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                                  StoryTelling Seminar-- The Fruit of the Lips

Biblical Truth:

From the fruit of his lips a man is filled with good things as surely as the work of his hands rewards him. (Prov.12:14;13:2). Therefore, during this seminar we are going to explore the fruits of the lips--Pray, Protect and Praise through three lessons: 

# 1:  The power of a Mother’s Prayer—The Story of Hanna-- the birth of Samuel

# 2:  The power of a Mother’s protection—The Story of Jechebed--the birth of Moses

# 3:  The power of a Mother’s Praise—The Song of Mary--the birth of Jesus  

The Purpose of the Seminar: 

     Help OBCC to understand the value of storytelling and apply storytelling in their teaching context. Also through the Bible storytelling, OBCC learn the spiritual power in different forms of narratives that the Lord entrusts to a mother over their children. 

Course Description :

        The course introduces an ecology of perspectives and models for thinking about and practicing Story Telling. Participants will immerse themselves in the Biblical story of the motherhood, distinguishing its modes of practice, exploring its substantive richness, and correlating all this with their own experience as Christian home schooling mothers. From this vantage point they will identify what they consider foundational for their practice and articulate their own vision of the home schooling context. 

The Target Audience: 

              12 Overseas-Born-Chinese Christian (OBCC) home schooling mothers   

Venue: Three lessons (50 minutes each) of storytelling seminar for one-day retreat 

Purpose of the Course: 

           The relationship of Storytelling with selfhood, family/community and worldview 

Objectives of the Course: The learners will              

· COGNITIVE: be able to describe verbally the three stories   

· AFFECTIVE: be grateful to be transformed through different forms of narrative. 

· BEHAVIOR:  take a step to learn about the prayer, praise and protection for their    

                              children as a mother 

· EXISTENTIAL: continue to learn and grow in understanding the relationship of  

                                  narrative and selfhood, family/community and worldview  

Teaching Methods:  

           Lecture, Q&A, dialogue, small group, film-clip watching, worship song singing.   

Symbols and Images: 

       A basket of 12 (symbolized 12 students) kinds of fruits which include apple, grapefruit, avocado, tomato, watermelon, pear, peach, grape, banana, Kiwi, strawberry, and cantaloupe etc.

                                     Introduction of the Seminar

Exchanging Ambition for Service--the Eternal Value of Motherhood

All home schooling families should consider our children as leaders in the making. When we cannot “wait on tables,” We should be working for the day when out children can. The academic instruction we provide our children is one way in which we prepare our children for future service and leadership. But it is far from the most important way. Our ultimately goal for our children should be to raise young men and women who are “know to be full of the Spirit and wisdom.” (Farris 2003:74).
Reward of home schooling 

The core spiritual of homeschooling is to transmit your faith from one generation to the next. Teaching our children to love God is more important than teaching them to diagram sentences. And we know that God endorses the method of spending time with your children as the best means of teaching your children to love God (see Deut. 6 for details). (Farris 2003: 56)

“the Bible and history are full of examples of women who impact the world solely through motherhood. These women not only raised children who changed the course of history, but they also made a tremendous contribution to their children’s success.” (Farris 2000: 252). 

 “The central birth story of the Patriarchial Period is that of Isaac, the promised child whose birth is a biological miracle. The central birth story of the Twelve Tribe Confederation was that of the slave-born Moses who was miraculously protected from execution by Pharoah's daughter and reared in Pharaoh's palace as a prince. Samuel's birth is likewise a miracle, and it stands as the most important birth during the years of the Judges. Isaac continued the line of the Babylonians Abram and Sara which appeared to be doomed to extinction.  Moses raised the consciousness of demoralized slaves and led them forth to create a nation commemorating Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob-Israel. At the moment when it seemed that the spiritual legacy of this line of heroes would be lost, Samuel appeared to inaugurate the era of the kings. This miracle was so impressive that Luke used it as a model for telling the story of Jesus' birth to Mary (Luke 1).” (http://www.acs.appstate.edu/~davisct/temenos/home/birth_of_samuel.htm)

Reading TextBooks  

Atkinson, Robert (1995) The Gift of Stories: Westport, CT: Greenwood Publishing Group, Inc.  

Farris, Michael P. (2003) The Spiritual Power of a Mother: encouragement for the            

   homeschooling  mom.  Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman.

