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PART A--NARRATIVE

I. Introduction

      As “doing all as unto the Lord” mandates a standard of excellence, an excellent teacher is an educator who integrates faith and learning so well that the students have life-transforming experiences under his/her teaching. This paper explores an excellent teacher from four aspects which can be seen in Part B--Curriculum. They are spiritual formation of Christ-likeness, the knowledge of the three S’s (self, subject, and students), teaching methodology as well as building a communal community. Then, this narrative concludes with being an excellent teacher based on Jesus’ incarnational model. 

II. Spiritual Formation of Christ-likeness

      First, teaching is about how we relate to students, challenging the social norms surrounding teaching, critically reflecting on our work, and learning who we are as authentic teachers (Cranton 2001: 105). Through an ongoing process of reflection and transformation, the true self will emerge in the classroom in terms of explicit, implicit and hidden curriculum. Thus, transformative teaching involves examining assumptions and beliefs that have been uncritically assimilated. In other words, an excellent teacher is an authentic teacher.  
      As Paul urged the Romans to offer their selves as living sacrifices to the Lord (Rom. 12: 1-2), this offering of one’s self is a lifelong process of self-discovery. Palmer (1998) asserted that by facing fears boldly, teaching from one’s undivided self, eventually every major thread of one’s life experience can be honored. After all, self-reflection and remembering one’s self enable one to reclaim the wholeness of one’s life. Any authentic call ultimately comes from the voice of the teacher within. A Christ-like curriculum of these four spiritual disciplines--solitude, silence, worship and study—as Willard (1998) claims, are being practiced in an excellent teacher’s daily walk. 
      The responsibility of Christian education is the nurture and training of youth in the truth of God and in the fear of the Lord. Teaching is always going on and is as inescapable as life itself. The authenticity of identity and integrity is the basic of Christ-like curriculum. God’s truth is of universal scope, every aspect of education must be brought into relation to God’s truth (Gaebelein 1968: 6, 7). 

III. the Knowledge of the Three S’s

      Secondly, teachers who are reflective and who act to improve their teachings based on their insights become master teachers who mentor and lead others. An excellent teacher is also a knowledgeable teacher. In relation to faith-learning integration, Gaebelein asserts that the criterion of craftsmanship which provides motives of teaching reaches past self-achievement (both teachers’ and students’) to the glory of God.
      An excellent teacher articulately infuses the knowledge of the three S’s--self, student, and subject--with a great passion from his whole being, knowing and doing. Regarding the knowledge of self, one is able to reflect and keep balanced in one’s own identity and integrity. One’s life manifests the “excellence” within one’s calling and validates the fact that who God calls God also equips. Furthermore, the excellent teacher is transparent and vulnerable in sharing one’s own feelings with the students. 

Regarding the knowledge of the students, an excellent teacher is the one who understands human development and teaches according to students’ ages, cultures and settings. One is able to build up trust relationships with the students, believes in them, and expects them to be the best. In the meantime, one strategically helps the students build a bridge between the academic text and their own lives.
      In respect to the knowledge of the subject, an excellent teacher is passionate about the subject which he/she teaches. In the meantime, he/she continuously learns from other experts. As a result, one’s passion for the subject is contagious to the students. While being on top of the knowledge of the subject, one keeps his/her teaching fresh and not forgets to give glory back to the Lord. 
IV. Teaching Methodology
Thirdly, knowing the subject matter so well, an excellent teacher uses different approaches to teach and also learns from the students (Macrorie 1984: 231). As shown in Part B--Curriculum, the teachable moment is intentional. A comprehensive and cohesive lesson is designed to enhance motivation and retention for the learner. Following Jesus’ model of teaching as a great communicator, an excellent teacher employs analogies, asks questions and challenges students to think and grow by struggling with a momentary dis-equilibration.
 Further, an excellent teacher takes into consideration the uniqueness and learning styles of each student in terms of applying David Kolb’s Experiential Cycle of learning and Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences theory. An excellent teacher uses various forms of materials, including films, tapes and other audio-visual aids, to capitalize on the power of storytelling. He/she also provides learners with opportunities for making choices, so the students become producers, creators, and thus develop responsibility. An excellent teacher also leads the students to see the big picture, relate the learning to real life, and allow the student to embrace the ownership of learning. 
In the meantime, bearing Palmer’s concept of “microcosm” in mind, an excellent teacher teaches more with less (1998:122). As seen in Part B--Curriculum, in terms of scope and sequence, an excellent teacher creates short-range and long range plans that are links to student needs and performance. One designs lessons and activities that operate at multiple levels to meet the developmental and individual needs of students and to help all progress. One implements learning experiences that are appropriate for curriculum goals, relevant to learners, and based on principles of effective instruction including activating student prior knowledge, anticipating preconceptions, encouraging exploration and problem solving, and building new skills on those previously acquired. 
Therefore, an excellent teacher knows how to observe, reflect, speak and listen, with passion and with discipline in the circle gathered around a given subject with the students, the self and the community. Because reality is only known by being in the community and that reality is a web of communal relationships (Palmer 1998:104-6). 

