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Oral Presentation of Narrative: 

Based on Dr. Steffen’s model, I explored mother-daughter relationships and reality in two accounts of Overseas-Born Chinese (OBC) mothers in contrast to that in the Bible. 
One of the two accounts I explored was the China narrative in Amy Tan’s “Joy Luck Club,” The other is the OBC narrative of two Christian mothers--Tina and Helen. 
Tina was born in Taiwan and Helen was born in Hong Kong. They both homeschool their two American- Born-Chinese (ABC) daughters. 
Bible Narrative: 

-- Besides those mothers who gave birth to their sons who influenced the direction of human history, the Bible also records a story about a Gentile woman (Luke 16:20-22; Matt 15: 26-28). Her demon-possessed daughter was healed because of her great faith as 
Jesus admired her by saying, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted,” as she responded, “… even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.”  This Gentile woman is going to be remembered because of her great faith in Jesus. 

*Cultural Symbols and Chinese Beliefs--Dragons and Ideology

Symbols in Contrast:  From Dragon

Film-Clips: During the following 2 and half minutes, instead I, a guest speaker with her perfect American English will tell a story about those OBC mothers.

Please pay attentions to the mother-daughter relationship of the story she said.

Show and Tell—Feather and Arrow and bows

China narratives--Dragon to “Feathers from a Thousand Li Away.”
OBCC--the metaphor of arrow which echoes a sense of hope, power, destiny and changing perspectives over time and space. 
In Psalm 127:4, arrows in the hands of a warrior are sons/daughters born in one's youth. The arrows land tens of thousands of miles away. With the Kingdom mindset, both Tina and Helen had tied their practice of homeschooling to mission. 

Major Themes from the interview narrative: 

home schooling, Christian mission, and the Chinese language which relates to their identity of self, others, and God. Some sub-themes could be clustered as faith-learning integration and cultural adjustment; food and hospitality; family and community; interests, talents and hobbies; and the control and release of their daughters as well as their Chinese names. 
Interestingly enough, all four of their daughters have the Chinese character安 --peace as the first word of their names. Apparently, peace is a treasure valued by Chinese culture. Following are the analysis of OBCC narrative based on Steffen’s symbol-based narrative model (see p. 23 Figure 1).
China narrative is a version of loss and forgetfulness. OBCC’s version is joy, peace and blessings for generations to come, and it forms a communal context which is a true Joy Luck Club. 

In other words, this club has been transformed to a symbol of hope and of strength, and a means of asserting identity amidst change. As what has been illustrated in Figure1, while the symbol-based narrative of the reality and relationship undergoing the metamorphosis process through spirit empowering, word convicting and life transforming, eventually a true joy luck club will be able to send out sons and daughters like the arrows to reach the end of the earth and fulfill the mission before the Lord’s second coming.  

Quotes: 

Some quotes linger most are:

China said “ ...and on that day, second wife's hair began to turn white.” 
“All around me I see the signs. My daughter looks but does not see. This is a house that will break into pieces.”  
“But Lena had no spirit...because I had none to give her.” 
“ I like being tragic, Mom... I learned it from you.”

Laura Said: 

As Tina and Helen move among Chinese culture, American culture and the Bible narrative, their mother-daughter relationships and reality are also influenced by the Christian mission stories. 

Helen sent an e-mail to report her trip from Manila.

Helen said--

Faith Academy is a school for missionary kids.  I was so touched when I was there.  1/6 of the student body is Korean! [Where are the Chinese?]  1/3 of the graduate of the academy ends up in full time ministry when they grow up!  What a success rate for passing on the baton!

     I also met the man who began the translation of the New Testament into the language that I am here to celebrate for. He is Japanese!  He joined Wycliffe 40 years ago!  Japan has such a small population and a much smaller Christian population but they have 55 translators in Wycliffe!! There are only about 100 Chinese translators!!!  [Where are the Chinese?] 

Tina said: 

Home schooling is a right decision for me to redeem the joy of mom-daughter relationship, the joy of doing the house chores and the joy of being with people. 
My wish with home schooling is that I could be a joy for my two daughters and generations to come. Then we can stop the generational curses and build up the Godly generations from now on. Also through home schooling my dream could come true. It is to be the co-authors of bilingual books that can influence readers and make an impact on this world. 
Q&A: 3 Qs--

My paper is mainly about the mothers.

1.Can you help me by naming some of the mothers in the Bible?

OT—Eve, Jechebed , Sarah, Rebecca, Hannah, Ruth, … 

NT—Mary, Elizabeth, Eunice

How many of these mothers here have daughters? 

Can you think of one example of the Mom-daughters in the Bible?

2. My paper is more focus on OBC Chinese mother-daughters relationship and reality..  
   a. When we said Jesus, we would said He is the Lamb of God,  

    for Chinese, the offspring of the Dragon. (Rev.– the big snake, Satan)

  b. Ideology—everything being second to Academic. Like a DNA in stigma in their heart.
Cross-culture, cross the geographical and cultural boundary to the US.

 Dragon become—Sawn—a feather or an arrow.

4. Now is story time, once upon a time,. . . Do you want to hear a story?   

During the following 2 and half minutes, instead I, a guest speaker with her perfect American English will tell a story about those Overseas-Born Chinese mothers.

 Please pay attentions to the mother-daughter relationship of the story she said.

 Then we will discuss after the film-clips  

  5. What kind of feeling you sense from the story in terms of the mom-daughter relationship?
       Show the Feather-----hope?  Loss?  Or joy?  Peace?  Luck? 

6. IF you are the only Christian you know what kind of strategies you would employ to  share the gospel to them? 

7. 