Farris, Vickie and Farris, Jayme. (2002) A Mom Just Like You: the home schooling  

   mother.
 Sisters, OR: Loyal Pub. 

Steffen, Tom A. (1996) Reconnecting God’s Story to Ministry: Crosscultural Storytelling at   Home and Abroad. La Habra, CA: Center for Organizational & Ministry Development.

   Stone, Richard (1996) The Healing Art of Storytelling: using the power of story to enrich        your life. New York: Hyperion.
Lesson 1:  The Power of a Mother’s Prayer--The Story of Hannah
Purpose of the Lesson: To make the learners relate the narrative to self

Objectives of the Lesson: The learners will              
· COGNITIVE: be able to describe verbally the story of Hannah.  

· AFFECTIVE: be grateful to be transformed in PRAYER—a form of narrative. 

· BEHAVIOR:  take a step to learn about the role of intercessor as a mother. 

· EXISTENTIAL: continue to learn and grow in understanding the relationship of  

                                  narrative and selfhood.  

==============================================================
I. Introduction (5 minutes)
Samuel was a great man of God whose life was extraordinarily shaped by his mother’s prayers. His very birth was the fruit of Hannah’s lips.

The Birth of Samuel is of interest for two reasons: 

--Samuel is the transitional figure between Twelve Tribe Conferderacy and the      Kingdoms of David and Solomon 

      --His special birth fits into a sequence of important births: Isaac, Moses, and Jesus. 

II. Exegeting the Story(15 minutes)
1 Samuel 1: 1-13, The Birth of Samuel--The Fervent Appeal to the Lord - vv. 9-13
1. Hannah comes a place where she cannot stand it anymore and turns to the Lord in prayer ? Her prayer was so intense and personal, that as she prayed, she is described as "speaking in her heart, only her lips were moving, but her voice was not heard" 

2. Her time before the Lord was so emotional, that Eli the priest who had been watching as he "was sitting on the seat by the doorpost of the temple of the Lord" (v. 9), "thought she was drunk." 

III. StoryTelling and Selfhood (20 minutes)
    In speaking in Stories by William White, he recounts a conversation between a master and his disciple that captures the heart of the learning way. A disciple once complained, 

“You tell us stories, but you never reveal their meaning to us.”  Said the master, “How would you like it if someone offered you fruit and chewed it up before giving it to you?”

No one can find your meaning for you. Not even the master. (Stone, the healing Art of Storytelling, 1996. p.153.)

* Small Group activity (15 minutes): 

      Form group A, group B, and group C, and share with group members that one quote listed below that rings true the most to you.  

1. "The stories of the Bible combine the two tendencies of narrative that have most appealed to the human race and that we tend to think of as opposites....reason and imagination, fact and mystery" (Ryken 1987:39).

2. “Storytelling might be entertaining but it changed no one’s life. Only these things that I had internalized were available to people in the times of their deepest stress. In a unique way, God can be present through the stories, the psalms, and the prayers ( Like Hanna’s) that become a part of our interior selves. (Boomershine 1988: 175)”
 3. “There is no logic unless the emotions are involved” (John Le Carre, The Tailor of Panama).

4. “We learn who we are through the stories we embrace as our own—the story of my life is structured by the larger stories (social, political, mythic) in which I understand my personal story to take place” (Sallie TeSelle, “The Experience of Coming to Believe,” Theology Today, vol. 32, no. 2, July 1975, 160).

5. 'Storytelling is not only our oldest art, it is our oldest way of casting out demons and summoning angels. The story is, quite simply, an essential part of our humanness,' says Jane Yolen in Storytelling - An Art For All Ages,' by Norma J. Livo, Media and Methods, Sept; 1983, p. 25.

6. “We all love a good story because of the basic narrative quality of human experience: in a sense any story is about ourselves, and a good story is good because somehow it rings true to human life” (Sallie M. TeSelle, cited by Urban T. Holmes III, Ministry and Imagination (New York: Seabury, (1976) 166, from the Journal of the American Academy of Religion 42 (1974) 635). 

7. “Stories are not windows; they are mirrors” (Alves, Rubem A., The Poet, the Warrior, the Prophet, The Edward Cadbury Lectures, Philadelphia: Trinity Press International, 1990:74).