                                 V. Building a Communal Community 
       Fourthly, thus, the call of an excellent teacher is for a wholly Christian world view on the part of Christian education, which embraces the grand concept of a Christ who is the image of the invisible God, by whom all things are created, who is before all things, and by whom all things consist or hold together (Gabeliean 1968: 23). In terms of the reconciliations of Christian world view, eventually the Christian teachers’ true intellectual and spiritual home is in the Word of God. It is essential to make Christianity and the Bible the living centre for the curriculum.
       With a global perspective, an excellent teacher is God’s change agent in terms of faith-learning integration and cultural transformation. As Lingenfelter notes, “all of us are people of a culture, and we carry our own cultural heritage and practices, including our practice of faith, with us into every situation of life.” (2003: 9) An excellent teacher is the one who has a clear understanding of one’s own cultural self, and how that self restricts ones’ acceptance of and service to others. A global perspective is vital. What is particularly difficult in cross-cultural encounters is thinking about education as the transmission of different cultures. However, to learn from Jesus, an excellent teacher begins as learner, listening and asking questions just as Jesus mastered the cultural ways of the people around him (Lingenfelter 2003: 22). Modeling after Jesus, an excellent teacher connects the subject with life, as long as his/her heart, mind and soul are being transformed into the image of God. In macro scale, an excellent teacher builds a learning environment which is a community of truthtelling that puts learners at ease while they are experiencing the excitement and unease of challenges (Macrorie 1984: 231).

VI. Conclusion

       In Sum, an excellent teacher lives faithfully and brings abundant blessings (Palmer, 1998: 183). In the Bible, Moses asks God for a name of God to tell his people. In one translation, God responds, “I am that I am becoming” which means in my unity with authenticity, my authenticity does not be, it becomes (Cranton 2001:68). Therefore,  although it is unlikely for an excellent teacher to be perfect as Jesus is a 200% person, one can learn to become incarnational as Jesus is.                                 
PART B--CURRICULUM

A Curriculum of Adult Sunday School for Vineyard of Harvest (VOH) Church 

VOH Mission Statement: 
       Spirit-Empowering, Word-Convicting, Life-Transforming, and Mission-Mobilizing
I. Course Title: Chinese Generation of Faith  
II. Course Background

     Chinese culture in some ways, is similar to Jewish culture in terms of family–orientation. In that the Chinese immigrants left their homeland and came to settle down in the U.S., they are more or less like the Diaspora Jews. They are also entrusted with their responsibility of passing their spiritual heritage to the next generation. However, faith is always but one generation away from extinction. No matter how Overseas-Born-Chinese (OBC) parents may love and serve God, they can not believe for their American–Born–Chinese (ABC) children. Yet, OBC parents can learn from the biblical example of Moses where he urged the Israelites to teach the words of the Law to their children (Deut. 6: 7-9, 20-21, also 4: 9-10, 11:19), and help their children take their first steps of faith. The Israelites already had a rich legacy of stories to draw upon in explaining God’s way to their children: the creation narrative, the lessons of the Patriarchs, the account of the Exodus, and the memory of lessons from the wilderness journey (Deut 6:20-25).  Now the Law of Moses would further help them talk about practical ways to follow God.
III. Course Purpose

     A famous youth worker follows the motto, “It’s a sin to bore a kid with the gospel.” OBC parents need to avoid boring their children with what and how they teach them about God. With so many creative, affordable resources now available, parents have an unprecedented opportunity to impact the minds, hearts, and imaginations of their youngsters for the Lord in a positive way. 

IV. Course Setting

      The Lord commanded the Israelites to teach their children about His commandments. OBC parents, like the Israelites, are not only crossing a geographical boundary, but also a cultural boundary before settling down in the LA as their Promised Land. 

