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I. Introduction

        One of my favorite biblical cross-culture characters is Queen Esther. Not only does every little girl dream of her position as a queen which is elegant, dignified and honorable, but also her noble character of wise, bold and determined is what I desire. Besides, I feel more bonded to her destiny in terms of personhood, giftedness and calling than the other biblical figures. The two phrases that Esther said have lingered and echoed in my heart most were “For such a time as this” and “If I perish, I perish.”  Looking back on my spiritual journey so far (see the Time-Line below), it is surrounded with two major themes--one is peace and the other is eternity; after all, “No God, No peace; Know God, Know Peace.”  
II. My Time-Line
        1st stage:                              2nd stage:                                         3rd stage: 
             Pre-Conversion               Kingdom Encounter

       Mission Possible
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III. Waiting is Not Wasting

      As said in the book of Ecclesiastes 3:1, “A Time for Everything,” for me, now is a season of waiting. But waiting is not wasting. A Chinese saying says “Peace is Blessing--平安是福.” The Chinese character of Peace(安) is a female under a throne. Therefore, for a Chinese, female especially, who wants to find rest of her soul should dwell under a throne. Similarly, Queen Esther waited for a year long period of preparation before she became the first lady of Persia. And due to her boldness and determination, she became the earthen vessel for God to change the destiny of Israel. When she was willing to die then she could rest her soul in the peace of God. God’s presence was all over her life. 

      Same with Esther, for me, in retrospect, there are so many moments still vivid today because of encountering the presence of God. Those moments included when an inner voice spoke to my heart, when the written words were read from the Bible, when a semi-circle rainbow as a sign hung in the sky, when an earthquake happened in my homeland and an open vision was caught in a memorial service. Parallel to Queen Esther’s story,   the presence of God intervenes my life as shown in my time-line, and continuously leads me to eternity as my spiritual journey unfolded from “His Voice Fills My Void” to “An Exchanged Life.” 
A. His Voice Fills My Void 
In my early twenties, on the top of the highest mountain in Taiwan-Yu-Mountain, I experienced an empty feeling inside. This feeling shattered my whole belief system. This moment was a turning point in my life.  At that moment, I felt nothing was meaningful. I asked myself: “Where did I come from? Where am I going?” I was also wondering if there is no heaven, where am I going after I die? Although at that time I had attended elite schools both in high school and college, these privileges no longer had any meaning to me. I felt disconnected. My depression did not lift until one year later I became a believer through the Four Spiritual Laws. Since then I have been connected with eternity. Having Jesus in me, I realized that life would not be a dream and gone with the wind. Those bits and pieces, which once had been falling apart, begin to fit into their own places. Step by step, I started to reform my worldview. 
      In the summer of 1983, on one occasion of my early Christian walk I was not happy about waiting for a friend who had promised to return my bike in an hour. However, after waiting two hours, I was too mad to read the Bible. When I tried to bow my head to calm down, I heard a gentle voice said, “You just waited for one hour; I had been waiting for you for over twenty years.”  