8. “We are in the process of creating value in our lives—of finding the meaning of our lives.  A life becomes meaningful when one sees himself or herself as an actor within the context of a story—be it a cultural tale, a religious narrative, a family saga, the march of science, a political movement, and so forth” (Howard, “Culture Tales: A Narrative Approach to Thinking, Cross-Cultural Psychology, and Psychotherapy,” American Psychologist, March 1991, 196).

9. "The power of narrative lies in its ability to imitate life, to evoke a world that is like ours, to reproduce life-life events and situations, to recreate people that we understand and to whom we relate" (Gunn and Fewell 1993:47).

10. Story helps readers/listeners traverse “chasms of time and culture and disparate human nature” (Katherine Paterson, “Newberry Award Acceptance,” The Horn Book Magazine LIV (Aug 1978), 362).

11. "Narrative incorporates the past into an ongoing process, creating a continuity between past, present, and intended future.  This continuity makes it possible for us to accept our past as our own, both as flawed and as forgiven, and that acceptance provides the coherence of self that is necessary for moral responsibility" (Dan O. Via, Jr., The Ethics of Mark's Gospel -- In the Middle of Time (Philadelphia:  Fortress, 1985), p.14).

12."The fundamental mode of Scripture is story...The fundamental mode of history is also story.  Every individual, group and every community of faith has its own story.  Story and identity are very close to one another...Narrative keeps cognition, volition and feeling together.  Stories are not merely perceptions — they are full of emotive clues.  The narrative also has an intentional framework, a plot, that holds the story together" (Miller 1987:116).
13. "Knowledge sometimes comes better and affects behavior more permanently when it results from being involved in something...As you follow closely the action of Old Testament narratives, you naturally become involved vicariously...Narratives thus give you a kind of "hands on" knowledge of God's work in his world" (Fee and Stuart 1993:82).

* Key Questions: (5 minutes in small group)
         1. What is the story of yours or your children’s births? 
         2. What were the prayers for your children that God’s promises had been fulfilled?
IV. Conclusion (10 minutes)
         In remembering the power of narrative--as Hannah’s prayer, the class as a whole will sing the worship song: “He knows my name” to conclude this lesson.
Lesson 2: the Power of a Mother’s Protection-- the story of Jechebed

Purpose of the Lesson: To make the learners relate the narrative to family/community

Objectives of the Lesson: The learners will              
· COGNITIVE: be able to describe verbally the story of Jechebed.  

· AFFECTIVE: be grateful to be protected by godly commands—a form of narrative. 

· BEHAVIOR:  take a step to learn about the role of a protector as a mother. 

· EXISTENTIAL: continue to learn and grow in understanding the relationship of  

                                  narrative(blessings and curses) and family/community.  

=============================================================
I. Introduction (5 minutes)
Moses is one of the most influential men in all human history, and has an especially honorable place in the roll of God’s servants. Remember, God sets great store upon the calling of mothers and takes special notice of them (1 Tim. 2. 15: 5, 10).
II. Exegeting the Story ( 10minutes)
Exodus 2: 1-10 The Birth of Moses, http://www.mountainretreatorg.net/articles/mother_moses.html
"At which season Moses was born, and was exceeding fair; and he was nourished three months in his father’s house. And when he was cast out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him up, and nourished him for her own son."—Acts 7:20, 21 ASV
When Moses was born a curse of death was over him. The edict of Pharaoh had gone forth, and it was only a question of time until this mother was going to lose her child. (http://www.preciousseed.org/articles/vol55n4jvoisey.htm)

With a mother’s faith, Moses, as the son of Pharoah’s daughter, become ‘learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and mighty in words and in deeds’. The opportunities for Moses were without limit, and the wealth of Egypt was to lie within his grasp if he so desired it. The Bible says, ‘all the wisdom of the Egyptians.’(Acts 7:22). But there were things he could not learn from Egypt. It was his mother, who, as he became old enough to understand, would have taught him about God, and ‘his brethren’, God’s people. It was she who nurtured him in the Lord, who set before him the way of life so that ‘when he came to years’, he chose ‘rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt. (Heb. 11. 24-26. Exod. 18. 4. Acts 7. 20).