V. Students Profiles 

      1. Chinese parents who came to the U.S. as immigrants. 

      2. They are all 25 year-old or older, with different professional backgrounds, 

          and they are all concern about their ABC children’s faith.     

      3. They desire to learn about how to be a godly parent.

VI. Course Plan: Scope and Sequence
                                        a. Objectives of Lessons

	Lesson               
	                          Title
	    Texts/ Content
	Major Lesson Objective/

  that students will 

	      1
	Parenting with Purpose
	Deut. 6: 4-9;  Jn.21:15-18

	Make home as the Bible-learning center

	      2
	Building Family Altar
	Noah’s Ark
	Make home as family worship center  

	      3
	Singing on Solid Rock
	Rom 12: 1-2 and 2 film clips
	Understand the meaning of Living Sacrifice 

	      4
	Hannah’s Prayer
	I. Samuel 2:1-10.
	Gain understanding of A Mom’s Prayer

	      5
	Mary’s Song
	Luke1:46-55        
	Gain understanding of Mary’s song 

	      6
	Zechariah's Prayer 
	Luke1:67-80 

	Gain understanding of A Dad’s Prayer 

	      7
	Mature in Christ
	II. Cor. 3:3; 5:20; 9:7; 10:5


	Be motivated to learn and Growing in Christ

	      8
	A Letter from Christ
	II. Cor. 3:1-3
	Be get in touched with the Spirit of the Living God 

	      9
	Ambassador for Christ
	II. Cor. 5:17-21


	Be entrusted with the ministry of reconciliation 

	    10
	A Cheerful Giver
	II. Cor. 9:6-15


	Practice the Blessing of Generosity

	    11
	A Godly Warrior
	II. Cor. 10:3-6
	Make Captive Thoughts Obedient to Christ

	    12
	Finish Well
	Course Summary
	Be Charged-up and Celebrate


b. Themes and Sequence

	   Lesson /  Theme
	 1
	  2
	        3
	  4
	 5
	 6
	  7
	  8
	 9
	  10
	  11
	  12

	1.Parenting  

       w/ Purpose 
	  I
	  I
	 R
	 R
	R
	 M
	 M
	 M
	 M
	 M
	  X
	  X

	2. Family Altar  
	  
	  P
	 R
	 R
	R
	 R
	 R
	 R
	 R
	 M
	  X
	  X

	3. Transition/

    Formation
	
	
	I, P 
	 R
	R 
	 R 
	 R
	 R
	 R
	 M
	  X
	  X

	4. Mom’s   

    Prayer 
	
	
	 
	P, R 
	R
	 R
	 R
	 R
	 R
	 M
	  R
	  X

	5. Praise  

         /Humble 
	
	
	
	
	P, R 
	 R
	 R
	 R
	 R
	 R
	  R
	  M

	6. Dad’s  

    Prayer 
	
	
	
	
	
	I, P
	 R
	 R
	 R
	 R
	  R
	  M

	7. Maturity   
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 I, P
	 R
	 R
	 R
	  R
	  M

	8. Spirit / Heart
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	I, P
	 R
	 R
	  R
	  R

	9.Reconciliation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	I,P
	 I, P
	  R
	  R

	10. Giving
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 I, P
	  R
	  R

	11. Renew


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	I, P
	  M

	12.Finish Well  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	R,M,X


*I- Intro.; P- Presentation, Test/Quiz ; Review–Material is Review; 

  M--Mastery ; X--Maintenance
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Beatitudes Lesson. 

 APPENDIXES: Two Sample Lessons

                                  Lesson 1:  Parenting with Purpose

“Parenting with Purpose” is going to cover the “How” of how to pass on the love for God to the children in the context of Chinese immigrants’ culture. 

Objectives of Lesson 1:  The students will be able 

To Know--God’s command regarding the responsibility of parents

To Be--Honor to be entrusted as a trainer of disciples.

To Do--Make home as the Bible-learning center
Materials needed 

(a). 12 Paper table plates, 12 fortune cookies and 12 red envelops with scriptures;

(b). Three sheets of the story of a wooden bowl 
(c). A projector, plus the transparences of 

       *the story of a wooden bowl 

       * Scriptures: 1). Deut. 6: 4-9; 2). John 21: 15-18

       * the lyric of worship song--As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. 
       * The story of a missionary: There is always enough, p.13 (by Heidi Baker)  
Lesson Plan 

* Pass the sheets of outline (see APPENDIX)
1.  A Word A Lesson (0:00—05:00)
Let us look at the first Chinese character for today’s lesson—Migrate. 
# Transparency 

Chinese:  Language of God?

