PAGE  
7

PART A--NARRATIVE

I. Introduction

      As “doing all as unto the Lord” mandates a standard of excellence, an excellent teacher is an educator who integrates faith and learning so well that the students have life-transforming experiences under his/her teaching. This paper explores an excellent teacher from four aspects which can be seen in Part B--Curriculum. They are spiritual formation of Christ-likeness, the knowledge of the three S’s (self, subject, and students), teaching methodology as well as building a communal community. Then, this narrative concludes with being an excellent teacher based on Jesus’ incarnational model. 

II. Spiritual Formation of Christ-likeness

      First, teaching is about how we relate to students, challenging the social norms surrounding teaching, critically reflecting on our work, and learning who we are as authentic teachers (Cranton 2001: 105). Through an ongoing process of reflection and transformation, the true self will emerge in the classroom in terms of explicit, implicit and hidden curriculum. Thus, transformative teaching involves examining assumptions and beliefs that have been uncritically assimilated. In other words, an excellent teacher is an authentic teacher.  
      As Paul urged the Romans to offer their selves as living sacrifices to the Lord (Rom. 12: 1-2), this offering of one’s self is a lifelong process of self-discovery. Palmer (1998) asserted that by facing fears boldly, teaching from one’s undivided self, eventually every major thread of one’s life experience can be honored. After all, self-reflection and remembering one’s self enable one to reclaim the wholeness of one’s life. Any authentic call ultimately comes from the voice of the teacher within. A Christ-like curriculum of these four spiritual disciplines--solitude, silence, worship and study—as Willard (1998) claims, are being practiced in an excellent teacher’s daily walk. 
      The responsibility of Christian education is the nurture and training of youth in the truth of God and in the fear of the Lord. Teaching is always going on and is as inescapable as life itself. The authenticity of identity and integrity is the basic of Christ-like curriculum. God’s truth is of universal scope, every aspect of education must be brought into relation to God’s truth (Gaebelein 1968: 6, 7). 

III. the Knowledge of the Three S’s

      Secondly, teachers who are reflective and who act to improve their teachings based on their insights become master teachers who mentor and lead others. An excellent teacher is also a knowledgeable teacher. In relation to faith-learning integration, Gaebelein asserts that the criterion of craftsmanship which provides motives of teaching reaches past self-achievement (both teachers’ and students’) to the glory of God.
      An excellent teacher articulately infuses the knowledge of the three S’s--self, student, and subject--with a great passion from his whole being, knowing and doing. Regarding the knowledge of self, one is able to reflect and keep balanced in one’s own identity and integrity. One’s life manifests the “excellence” within one’s calling and validates the fact that who God calls God also equips. Furthermore, the excellent teacher is transparent and vulnerable in sharing one’s own feelings with the students. 

Regarding the knowledge of the students, an excellent teacher is the one who understands human development and teaches according to students’ ages, cultures and settings. One is able to build up trust relationships with the students, believes in them, and expects them to be the best. In the meantime, one strategically helps the students build a bridge between the academic text and their own lives.
      In respect to the knowledge of the subject, an excellent teacher is passionate about the subject which he/she teaches. In the meantime, he/she continuously learns from other experts. As a result, one’s passion for the subject is contagious to the students. While being on top of the knowledge of the subject, one keeps his/her teaching fresh and not forgets to give glory back to the Lord. 
IV. Teaching Methodology
Thirdly, knowing the subject matter so well, an excellent teacher uses different approaches to teach and also learns from the students (Macrorie 1984: 231). As shown in Part B--Curriculum, the teachable moment is intentional. A comprehensive and cohesive lesson is designed to enhance motivation and retention for the learner. Following Jesus’ model of teaching as a great communicator, an excellent teacher employs analogies, asks questions and challenges students to think and grow by struggling with a momentary dis-equilibration.
 Further, an excellent teacher takes into consideration the uniqueness and learning styles of each student in terms of applying David Kolb’s Experiential Cycle of learning and Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences theory. An excellent teacher uses various forms of materials, including films, tapes and other audio-visual aids, to capitalize on the power of storytelling. He/she also provides learners with opportunities for making choices, so the students become producers, creators, and thus develop responsibility. An excellent teacher also leads the students to see the big picture, relate the learning to real life, and allow the student to embrace the ownership of learning. 
In the meantime, bearing Palmer’s concept of “microcosm” in mind, an excellent teacher teaches more with less (1998:122). As seen in Part B--Curriculum, in terms of scope and sequence, an excellent teacher creates short-range and long range plans that are links to student needs and performance. One designs lessons and activities that operate at multiple levels to meet the developmental and individual needs of students and to help all progress. One implements learning experiences that are appropriate for curriculum goals, relevant to learners, and based on principles of effective instruction including activating student prior knowledge, anticipating preconceptions, encouraging exploration and problem solving, and building new skills on those previously acquired. 
Therefore, an excellent teacher knows how to observe, reflect, speak and listen, with passion and with discipline in the circle gathered around a given subject with the students, the self and the community. Because reality is only known by being in the community and that reality is a web of communal relationships (Palmer 1998:104-6). 