      As soon as my Christian walk started, the Word of God had strengthened me all the way even after I came to the US in 1991. There were two verses I did not understand at the time, now they start making sense. One was Malachi 4: 6 “He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse.” The other verse was Psalm: 45:10-11, “Listen, O daughter, consider and give ear: Forget your people and your father’s house...for he is your lord.”  A year later, 1992, I settled down in OKC, OK and the Word of God continuously guided me and comforted me. I recorded those dialogues in my prayer letter
. Especially over ten years later, when my dissertation topic gradually narrowed down to Chinese home schooling mothers, I came to realize that those logos came alive to be my personal rhema. 
B. An Exchanged Life 
The call to full time ministry was another pivotal point for an exchanged life. How? God reminded me of the dream I had back in my teens—to be a reporter (in Chinese, it is so-called a king without a crown無冕王). This dream had been fulfilled as I was working for a secular newspaper right before I came to the US. However, this time my old-self need to be broken first in order to be the spokesperson for the King of kings. 
       1. Be My Spokeswoman.
One time while I was working on the homework of Bible Study Fellowship, September, 15, 1998, the Word of God just hit me on the spot. “... if you utter worthy, not worthless, words, you will be my spokesperson. ”(Jer. 15:19). One month later, as I waiting on the Lord, I felt like a caterpillar going through metamorphosis process. The words for me from that Women’s Retreat were: “Peace I leave unto you, my peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you” (Jn. 14: 27). 
       2. It’s My Birthday.
      On the day I found out I was accepted to Fuller Seminary and it happened to be my 
Birthday in January, 1999. That morning in my prayer time He said, “I am the Lord your 
God, who brought you out of Egypt. Open wide your mouth and I will fill it.” (Ps.81:10).
      3. His Big Rainbow vs. My Little Face.
      However, with God’s promise, my faith was still little. That July, I finally had one of my dreams fulfilled—to see the famous Niagara Falls from the Canadian side. I was blown away by the vastness of God’s creation and also felt slapped in the face because of the size of my face (faith). On that special day, while walking around the site and hearing the thunderous sounds, sometimes I saw an arch of rainbow here and there around the falls of tremendous water. “It must be a technologically made effect formed in the photography darkroom.” I said, as I pointed to a post-card with a semi-circle of rainbow hanging on the top of Niagara Fall.  I said this to my friends in a souvenir shop near the Falls, rather showing off my personal on-hands experience of being an amateur photographer. I had often developed negative films in a darkroom during my college years. As we walked out of the store, I could not believe what I saw right in front of my eyes! It was exactly a semi-circle rainbow hanging on the Niagara Fall as in the postcard.

“Oh, Lord, I am sorry. Forgive my pride and unbelief in your almighty power, beauty and creativity.” was the prayer from my heart! 

      4. Mourning For the Dead. 

      The first day I moved into my new apartment at Fuller campus on Sep. 22, 1999, I wrote an e-mail to my prayer partners. Some excerpts as below. 

I am alive and well as Jesus! With His grace and your intercession, I did make it this past 3-day-long driving alone from Colorado to California. However, my heart was grieved by the most devastating earthquake in Taiwan over the last 100 years. 3,000 people died. As I look back, the Lord did say something to me. Last Wed. in church Women’s Bible Study, Betty, one of the church sisters, gave me this word while a group of ladies were praying over me to send me off to Fuller. “Isaiah 43:4, because you are precious in my sight and honored and I love you, I give men in return for you and peoples in exchange for your life. Betty continuously said “Laura, because you have given Him your life, He will cause you to live the exchange life by bringing other to Himself through you.” Then, less than one week, the earthquake happened. I was totally shocked. It dawned on me that I could have been one of the victims in the quake.  
5. The Birth of a Vision.  
     On December of 1999, in my spirit, I saw a vision of "Mission to China" during a memorial service
. In the vision I saw a wedding picture, in which the couple stood in front of the altar. To the right of the bride were the four Chinese characters of “Chinese Mission”–宣教中國 . I was reminded of that it was a must to have a “funeral” of the old self before becoming the “Bride of Christ.”  
IV. Bride of Christ
      Yes, after a long period of waiting, Esther did beautify herself to be the bride, entered the inner court of the king and then asked for the whole nation of the Jews!  As Tommy Tenny said, one night with the King can change a nation!  Like Esther, I need to prepare myself and to have a unified life with Christ and to be an intercessor for my own Chinese people, since He had called me by name.   

A. He Knows My Name

       Esther is a Jewess orphan girl, but she lived up to her royal name Esther as a star, as well as the meaning of her Jewish name, Hadassah, the fragrant myrtle tree. In contrast, I came from a small farm village in middle part of Taiwan. My Chinese name, Li-Hua means beautiful flowers. My American name, Laura, means the crown of leaves, which has the healing power and means Victoria. Plus Rev. 22:2 says, the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. Also Mal. 4:2 says, “But you that fear my name shall be the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wing” and Sun happened to be my last name. 