The Chinese Language   

· It is the oldest, continuously written language in the world.

· It was first written over 4,500 years ago.

· The inventors of the written language drew pictures to express words or ideas.

· Simple pictures were combined to make more complex thoughts.

*Q&A:  Can any one give me the definition of Migrate?

# Transparency 

What is the meaning of Migrate?

    --TO MOVE FROM ONE 

COUNTRY OR REGION 

AND SETTLE IN ANOTHER

遷 =
Migrate

    大     ＋      巳       ＋      走      ＋       西 
             Great        Division        Walk            West                   

What is Migrate?  after   GREAT DIVISION WALK WEST

2. Anticipatory Set: The Story of a Wooden Bowl (06:00—10:00)

People used to jokingly said, wherever Chinese people go, there are Chinese restaurants. So, even after migration, Chinese food is still important part of Chinese culture. 

In fact, for Chinese family, sharing a meal together has a significant meaning. 

However, now let me share a story of a family meal too.  
# Transparency – The Story of a Wooden Bowl

also gave the sheet to 3 students and ask them 3 take turn to finish reading 

Then you can share 

Q 1. What strikes you most from this story?

      Q 2. What are the things you want your kids learn during the meal time?

A Wooden Bowl

 There are four characters in this story: grandpa, son, daughter-in-law and a four year-old grandson. The story goes like this:

       An old man went to live with his son, daughter-in-law, and four-year old grandson. 

       The old man's hands trembled, his eyesight was blurred, and his step faltered. The family ate together at the table. But the elderly grandfather's shaky hands and failing sight made eating difficult. Peas rolled off his spoon onto the floor. When he grasped the soup bowl, soup spilled on the tablecloth. 

       The son and daughter-in-law became irritated with the mess. "We must do something about Grandfather," said the son. “I've had enough of his spilled milk, noisy eating, and food on the floor.” So the husband and wife set a small table in the corner. *

      There, Grandfather ate alone while the rest of the family enjoyed dinner. Since Grandfather had broken a dish or two, his food was served in a wooden bowl. 

When the family glanced in Grandfather's direction, sometimes he had a tear in his eye as he sat alone. Still, the only words the couple had for him were sharp admonitions when he dropped a chopstick or spilled soup. 

       The four-year-old watched it all in silence. 

       One evening before supper, the father noticed his son playing with wood scraps on the floor. He asked the child sweetly, "What are you making?" Just as sweetly, the boy responded, "Oh, I am making a little bowl for you and Mama to eat your food in when I grow up." *

The four-year-old smiled and went back to work. 

      The words so struck the parents so that they were speechless. Then tears started to stream down their cheeks. Though no word was spoken, both knew what must be done. 

      That evening the husband took Grandfather's hand and gently led him back to the family table. For the remainder of his days he ate every meal with the family. And for some reason, neither husband nor wife seemed to care any longer when a fork was dropped, milk was spilled, or the tablecloth was soiled. *

Qs:
a. What strike you most from this story?

b. What are the things you want your kids learn during the meal time?

 Summary

      As long as we keep this story in mind, it will for sure make us think about how to be  a parent by example. Children quickly see through empty religion. They know instinctively what parents truly believe. Therefore, we as parents need to model Christlikeness if we want to see children take any interest in the things of the Lord. 

But first we need to know the Word of God for ourselves before trying to pass it on.

      So, now let us turn to the Bible and read the word of God. 

3. Group Activity (11:00-25:00)

* Divide class to two group:A  and B;  A read  OT,  B read NT 

Read the Word silently and see what are the things repeated again and again in the passage.   

On the white board, write
OT, Deut. 6: 4-9;    NT:  John 21: 15-18;    

 *ask : What is repeated in the passage ? and Why? 
1. On the white board, write down the repeated words that students said, 

      --On, when them on your; Jesus said, Feed my lambs

# Transparency 

Deut. 6: 4-9


4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and 

                                              with all your soul and 

                                              with all your strength.

6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.
7 Impress them on your children. 