 ‘O happy home where little ones are given Early to Thee, in humble faith and prayer, To Thee their Friend, who from the heights of heaven Guides them, and guard’st them with more than mother’s care’ Karl Spitta. 
‘Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his reward.’ Ps. 127. 
III. StoryTelling and Family/Community(15 minutes)
The intimacy of the spoken Word
When the stories are told by adults who love them, the sound of the stories create resonance, “vibes,” between adults and children. Rather than the distant analysis of printed texts, storytelling, when done well, is alive and vibrant. The love of God, for example is then understood by the nuances of meaning that are communicated through the voice. (Boomershine 1988: 154)

* Small Group activity (15 minutes): 

      Form group A, group B, and group C, and share with group members that one quote listed below that rings true the most to you.  

1. Integrative

“The narrative may incorporate articulate language, spoken or written; pictures, still or moving; gestures and the ordered arrangement of all the ingredients: it is present in myth, legend, fable, short story, epic, glass windows, cinema, comic strips, journalism, conversation” (Barthes, quoted in Polkinghorne, Narrative Knowledge, 14).
2. “…we keep our families together through story, all types of stories. We circulate these stories to remember and be remembered. Our hope for immortality lies in story” (Zipes, Creative Storytelling: Building Community Lives, 1995:161).

3. The nurture of Memory 

When the stories of the Gospels are no longer known “by heart,” the knowledge of the events of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection is superficial and relatively unimportant.  The stories are associated with concepts but are dissociated from feelings and the resonances of primary experience. They are inadequately interiorized. Poets, dramatists, and musicians who live in the world of sound know what only those traditions that have  been deeply internalized can be understood and perform well. People often familiar with wide range of knowledge, but know little in depth. 

4. A recovery of storytelling as a means for the internalization of the principle Christian traditions would help to minimize this problem. The elimination of aural memory form the pedagogical process in most Protestant churches may help to explain the decline of the educational programs of those churches. (Boomershine 1988: 154-55).
5. Community Formation 

Storytelling is a potential source of renewal for the family and the church. The family has been the primary center of education through out the history of Israel and the Church. . In 6. Israel and the early church, parents were expected to tell the stories to their children.  The role the of parents is religious education has always been closely connected with some form of biblical recital prayer. This has involved reading or telling the narratives for the Scriptures or leading the family in prayer and meditation n the events of Jesus’ life. An important step in the revitalization of religious education maybe, therefore, to enable parents to learn and tell the stories to their children.  

7. "They [stories] 'keep us in line and tend to make us more like our neighbors'" (Gunn and Fewell 1993:1).

8. “Every community and polity involves and requires a narrative” (Hauerwas, A Community of Character, p.4).

9. "People growing up in communities of memory not only hear the stories that tell how the community came to be, what its hopes and fears are, and how its ideals are exemplified by outstanding men and women;  they also participate in the practices—rituals, aesthetic, ethical—that defined the community as a way of life" (Bellah, et al. 1985:154).

10. “Storytelling always takes place in a sociohistorical context, and this context shapes the reception of a tale as much as the tale or teller does” (Zipes, Creative Storytelling: Building Community Lives, 1995:224).

11. "Individual Christians have their own stories, but they must be told, shared, exegeted in community.  The goal of such storytelling, as of all spiritual gifts, is the building up of the body of Christ, not the puffing up of the individual.  Always standing in the background was the larger story of Christ and his career, which was meant to serve as an exemplar for Christians and the Christian community" (Witherington, Paul's Nar Thought World, 1994:319).

12. “Narratives shape and sustain the ethos of the community. Through our participation in such a community, the narratives also function to give shape to our moral character, which in turn deeply affect the way we interpret or construe the world and events and thus affect what we determine to be appropriate action as members of the community. Narratives function to sustain and confirm the religious and moral identity of the Christian community, and evoke and sustain the faithfulness of its members to Jesus Christ” (Varieties of Moral Discourse: Prophetic, Narrative, Ethical, and Policy. The Stob Lectures. G. R.: Calvin College, 1988:19-20).
13. "The fundamental mode of Scripture is story...The fundamental mode of history is also story.  Every individual, group and every community of faith has its own story.  Story and identity are very close to one another...Narrative keeps cognition, volition and feeling together.  Stories are not merely perceptions — they are full of emotive clues.  The narrative also has an intentional framework, a plot, that holds the story together" (Miller 1987:116).

14. “The biblical texts depict the world within which Christian identity is to be sought.  The accounts of God’s action from creation through the election and history of Israel and culminating in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ provide the essential clues to the identity of the 15. Christian community and of the God who brought it into being” (Thiemann, “Piety, Narrative, and Christian Identity.” (Word and World. 3 Spring 1983:159).