                                 V. Building a Communal Community 
       Fourthly, thus, the call of an excellent teacher is for a wholly Christian world view on the part of Christian education, which embraces the grand concept of a Christ who is the image of the invisible God, by whom all things are created, who is before all things, and by whom all things consist or hold together (Gabeliean 1968: 23). In terms of the reconciliations of Christian world view, eventually the Christian teachers’ true intellectual and spiritual home is in the Word of God. It is essential to make Christianity and the Bible the living centre for the curriculum.
       With a global perspective, an excellent teacher is God’s change agent in terms of faith-learning integration and cultural transformation. As Lingenfelter notes, “all of us are people of a culture, and we carry our own cultural heritage and practices, including our practice of faith, with us into every situation of life.” (2003: 9) An excellent teacher is the one who has a clear understanding of one’s own cultural self, and how that self restricts ones’ acceptance of and service to others. A global perspective is vital. What is particularly difficult in cross-cultural encounters is thinking about education as the transmission of different cultures. However, to learn from Jesus, an excellent teacher begins as learner, listening and asking questions just as Jesus mastered the cultural ways of the people around him (Lingenfelter 2003: 22). Modeling after Jesus, an excellent teacher connects the subject with life, as long as his/her heart, mind and soul are being transformed into the image of God. In macro scale, an excellent teacher builds a learning environment which is a community of truthtelling that puts learners at ease while they are experiencing the excitement and unease of challenges (Macrorie 1984: 231).

VI. Conclusion

       In Sum, an excellent teacher lives faithfully and brings abundant blessings (Palmer, 1998: 183). In the Bible, Moses asks God for a name of God to tell his people. In one translation, God responds, “I am that I am becoming” which means in my unity with authenticity, my authenticity does not be, it becomes (Cranton 2001:68). Therefore,  although it is unlikely for an excellent teacher to be perfect as Jesus is a 200% person, one can learn to become incarnational as Jesus is.                                 
PART B--CURRICULUM

A Curriculum of Adult Sunday School for Vineyard of Harvest (VOH) Church 

VOH Mission Statement: 
       Spirit-Empowering, Word-Convicting, Life-Transforming, and Mission-Mobilizing
I. Course Title: Chinese Generation of Faith  
II. Course Background

     Chinese culture in some ways, is similar to Jewish culture in terms of family–orientation. In that the Chinese immigrants left their homeland and came to settle down in the U.S., they are more or less like the Diaspora Jews. They are also entrusted with their responsibility of passing their spiritual heritage to the next generation. However, faith is always but one generation away from extinction. No matter how Overseas-Born-Chinese (OBC) parents may love and serve God, they can not believe for their American–Born–Chinese (ABC) children. Yet, OBC parents can learn from the biblical example of Moses where he urged the Israelites to teach the words of the Law to their children (Deut. 6: 7-9, 20-21, also 4: 9-10, 11:19), and help their children take their first steps of faith. The Israelites already had a rich legacy of stories to draw upon in explaining God’s way to their children: the creation narrative, the lessons of the Patriarchs, the account of the Exodus, and the memory of lessons from the wilderness journey (Deut 6:20-25).  Now the Law of Moses would further help them talk about practical ways to follow God.
III. Course Purpose

     A famous youth worker follows the motto, “It’s a sin to bore a kid with the gospel.” OBC parents need to avoid boring their children with what and how they teach them about God. With so many creative, affordable resources now available, parents have an unprecedented opportunity to impact the minds, hearts, and imaginations of their youngsters for the Lord in a positive way. 