  Talk about them when you sit at home and 

                              when you walk along the road, 

                              when you lie down and 

                              when you get up.


8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and 

    bind them on your foreheads.
9 Write them on the door-frames of your houses and                     

                      on your gates.

     bind them on your foreheads.
9 Write them on the door-frames of your houses and 

                      on your gates.
========

John  21: Jesus Reinstates Peter

15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these? Yes, Lord, he said, you know that I love you. 

Jesus said, Feed my lambs.
16 Again Jesus said, Simon son of John, do you truly love me? He answered, Yes, Lord, you know that I love you. 

Jesus said, Take care of my sheep.
17 The third time he said to him, Simon son of John, do you love me? Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, Do you love me? He said, Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you. 

Jesus said, Feed my sheep.

Summary: from the scriptures we learn that
1. We need to cultivate our own faith by developing a personal contact with God. (6:1-9) 

2. To accomplish this, we need to fear the Lord all the days of our lives(6:2); 

3. To love the Lord with all our being—heart, soul, and strength ( 6: 5); 

4. and to establish habits and strategies for recalling and rehearsing the story of God’s dealings in our own lives and in the lives of our forefathers as well (6: 7-9). 

*Let us look at the scriptures again, this time check how many verb are in the passage and what are they?   

# Transparency --

# Write on the Board

      OT, Deut. 6: 4-9;    NT:  John 21: 15-18;                  Now 

               9 verbs                 Feed my Sheep                        ?

* Look at the Transparency

I. OT: 9 verbs 
7 Impress them on your children. 

  Talk about them when you sit at home and 

                              when you walk along the road, 

                              when you lie down and 

                              when you get up.
8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and 

   bind them on your foreheads.
9 Write them on the door-frames of your houses and on your gates.

II. NT: Feed my lambs. 

III. Now : ?  in Chinese Immigrant Context
*Q&A—

a. How many verbs are here?  ( 10 total , 9 in OT and one in NT) 

b. Apply to the current situation, what Verbs we can come up with?
     In other words, what kind of activities involved in our daily routines? 

Wait for answer…

Summary
What kind of habits do you have?   

What TV programs and movies are you watching? 

What music or radio program are you listening to? 

What books are you reading? 

What food are you eating? 

In other words, we need to ask that what kind of values behind these activities we wish to pass on to our children. Before we do it, we had better think about it first. 

       c. As Jesus said to Peter: feed my Lambs.

         With what kind of food do you think Jesus asked Peter to feed His lambs?

         Eat and Drink the body and blood of Jesus

Sometimes, God also used other cultural context to answer our Q. 

*ask one student to read there is always enough p.13.

Summary

I did not realize that till I read this missionary story there is always enough p.13.

Read … “We eat and drink from his body and blood, and as a result, there is always enough”

4. Cultural consideration: Be Creative Anytime, Any where (26:00-40:00)
 Who among us does not want to succeed in life and prosper in performing tasks? Joshua certainly did. As he prepared to lead his people into Canaan, God told him of a way to have success and prosperity. The Lord commanded, “This Book of the law shall mediate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous and then you will have good success (Josh. 1:8).” This will be examined in Lesson Four: “Dancing on the Solid Rock”

      Once, Confucius, the greatest Chinese teacher, said, "I hear and I forget; I see and I remember; I do and I understand." According to Jewish culture, God command Israelites to do this(6: 4-9): to pass on their spiritual heritage to their children. Moses even wrote a song to declare God’s way to Israel (32; 1-47). It was a good lesson on the use of the arts to celebrate the Lord and encourage children to learn about the faith (31;9-13, 19, 22, 30). Also with the help of Holy Spirit, our lives should produce this kind of fruits in us: love, joy, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no conflict with the law (Gal. 5: 22-23). 

       In addition, there are so many Chinese cultural symbols we can use to pass on our spiritual heritage, Can you think of any? (Wait for a while let them think) 
a). From the OT, we learn that we can help youngsters memorize the word of God by putting daily Bible verse on the mirror, fridge, or wherever is easy to read.

b). Use a drawing, a poem, a song, or story–telling about your journey with the Lord, or making a crafts of a crown, a miniature of a worship altar, etc. 

c). Q: When is the story of the wooden bowl we shared 15 minutes ago taking place? 

     A: During the meal time, right. Actually, table fellowship also plays a significant role 

         in both Chinese family and Church life.

Summary

We can even start “Parenting with Purpose” from next meal. 

