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      The image of the community of truth in this chapter reminds me of Henri Nouwen’s service in Daybreak Center. It validates the kind of community which can help renew and express the capacity for connectedness is at the heart of authentic education (p.89). It also contrasts with the three models of community which Palmer critiques: the therapeutic, the civic, and the marketing models (pp.90-94). Though being educated in a democratic society of the US, I agree that truth is not determined by democratic means (p.92). However, to be in the truth, Palmer asserted that we must know how to observe, reflect, speak and listen, with passion and with discipline, in the circle gathered around a given subject. (p.104)
     Palmer argues about that knowing begins in our intrigue about some subject, and that intrigue is the result of the subject’s action upon us (p. 105). Being a formal reporter in Taiwan, I could relate with that writers are people who hear the music of words. More often than not, I could not be in peace until I picked up the pen and write down the thoughts occupied my mind. Sometimes, the writing, as the transcendent subject, really took me by surprise, and it is neither absolutism nor relativism. Furthermore, Palmer asserted that reality was only known by being in community and that reality is a web of communal relationships (p.105-6).     

      I was reminded of John 8: 32, “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” As the community of truth gathers around a great thing, it is the grace of great things that evokes the five virtues of education: celebrating diversity, embracing ambiguity, welcoming creative conflict, practicing honesty, and experiencing humility. (pp. 107-8). Then, any form of tyranny can be overcome by invoking the grace of great things, we, therefore, became free men and women. Otherwise once losing that gravitational pull on our lives, we might fall out of the communal orbit into the black hole of posturing, narcissism and arrogance. This happened in my own life. I had an encounter with God through a semi-circle rainbow in Niagara Fall, Canada. I was arrogant about being an experienced photographer with the knowledge of darkroom technology. But God showed me that He is greater than my knowledge by hanging a semi-circle rainbow on the sky.  
      Furthermore, according to Palmer, the inner life of great thing will be incomprehensible until one develops and deepens an inner life of one’s own. Here, I see a paradox of a large universe and a small self. Also, I was amazed by the tale of a coat with two pockets, one pocket with dust, another pocket with gold. To be a teacher under the grace of great things, Palmer concluded that one needs to wear this coat with two pockets to class every day (p. 110). Also knowing, teaching and learning is ultimately grounded on the sacred soil, and the capacity for surprise--Palmer called it “soft eyes” (p.113). With soft eyes, one learns to widen one’s periphery, to take in more of the world. It is what I need too--a pair of soft eyes.