B. For Such Time as This

      Then, I asked myself what is it “for such a time as this”?  I found that it is a time which needs good people in leadership, in the nations, in business, in education, in communications, and in the home. It is a time which needs to consider the kind of morals and philosophies of those molding and shaping the minds of the youth. Christian educators need to take into consideration influence of the mass media. It is a time which the nations are neglecting to preserve the fountains of righteousness. Since prayer is outlawed from schools, homosexuality paraded as a civil rights issue instead of sin. The murder of innocent babies is legalized. And now is the time that one of every two marriages might end up in divorce. 

      Like Queen Esther, I need to pay the price in order to receive favor from the King. However, to pay the price for me means to be equipped more before I go out to do  ministry. And I need to be more submissive to God and go through treatments before I enter into the presence of God. Through Esther’s story, I leaned to see my life from a life-long perspective and embrace my destiny. I have a passion for God’s glory to be proclaimed to the whole earth, to take Father-heart of God’s healing to the nations and set the bondage free. I will use my gifts of teaching, writing and intercession to fulfill the call to be God’s spokeswoman. Queen Esther gave her life as a living sacrifice and offering unto God for the sake of her won people. I need that kind of sacrificial love toward my own Chinese people. 
V. Conclusion
      As I recount what the Lord has led me through these past 13 years, I feel I had renewed the convent with Him. I appreciated what Boomershine said “Our lives are story journey…but at the deepest and most profound level, the stories of our lives are empowered and given meaning by being connected with God’s story” (1988: 16).  I was grateful for the gift of Queen Esther’s story.  It has literally enabled me to make this journey.  
       After going through the process of rethinking and analyzing my voyage, I came to understand that the Lord I serve is an expert in teaching with multiple intelligences and experiential learning. He met me where I was and spoke my heart language. Once I was disconnected from His creation; now He speaks loud and clear to my whole being through nature. These moments had taken place on a mountain top, at the bottom of a waterfall, and on a sun-scorched desert. He also gave me the sign of a rainbow, the vision of sacred wedding ceremony to confirm his eternal covenant. Above all, He promised, “Be faithful unto death and I will give you a crown of life” (Rev.2:10b). 

       As Mordecai said to Esther, “And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?” (Es. 4:14b). The palace for Esther meant fulfilling the Lord’s mission and her destiny. Similar to Esther, I want to receive the crown of life from the King of kings. One day I will lay it before the Throne in Heaven and hear the Lord say to me, “Well done, my faithful servant.”
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� 1. Arise, my darling, my beautiful one, and come with me. See! The winter is past; the rains are over and gone. Flowers appear on the earth; the season of singing has come, the cooing of doves is heard in our land. The fig tree forms its early fruit; the blossoming vines spread their fragrance. Arise, come, my darling; my beautiful one, come with me.  (Ps. 2:10-13). 


2. It was good for me to be afflicted so that I might learn your decrees. (Ps. 119: 71)


3. Record my lament; list my tears on your scroll- are they not in your record? (Ps. 56:8)


4. Who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?" (Es. 4:14b) 


5. But take your consecrated things and whatever you have vowed to give, and go to the place the Lord will choose (Deut. 12:26). 


6. You are not being sent to a people of obscure speech and difficult language, but to the house of Israel not to many peoples of obscure speech and difficult language, whose words you cannot understand. Surely if I had sent you to them, they would have listened to you (Ez. 3: 5-7). 





� The Memorial service was for Carol.  She was an English teacher at “Doorway English school” of that at the Boulder Presbyterian Church in Colorado. Before she died of brain cancer, she always opened her home for Monday morning Bible study for International Students. It was about one year before that vision she helped me proofread my “Spiritual Autobiography” for applying Fuller theological Seminary.  “Why did the vision (Mission to China) came to me during her memorial service? ”  It started to make sense to me while I was pondering and writing this paper about China.  Her photo was shown at http://photos.yahoo.com/bc/sunl01/vwp?.dir=/Boulder+Chinese+Fellowship+Jan+1997-1999&.dnm=011a++Doorway+Carol.jpg&.src=ph&.view=t&.hires=t. 








