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Alice discusses how Christians can rid their homes and lives of spiritual defilements and how believers can live for Christ.

CBN.com – Never Fear 

Why does the Church lack power in the face of many of society’s ills? Alice says it is because believers are spiritually crippled by evil spirits in their lives and homes. The average Christian family might not be aware of the necessity to spiritually clean their house in order to experience the peaceful presence of God. Many suffer today because they have sometimes willfully, and sometimes ignorantly, invited possessions and behaviors into their homes that defile the atmosphere and give the devil the right to affect their lives and the lives of their children. This defilement comes in many forms – statues of foreign gods, "magic" charms, souvenirs of past sins (old love letters). Also suspect are decorative items such as "souvenirs" that tourists, missionaries, and returning soldiers bring with them when they return home. Whatever the form, God does not want us possessing defiled objects, for they invite the enemy to wreak havoc in our lives and our hearts. Christ’s cross and resurrection have established our authority over the devil. Since Jesus has given us the authority, we are to live on the defensive. For that reason, we should never fear the devil or demons. The Lord’s deliverance is always available to those who walk in the way of righteousness. 

Be Discerning
Alice and her team of prayer warriors have encountered many instances where unsuspecting people have been tormented by demonic influences. At the request of a single mom, Alice and team went to her home where they were amazed at how the atmosphere felt electric with evil. (The woman had sought help at a Christian psychiatric hospital who referred her to them.) Cats hissed at them, the electrical power began to flash on and off. The divorced woman and her 8-year-old daughter lived alone, and the girl was troubled by ghosts and apparitions. The child’s father was a Unitarian pastor, but prior to that, he had been an African witch doctor in a tribe known as the Leopard People. The woman testified to being born again. The girl would wake in the morning with humanlike bite marks and claw marks in the middle of her back. "It was clear that the enemy had been given authority to operate in this home," Alice says. As the team prayed and asked God for discernment, their attention ended up on a wall of books – the woman’s huge library on the occult. They explained to her that the books and artwork acted as bait for the demons and urgently appealed to her to discard them. She refused because of the money she have invested in the books. They lovingly explained they had no authority to help her since she was unwilling to remove the ungodly books. They believed the child was harassed because of the occult books and the mother’s unhealthy attachment to them. They were the symbol of contracts the mother had made with the enemy. 

In Joshua 7 Israel was defeated at Ai. Because God was with Israel, they were shocked to be defeated. Joshua was stunned, and when he sought the Lord, the Lord said it was because Israel had sinned and had touched the accursed thing. The troublemaker was Achan, who had taken and hid some of the spoil of which God said it must be destroyed. His disobedience brought trouble to the whole nation. His sin cost him his life and the lives of his family. There are many lessons to learn from this account, such as the fact that God’s promises are often contingent upon our obedience. Physical things can carry spiritual significance as in the story of Moses and the brass serpent that the Israelites could look upon and be healed (Numbers 21). There are certain things we are forbidden to possess – they are inappropriate for Christians to own. Many people bring statues of foreign gods into their homes thinking they are just art, but these inanimate objects are used to receive demonic worship. 

In modern-day terms, Alice and Eddie refused to allow HBO into their home – even though it was free – because of the influences that come with it. One person’s sin can bring corporate consequences, as in Achan’s sin causing the deaths of many others, his family, and soldiers. Men, don’t bring pornography in your home; Women, be mindful of an attachment to too many soap operas. 

We don’t have to wonder if we have unclean things in our homes; we can ask the Lord to show us. Know that when we seek God, He will reveal the defiled things to us. When we pursue purity before the Father and ask Him, "He will show us if any of our possessions are displeasing to Him," Alice says. "The truth is, God reveals in order to heal us!" We should ruthlessly rid ourselves of wicked things. Obedience restores our fellowship with God and reinstates His purposes. 

It Is Real
An increasing number of Christians are taking a second look at the spiritual environment in their homes. Three things create that atmosphere: attitudes and behavior of family members who live there, the possessions stored there, and the predominant spiritual presence. Our attitudes and behaviors set a table for either a demonic presence or the Holy Spirit’s presence. The attitudes of parents definitely affect the home. Each of us must take responsibility for our sin and the effect on our spouses and children. We shouldn’t blame the devil for what we ourselves choose to do. When we blow it, we should repent, which keeps us close to the Lord and keeps the enemy out. Our possessions reflect our priorities and testify of our true spiritual condition. During their traveling evangelist years, Alice and Eddie were looking for a travel trailer. They looked at one that belonged to another couple who were traveling evangelists and they liked it. As they spent time checking to see if the closets could hold their possessions, imagine their shock to pull out a large drawer under the bed. "To our utter amazement and disappointment, we found a pile of pornography," she says. People seldom realize that such evil possessions invite the devil in. 

The spirit world is real – it exists alongside the natural world. Babies and small children naturally see the spiritual dimension. Seeing these beings is called the gift of discerning of spirits (1 Corinthians 12:10). It is the capacity to see or to sense the spirit level in some form or other. Know that the angelic host is present also.

A woman who had suffered bondage and sickness for many years asked for a prayer team to pray through her house. As Eddie walked past her desk, the Lord gave him an impression. He asked to see what was in it because the Lord said there was defilement in it. The lady opened the drawer and pulled out a shoebox filled with love letters. Tears welled up in her eyes as she told of how they were from a man in prison who had asked her to marry him. Though he’d written about his great love for her, it was all a lie. He wanted to get references for a shorter sentence. The lady kept the letters and periodically on lonely nights pulled them out and imagined what could have been. But her whole fantasy was built upon lies! As the team explained she had allowed a stronghold of lies to be built in her mind, she became angry at the deception she’d embraced. She renounced the contracts she had made with lying spirits. Her healing and freedom came when she burned the letters. 

Purify Your Life
The Church today is crippled because Christ’s people are overlooking a necessary key that unlocks the door to revival: ridding our lives of those things that carry with them demonic defilement. After the defeat at Ai, the Lord gave Joshua seven steps to take: 

1. Present yourself before the Lord for His inspection. Self-evaluation is insufficient because "the heart is deceitful above all things." We should do as David did and present ourselves to God for His inspection. If we are really honest with this process, we can ask our Christian family and godly friends for insights. 

2. Sanctify yourself. It is time that we sanctify our possessions to the Lord and we sanctify ourselves. As a deacon’s wife began explaining about her daughter’s involvement in Satanism, the Lord gave a word of knowledge to Alice. "Let’s forget about your daughter’s Satanism for a moment," Alice said. "Tell us about your husband’s pornography." Sure enough the husband was deeply involved in it, and now the demonic was destroying his daughter’s life. 

3. Locate the offensive items. Achan lead Joshua to where they were hidden. 

4. Rid yourself of those things that defile. Remove anything that relates to the occult, to heathen worship, and to sin. Remove them and completely destroy them. Do not give them away. Remember: We do not have the right to destroy the property of others. However we are responsible to act as God leads us. 

5. Be serious about this. Once the Israelites obeyed the Lord and destroyed their spoils, His favor rested on them again. 

6. Renounce the enemy and your association with him. Break any contracts and unholy soul ties you have made with darkness. 

7. Finally, consecrate your life and possessions to the glory of the Lord. Some Christians choose to anoint their houses with oil. 