Pass “Paper table plate & fortune cookies VS. Red envelops.”

For example: every time you eat the fortune cookies or open a Red envelop, read the words both from inside the fortune cookies and the eggs, you can start talking about the Lord with children around the table.

5. Conclusion 

As we remember the “Last Supper,” Jesus washed his disciple’s feet, and the lesson we just learn from “the wooden bowl, let us read the lyric of the songs together. 

# Theme song—We will serve the Lord.  Then take the elements together.

Finish this lesson with the time of Q&A 

VIII. Conclusions and Strategies for Spiritual Formation

            Students have learned in the Bible that God desires our wholehearted devotion. “ I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God who will not share your affection with any other god! I do not leave unpunished the sins of those who hate Me. . . But I lavish My love on those who love Me and obey My commandments (Exodus 20: 5b-6).” Also, through this lesson, they will identify more with Jewish culture by appreciating their role as Chinese parents. They learned how to let Christ –the Word made flesh—dwell richly in their own heart, make them wise, and use his words to teach and counsel each other. As Paul writes, they should sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts.(Col. 3: 16)”  
      Students have been encouraged by the word of God such as Psalm 38: 25: “ I have been young and now I am old, and in all my years I have never seen the Lord forsake a man who loves him nor have I seen the children of the godly go hungry . . .” 

Also, students learn how to teach their children in terms of spiritual formation by building something symbolic they want to pass on to their kids. There are so many Chinese cultural symbols they can use in terms of passing on their Christian heritage, such as red envelopes with Bible verses, table plates with 9 fruits of Holy Spirit or 12 animals to build up their character. For example, since this year is the year 2003, the year of the Lamb, have children meditate on the characteristics of the “Lamb”, how the Bible present the lamb, and what the symbol of the Lamb is).  Furthermore, students can come up creative ideas through brainstorming in the class. There are many ways to help their youngsters memorize the word of God by putting daily Bible verse on the mirror, fridge, or wherever is easy to read. They can also use Jigsaw Puzzles, a drawing, a poem, a song, or story–telling about your journey with the Lord, or making a crafts of a crown, a miniature of a worship altar. 

IX. Summary of the Lesson Presentation

1. First, during the process of this lesson, a trust relationship between the students and teacher has been built up as a learning community. 
2. The Student Learning Style Matrix is taken into consideration, as they went through 

A. The four stages of Kolb’s Experiential learning models: 

1). A Word a Lesson: Migration 

     The story of wooden bowl—Concrete experience; 

         2)  The Book: Deut. 6 and John 21--Reflective Observations 

         3). Connecting the Bible with daily life—Abstract Conceptualization

         4). Contextualization: Active Experimentation

   B. Cognitive learning style—Global/Analytical style

         1). both independent work and groupwork are included, both visual/verbal; 

         2). Graphs Formula/ concrete objects--build something to symbolize their spiritual                 

              legacy.
    C. Application of MI theory

         Students, in this lesson, are engaged in Interpersonal intelligence to build up a 
         trust relationship as a learning community, Linguistic intelligence to write down  

         and verbalized Scriptures, and Logical –Mathematical to count the numbers as well.       

         The students also need to utilize the Intra-personal intelligence to relate the 
         scriptures to their daily lives and reflect; probably, they may use the Spatial 
         intelligence and Bodily-Kinesthetic intelligence, and Music intelligence to build, 
         draw or sing something.
D. The Roles of Teacher & Students

         Although this lesson reliance on the scripture texts as authority-- subject-centered, 
          it is also an adult learning and student-centered approach and having the  

          characteristics of rote learning in the literate condition.
         1). The teacher is a facilitator and motivator

             The teacher/ instructor serve as a catalyst that calls everyone to become more and  

             more engaged, to become active participants in learning. The role expectation is  

             to be a friend, colleague, entertainer, and mentor. The instructional methods   

             include lecture, dialogue, interaction, and experiential learning. Competence is 
             the key concept; and role of knowledge is free and open to engage the audience,  

            to consider issues of reciprocity.  