IV. Course Setting

      The Lord commanded the Israelites to teach their children about His commandments. OBC parents, like the Israelites, are not only crossing a geographical boundary, but also a cultural boundary before settling down in the LA as their Promised Land. 

V. Students Profiles 

      1. Chinese parents who came to the U.S. as immigrants. 

      2. They are all 25 year-old or older, with different professional backgrounds, 

          and they are all concern about their ABC children’s faith.     

      3. They desire to learn about how to be a godly parent.

VI. Course Plan: Scope and Sequence
                                        a. Objectives of Lessons

	Lesson               
	                          Title
	    Texts/ Content
	Major Lesson Objective/

  that students will 

	      1
	Parenting with Purpose
	Deut. 6: 4-9;  Jn.21:15-18

	Make home as the Bible-learning center

	      2
	Building Family Altar
	Noah’s Ark
	Make home as family worship center  

	      3
	Singing on Solid Rock
	Rom 12: 1-2 and 2 film clips
	Understand the meaning of Living Sacrifice 

	      4
	Hannah’s Prayer
	I. Samuel 2:1-10.
	Gain understanding of A Mom’s Prayer

	      5
	Mary’s Song
	Luke1:46-55        
	Gain understanding of Mary’s song 

	      6
	Zechariah's Prayer 
	Luke1:67-80 

	Gain understanding of A Dad’s Prayer 

	      7
	Mature in Christ
	II. Cor. 3:3; 5:20; 9:7; 10:5


	Be motivated to learn and Growing in Christ

	      8
	A Letter from Christ
	II. Cor. 3:1-3
	Be get in touched with the Spirit of the Living God 

	      9
	Ambassador for Christ
	II. Cor. 5:17-21


	Be entrusted with the ministry of reconciliation 

	    10
	A Cheerful Giver
	II. Cor. 9:6-15


	Practice the Blessing of Generosity

	    11
	A Godly Warrior
	II. Cor. 10:3-6
	Make Captive Thoughts Obedient to Christ

	    12
	Finish Well
	Course Summary
	Be Charged-up and Celebrate


b. Themes and Sequence

	   Lesson /  Theme
	 1
	  2
	        3
	  4
	 5
	 6
	  7
	  8
	 9
	  10
	  11
	  12

	1.Parenting  

       w/ Purpose 
	  I
	  I
	 R
	 R
	R
	 M
	 M
	 M
	 M
	 M
	  X
	  X

	2. Family Altar  
	  
	  P
	 R
	 R
	R
	 R
	 R
	 R
	 R
	 M
	  X
	  X

	3. Transition/

    Formation
	
	
	I, P 
	 R
	R 
	 R 
	 R
	 R
	 R
	 M
	  X
	  X

	4. Mom’s   

    Prayer 
	
	
	 
	P, R 
	R
	 R
	 R
	 R
	 R
	 M
	  R
	  X

	5. Praise  

         /Humble 
	
	
	
	
	P, R 
	 R
	 R
	 R
	 R
	 R
	  R
	  M

	6. Dad’s  

    Prayer 
	
	
	
	
	
	I, P
	 R
	 R
	 R
	 R
	  R
	  M

	7. Maturity   
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 I, P
	 R
	 R
	 R
	  R
	  M

	8. Spirit / Heart
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	I, P
	 R
	 R
	  R
	  R

	9.Reconciliation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	I,P
	 I, P
	  R
	  R

	10. Giving
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 I, P
	  R
	  R

	11. Renew


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	I, P
	  M

	12.Finish Well  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	R,M,X


*I- Intro.; P- Presentation, Test/Quiz ; Review–Material is Review; 

  M--Mastery ; X--Maintenance

