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      After discussing all the practices of teaching, Palmer comes to a full circle and shifts to educational reform, and in this chapter, he first inquires his readers to have a “movement mentality.” He emphasizes a paradoxical relation of the two– organization and movement. He affirms that relation is the both-and symbiosis which a healthy society requires in order to thriving on chaos. Movements represent the principle of flux and change, and they are the processes through which a society channels its energies for renewal and transformation.        

      Further, Palmer points out that a healthy society will encourage interplay between the two. (p.164) His four stages in the logic of a movement ring true for the home schooling phenomenon as a way of educational reform. That is from an isolated individual decide to live “divided no more,” to form “communities of congruence”, then these communities start going public, till lastly, a system of alternative rewards emerges to sustain the movement’s vision and to put pressure for change on the standard institutional reward system. (p. 166).  I appreciate that he ties the story of Rose Park to those teachers whoes teaching is a front-of-the–bus thing for them. “They teach in ways that honor their own deepest values rather than in ways that conform to the institutional norm.” (p. 171).
      He not only sees the positive side of the community of congruence, like a prophet, he also warns the negative side of being gather with like-minded people. This is very true in home schooling movement too. “The only way to minimize the shadow and maximize the light is to expose the movement to public critique.”  Otherwise, like the Nazis, the KKK, and Aryan Nations, in which people decide to bring their actions into harmony with the evil that is in their hearts (p. 175). I am glad that he also offers insights to the problem. Therefore, the quality of authenticity in the movement makes the different. The leaders of authentic movements willingly go public and engage in give-and-take, knowing that this public dialogue is a path toward the authority that comes from understanding and persuasion. Palmer asserts that we must stay close to our integrity in this complex filed of forces, where we can easily lose our way. Like those Chinese  home schooling mothers who seek other home schooling mothers and others who share their values, joining communities of congruence that can sustain their transformation. An authentic movement is not a play for power. Now the world becomes our classroom, and the potential to teach and learn is found everywhere. We need only be in the world as our true selves, with open hearts and minds. 

      When being asked why chose to home school?  I remembered one of the mothers said that she wanted to become a joy for her children and generations to come. What she said also echoes the conclusion of what Palmer says in this book, “It is a blessing known to generations of students whose lives have been transformed by people who had the courage to teach – the courage to teach from the most truthful places in the landscape of self and world, the courage to invite students to discover, explore, and inhabit those places in the living of their own lives. (p. 183). 

