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      I like what Palmer pointed out right at the beginning of this chapter that becoming one’s self is the premise to be excellent in teaching. Good teaching comes from the identity and integrity of the teacher. Also, if no sense of “I” who teaches, then there is no sense of the “Thou” that learns. Therefore, the capability of connectedness is the primary criteria for great teachers who are able to join self, subject and students in the fabric of life. Instead of methods, great teachers connect with their hearts where intellect, emotion, spirit and will converge in the human self which as the loom, so teacher, students and subject can be woven into the fabric of learning and living community. 
      I can not agree more that identity and integrity are the lifelong process of self-discovery. They can not be reduced to tips, tricks, and techniques only. By choosing integrity, one becomes more whole, but not necessarily perfection, which means becoming more real by acknowledging the whole of who I am. In addition, the way Palmer contrasted the stories of Alan and Eric helps me came to a deeper understanding in this regard. Both of Alan and Eric shared the same gift of craft, suffered culture shock, however, their life diverged. Eric never overcame from culture shock due to the fear and insecurity. Allan’s respect for the material at hand made him hospitality, and teaches from his undivided self. As a result, every major thread of Allen’s life experience is honored. What a great reminder for me to model Allen’s “hospitality” way of teaching since I also came from a different cultural background.   
       Furthermore, Palmer pointed out when and how teachers loose heart? One of the reasons he mentioned is because teaching is a daily exercise in vulnerability. Usually the things one teaches are things one care about—and what I care about helps define my selfhood. However, teaching is always done at the dangerous intersection of personal and public life. Consequently, either self-reflection or self-defense will make the difference. 
“Where do reality and power reside?” I agree with Palmer’s answer: by re-membering.  That is, by putting ourselves back together, recovering identity and integrity, reclaiming the wholeness of our lives. This reminds me of that no wonder throughout the whole Bible, our God is a remembering God, He always ask his children to remember. This included remember our mentors who evokes us and awaken a truth within us. Since doing so, we remember ourselves, and by remember our selves then we remember our students. We can choose our own mentors, nevertheless, we were chosen by subjects. Palmer said, “When you truly possess all you have been and done . . . you are fierce with reality.” 
       Palmer concluded that any authentic call ultimately comes from the voice of the teacher within. This reminds me of the home schooling mom I had interviewed. The voice invites her to honor the nature of her true self.  Why it is important? If a vocation that is not mine, no matter how externally valued, does violence to the self. This answers my long-time question about the Blue Monday syndrome. Especially, I appreciate what Frederick Boehner‘s generous definition of vocation: “the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” Fortunately, Palmer pointed out that there are variety ways of finding that teacher within: solitude, silence, meditative evading and walking in the woods, keeping a journal, a friend who can listen, as many ways as we can of “ talking to ourselves.” Therefore, the authority to teach need to get in touch with the teacher within, and as I reclaim my identity and integrity, remember myself and my sense of vocation—anointing.