          2). Student’s Role as the explorers
Through this lesson, the students discover concepts and connections and apply skills by interacting with the physical world, materials, technology, and other people. They also reflect upon ideas and revise, reorganize, and expand upon their understandings with further knowledge, exploration, and debriefing. Reflective thinking is essential in this lesson for students as cognitive apprentices. Learning takes place when students observe, apply, and - through practice - refine their thinking processes in terms of how to pass on their faith to their children, since our generation lives in an era of dramatic change.
Outline                              Chinese Generation of Faith             

                                       Sunday school series
Agenda of Lesson 3--Parenting with Purpose

*  As usual, start with Prayer   

1.  A Word A Lesson:  Migrate (5min)
          Great     Division    Walk     West

2. Anticipatory Set: A story of a wooden Bowl (10 min)
Q 1. What strikes you most from this meal –eating story?

      Q 2. What are the things you want your kids learn during the meal time?

3. The Texts (10 min)
                   OT:  Deut.  6: 4-9   
                NT:  John 21: 15-18  

                Now:   ?    in Chinese Context

4. Contextualization: Be Creative Anytime, Any where (14 min)
                      Eat and Drink the Body and the Blood of Christ 

5. Conclusion (1 min)
          Theme song: As for Me and My House

                                We Will Serve the Lord

                                                              See you Next Sunday!
APPENDIXES: Two Sample Lesson

                                       Lesson #3 —Trans-ition / -formation                      

Biblical Integration: Living Sacrifice with a transformed heart, mind and soul 

Scriptures: Rom. 12:1-2

Material Needed: 2 fil-clips, VCR and DVD player.  

Method Used: watching 2 film-clips, Q&A, storytelling, group interaction 

[Note: the two steps of lesson Plan Teacher Activities/ Modeling and Check for understanding (Content/Input) —through random questioning, are actually imbedded in each step of this lesson]
I. Anticipatory Set: 

Divide the white board into A, B, C, three columns, and write Tradition on A column.

Open class session with Q&A.

Teacher: Last 2 weeks we already talked about “Parenting with Purpose” and “Building the Family Altar,” Today, we are going  to  look at  how  do we lay ourselves as living  sacrifices on the altar. Let me start with a question. 

When you think of the word “Tradition,” what comes to your mind?   

              [Write on the board]

Tradition 

 a. positive—spiritual heritage—Redeem—renew—Revival.

Jeremiah 6:16
This is what the LORD says: "Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls. 

b. Negative—Bondage—break the cycle. 

What does the Lord say about this? 

Matthew 11:29
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

II. Objectives:  

         To check students’ perceptions of tradition, transition and transformation.  

           To gain understanding of “living sacrifice” as presented in Rom 12:1-2.

           To make practical application of “living sacrifice” to personal daily life.   

III.  Guided Practice:

      [ Note: Guided Practice did also occur during the Anticipatory Set]
 A. Transitioning from the Anticipatory Set to the body of the lesson 

         [Bridge Qs] When we watch the film-clips pay attention to two things: 

1. What are the struggles the dad has when he embraces his tradition and come to face a transition?  

2. What are his actions or reactions?  

Transition:  a. change, anxiety, instability, insecure.

B. The second portion of the Guided Practice is designed for group interaction 

*Cultural consideration: in Chinese culture in which lecture is the dominate teaching  

      method, group work and discussion time may be a bit uncomfortable to them. 

Apply same thing to “Joy Luck Club” 

   [Bridge Qs] When we watch the film-clips pay attention to two things: 

1.What are the struggles the mothers have when they embrace their traditions and come to face a transition?  

2. What are the actions or reactions of those Chinese immigrant mothers?  

Share personal encounter with the word of the Lord regarding wisdom and richness.   

Jeremiah 9
23 This is what the LORD says: 
"Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom 
or the strong man boast of his strength 
or the rich man boast of his riches, 
24 but let him who boasts boast about this: 
that he understands and knows me, 
that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness, 
justice and righteousness on earth, 
for in these I delight," 
declares the LORD.

Peace:  292 verses mention Peace in the Bible.

Philippians 4:7
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

John 14:27
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

IV. Closure and Contingency:

  Review what students have learned in this lesson. Student’s report of their progress, summarize with things learned from the discussion, or one thing from each group. Also mention the relationship of this lesson to the next lesson.  

*Contingency Plan: (alternate or back up plan)

          Run out of time—a, have students continue to work at home, (e-mail me if any Qs)      

                                       b. find a good place to conclude and place remaining information 

                                           on a subsequent lesson.

        extra time – Discuss what is the other lesson we can learn from Traditions in the Bible and other resources? Next time we are going to look at a dad’s prayer— Zechariah's Song.  

