
Vic Anderson: Intentional Storying 

The challenge of advocating meeting through superior stories

I.  Introduction 

Missionary in Ethiopia 

Teaching in Talbot Seminary

Issues in narrative in preaching 

A.  Overview 

B.  The Communication problem

We want to communicate Truth/truth to our world in a manner that is accurate, clear, and appealing. We need a rhetorical strategy that maximizes all three of these elements. 

Can narrative meet our need on all 3 aspects (accuracy, clarity, and appeal)? We know that story has appeal, but can it really communicate an intended meaning? 

II.  The nature of the problem 

A.  Narrative is messy!

1. Narrative is messy because it produces diverse interpretations. 

2. Narrative is messy because it produces uncertain interpretations. 

B.  Proposed solutions

1. A theological proposal – Leave it to the Holy Spirit 

2. A modernist proposal – Reject narrative as too ambiguous
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	Fig. 1: Narrative versus Propositional


To be clear to that mind but laborious to the ear, use propositions. To be stirring in the heart but ambiguous to the mind, use narrative. 

Language is propositional.

Language is basically ambiguous. 

Every proposition is narrative in some degree. 

When we say something, we think about story. 

Propositions boil down story. 

3. A postmodernist proposal – Reject intention as incommunicable 

Story, unlike science, doesn’t … (Bradt, p. 17)

The language from favored by post modernism as preparing of its understanding of truth, knowledge, and reality its own truth as fictive, that is, “made up,” constructed, fabricated, “something invented by the imaginative , that is  … (Bradt 100-01)

III.  A rhetorical solution to the problem

A.  A conceptual basis for intentional storying 

1. Narrative is the best means to convey a meaning 

What is my assumption when I use story for explaining something? 

It helps us. T-ruth, R-eality
2. Narrative utilizes “mystery” to unfold meaning
Mystery will make a sense of drama and “I got it” effect,

  otherwise, just flat, what a waste of time.
B.  Structural characteristics for intentional storying 

1. the narrator develops the story with a clear Main( biblical) Idea in mind. The Main Idea has a crisp subject and complement. This is the key design element, whether or not they are ever explicitly stated in the narrative. 

2. Very early, the subject of the Main Ides is made obvious to the audience. (This can be done inside or outside the story, and may be explicit or implied. But it must be obvious to the audience.) This tells people what to look for without giving the answer away. It is a veiled preview of where the plot will go. It is critically important that development of the subject be done in such a way that the audience is full drawn into the story. They identify with one or more characters in the story and want to join in the experience of answering the question raised by the subject.   
3. The story line progresses on a quest of answering the question raised in the subject. Ideally, the audience is not able to predict the next event. Inappropriate answers to the subject question may be dealt with and rejected. Opposition to the answers mount before it is heroically overcome. Mystery and tension are built at the proper pace as eth answer to the question is held back until just the proper moment.    
4. At some point, some person or event in the story provides the complement (answer to the Main Idea’s question). This may or may not be explicitly stated in a proposition. Both ways can be effective. 

5. Utilize restatement and repetition, particularly of the subject and its complement. Consider using review, even within the story. (Biblical story authors so this, Acts; Book of Judges, Samuels. Repeat Main ideas over over again, obedience to God, ) 

( Are you my mothers? Like a commercial phrase in movie, the Stark Track,: the force would be with you, also in the Genesis, fear, fear, Fear, and God said, don’t be fear. )
Conclusion : only bad stories are messy )  













































































































