16. “Narratives function to sustain the particular moral identity of a religious (or secular) community by rehearsing its history and traditional meanings, as these are portrayed in Scripture and other sources.  Narratives shape and sustain the ethos of the community.  Through our participation in such a community, the narratives also function to give shape to our moral characters, which in turn deeply affect the way we interpret or construe the world and events and thus affect what we determine to be appropriate action as members of the community. Narratives function to sustain and confirm the religious and moral identity of the Christian community, and evoke and sustain the faithfulness of its members to Jesus Christ" (James M. Gustafson, "Varieties of Moral Discourse:  Prophetic, Narrative, Ethical, and Policyh," Calvin College, The Stob Lectures, 1988, pp. 19-20).

17. “Narratives enable us to understand the actions of others. “It is because we all live out narratives in our lives and because we understand our own lives in terms of the narratives that we live out that the form of narrative is appropriate for understanding the actions of others.  Stories are lived before they are told—except in the case of fiction” (MacIntyre, After Virture, 1981:212).

18. “Things separate from their stories have no meaning. They are only shapes. Of a certain size and color. A certain weight. When their meaning has become lost to us they no longer have even a name. The story on the other hand can never be lost from its place in the world for it is that place” (Cormac McCarthy, The Crossing, 1994).

19. "The church is where the stories of Israel and Jesus are told, enacted, and heard, and it is our conviction that as a Christian people there is literally nothing more important we can do.  But the telling of that story requires that we be a particular kind of people if we and the world are to hear the story truthfully....By being that kind of community we see that the church helps the world understand what it means to be the world.  For the world has no way of knowing it is world without the church pointing to the reality of God's kingdom."  (Stanley Hauerwas, The Peaceable Kingdom:  A Primer in Christian Ethics (Notre Dame, IN:  Univ of Notre Dame Press, 1983:100).

  * Key Questions: (5 minutes) 
1. Who is the character you identify with most in the Bible,? Why?

2. What is the history of a tradition or celebration in your family/community?  

3. What is the story which has been retold in your family/community? 

     How has this story had changed during its retelling? 

     What are the underlying meanings or truth in this story? 

     What have your family/community members learned it over the years? 

4. Who are the storytellers in your family/community?  Why did they get this role? 

IV. Conclusion(10 minutes)

Close the lesson with playing a film clip of “Prince of Egypt.”
                      Lesson 3:  The Power of a Mother’s Praise – Mary’ Song

Purpose of the Lesson: To make the learners relate the narrative to worldview.

Objectives of the Lesson: The learners will              
· COGNITIVE: be able to describe verbally the story of Mary’s Song.  

· AFFECTIVE: be grateful to be transformed in personal worship songs—a form of  

                              narrative. 

· BEHAVIOR:  take a step to learn about the praise as a mother. 

· EXISTENTIAL: continue to learn and grow in understanding the relationship of  

                                  narrative and worldview.  

==============================================================

I. Introduction (5 minutes) 
Mary’s song-- Mary made a song in praise of giving birth. But it wasn't a little song. It was a big song, expressing Mary's joy, praising God for overcoming her own lowliness, recalling God's exodus-like accomplishments; even anticipating the death and resurrection of her unborn child. In the end, it acknowledged God's perverse reversal strategies and praised God for being true to God's covenantal promises. (http://www.noevalleyministry.org/nv_sermon35.html)
II. Exegeting the Story (15 minutes)
      Mary’s Song: The Nature of Personal Worship (Lk. 1: 35-56 )
1. Mary sings of a Revolution in the Fulfillment of Scripture.   http://www.harmonychristianchurch.com/marys_song-the_nature_of_personal_worship.htm
    Mary Sings of a Spiritual Revolution. Personal worship includes these elements:    Reaction to God, Reflection about God, and Relating to God. 
2. Mary Sings of a Revolution in the Direction of History. 
A. Paradox of the PROUD 
B. Paradox of the POWERFUL 
C. Paradox of PRIVILEGE 
Key Q: 

1. What do these paradoxes mean to us?  
2. Mary's song is a song of revolution: a revolution based on fulfilled scripture; a revolution of a spiritual nature that affects the very nature of history.  What applications can we make from it? 
III. StoryTelling & Worldview (15 minutes)
"Worldviews are formed and informed by stories—by a "big story" and by "little stories (including our own) within the big story" (Hesselgrave, p.5).

