999) “In the Name of Law: Legality and Morality in Postcolonial Hong Kong”, International Journal of the Sociology of Law 27(2): 185-205
4. Assessing the debate of legalization of drugs (this one can easily be changed to legalization of soccer betting by assessing the recent debate and the government’s consultation paper)

Review the collections of articles in one of the following books (I have these books.  If you cannot find any of them in the library, please approach me):

Bayer, Ronald & Oppenheimer, Gerald M. (eds) (1993) Drug Policy: Illicit Drugs in a Free Society. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press

Inciardi, James A. (ed.) (1991) The Drug Legalization Debate. London: Sage

Luper-Foy, Steven & Brown, Curtis (eds) (1994) Drugs, Morality and the Law. New York and London: garland Publishing

Schaler, Jeffrey A. (ed.) (1998) Drugs: Should We Legalize, Decriminalize or Deregulate? New York: Prometheus Books 

Attachment (email of 27 October 2001)
Dear Student,

I think it's about time that you start work on your essay.  I have now updated the guidelines and the suggested topics; I hope it helps.  In the following weeks, I will take the sample essays from past students to class again for your perusal.

As I mentioned in the first class, the deadline for submission of the two essays is negotiable.  I have set it as 7 December 2001 originally.  I have now checked my schedule and can now confirm that I can give you ten more days to work on it.  The new deadline is thus 17 December 2001.  But since I will have to finish marking them and submitting the marks in a very short time, a harsher penalty for late submission is imposed: 33.33% off the marks you scored for each day late.  If you want to submit drafts (only for the substantiated essay) for me to comment, you have to do it at least 7 days before the deadline.  If you are not familiar with writing this kind of essays (especially if you're in year 1 or from a non-social science background), you are encouraged to submit drafts to me.

As a result of this postponed deadline, the Law School's General Office may not be the best place to collect your essays.  So I'm prepared to take the risk of virus infection to accept submission by email.  But do try to make sure that your file is VIRUS-FREE.  On receiving your file, I will reply to acknowledge; so check with me if you don't receive an acknowledgement in one or two days' time.

My experience of writing essays suggests that it is crucial to work on area that really INTERESTS you.  So try to find one and work on it as hard as you can. Believe me, you will treasure this experience.

Some of you may want to do topics (for both short and substantiated essays) not suggested by me.  You are allowed, and indeed encouraged, to do so if you like.  If you are not sure if your own topic works, you may wish to give me a brief outline for comments before you actually start  to work on it.  For each topic we cover in class, there is a list of references listed at the end and their hard copies are put on file with the closed reserve section of the library for your easy reference.  Search by our course name (Law and Hong Kong Society) or my name (Sin W M).  They serve as a good starting point.  

Let me give you an example on how to come up with a topic of your own.  If I'm interested in abortion, I' ll first read all the essays listed in the abortion notes.  Then, I will notice they are can be categorized into two broad areas: one on ethical arguments of whether abortion should be allowed, another a more sociological analysis (medicalization of abortion).  I may want to concentrate on one of these two board areas or I may want to do a paper addressing both.  Of course, if I concentrate on one area, I'll be more focused and can make more detailed arguments.  But I may worry that I do not have enough to write on, so I may choose to do a more general one covering both.  When I finish, I'll see what I have argued and give it a title.  It's always a good practice to leave the decision for a title to the very end, as by then I 'll have a clear picture of what I've written.  In fact, it's not necessary to give your paper a fancy title.  If you can come up with one, fine; if not, don't bother.  Your paper will be judged by its substance, not the title (unless it's very misleading).

Hope this is useful.

Good luck.

Best regards,

Sin Wai Man
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