Clifford Geertz's The Interpretation of Cultures defines "worldview" as "the picture of the way things in sheer actuality are, their concept of nature, of self, of society.  It contains their most comprehending ideas of order" (p.127).

* Small Group activity (10 minutes): 

      Form group A, group B, and group C, and share with group members that one quote listed below that rings true the most to you.  

1. “For the sacred story does not transpire within a conscious world.  It forms the very consciousness that projects a total world horizon, and therefore informs the intentions by which actions are projected into that world.  The style of these actions dances to its music. . . . every sacred story is creation story . . . the story itself creates a world of consciousness and the self that it oriented to it” (Crites in Why Narrative? Hauerwas and Jones, eds., 1989:71).

2. "these stories enable them to make sense out of the world around them....stories are in fact, philosophy in oral form."  Hovey, Keving. 1983.  A Manual for Cross Cultural Christians, With A Special Emphasis on Papua New Guinea.  Unpublished MA Thesis, Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena.

3. “Stories are gripping not merely because we can identify with the characters, but perhaps even more because we understand the difficulties of the characters’ choices, empathize with their need to make them, and learn more about the pattern” (Paul Bohannan, How Culture Works, 1995:153).

4. “It is only in the narrative mode that one can construct an identity and find a place in one’s culture” (Bruner, The Culture of Education, 1996:42).

5. “…to offer a full description of human being must come to terms with the narrative structure of human identity” (G.W. Stroup, The Promise of Narrative Theology, 1981:87).
6. Jean Mandler's data argues that what does not get structured narratively suffers loss in memory (Stories, Scripts, and Scenes: Aspects of Schema Theory, 1984).
7. “...myths are stories or belief systems that help people understand the nature of the cosmos, the purpose and meaning of life, or the role and origin of evil and suffering.  Myths explain and justify specific cultural values and social rules.  They are more than stories that lack empirical validation; they serve as symbolic statements about the meaning and purpose of life in this world . . . Myths have a powerful impact on the  subjective (mental) orientation of persons because they communicate and reinforce a particular world view” (Roberts, Religion in Sociological Perspective, 1995:91).

8. Brian Walsh argues, "One of the most important ways in which a worldview is transmitted from one generation to another is through the telling of stories, and one can get a sense of the differences among worldviews by listening to the stories told within different worldview communities" (p.46). 

9. “The truth of the matter is that narrative has been the mode by which worldviews have been transmitted and understood by the people of almost all cultures all down through history.  Hindus have their stories of Brahmananda and the World Egg.  The Chinese have the story of Pan-Ku, the original man whose body parts became the mountains, plains and rivers of China.  The Japanese have the story of Izanagi and Izanami whose playful time on the “bridge of heaven” resulted in the formation of the Japanese archipelago.  Naturalistic evolutionists have their story of the rise of life from the primordial mists of aeons past” (Hesselgrave, “Christian Contextualization and Biblical Theology,” EMS, Midwest, 1997:28).

* Wrap-up the seminar for whole: (10 minutes)

The three stories of are know for little more than their commitment to children and family, but who can calculate the eternal impact they had through simple maternal faithfulness?  

    a. Without his mother’s brave, Moses would have dies as an infant, and without her faithfulness, he would never have been trained in the knowledge of God. 

    b. Hannah had a tremendous impact upon Israel through her son Samuel, by earnestly praying for his birth and brings him to serve in the temple at a young age. 

    c. Ruth went from being a widowed foreigner to mothering the grandfather of the Great King David—who was in turn an ancestor of Christ. 

    d. Timothy came to know Christ under the instruction of his mother and grand mother. 

    e. The story of Mary is the eternal value of motherhood, the most renowned and revered mother in all of history.  Mary was just a young Jewish girl, betrothed to be married, and when she first learned from the angel Gabriel that she was to be the mother of God’s Son. Mary was obviously about what it implied for her future. She had no way of knowing that her pregnancy would not ruin her socially, destroyed her hopes of marriage, and make her an outcast. She might not even fully grasp all that her son—Jesus Christ would be and do for the entire world. (www.noevalleyministry.org/nv_sermon35.html)
Key Questions: then, how do You as a mother connect your family story to God’s story? 
V. Conclusion
Conclude the whole seminar with the reading of “Mary’s Song” (or worship song)
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