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        02/24/04

I. Introduction
     “Lord, our husbands could plant and water, but it is only you who can let our children grow,” prayed Annie Su. The way she prayed impressed me when I first met her in a home schooling support group gathering. Also, at the end of that meeting, while chatting, Annie and I got to know that Biola is our common school. The only different is she got her Bachelor degree in Christian Education in 1995. Then she married Henry in 1996. Now they have a six year-old daughter, Esther, a four year-old son, Steve, and a soon expected baby. After knowing this interview assignment, I e-mailed her and she replied promptly. Therefore, the interview went as below. 
II. Interview: Q and A 
1. How did your upbringing influence your inner life?  

      I am a pastor’s daughter. Looking back, being a PK, I attended many church programs, but did not learn to have the intimate relationship with God. Neither did I learn from my parents. They only read the word of God for Sunday sermons or leading the Bible study. My mom married my dad while she was a new Christian. Only after dad died, did mom start having a personal relationship with God. My dad died when I was in between the second and third year of junior high. Then, my mom, me and my younger brother, 5 years younger than me, came to the US. We lived on the retirement pension of my mom’s elementary school teaching job. I first attended Cerritos City College, majored in music education for 2 years, then transferred to Biola and majored in Christian Education. I decided to major in Christian Education without knowing that CE is to educate a person to be a Christ-like person. Additionally, before graduated from Biola in 1995, I had a car accident, and the insurance company gave me $10, 000. I tithed, and then experienced God’s faithful protection and provision. 

2. How is your personal devotional time, worship, and prayer life look like? 

      My prayer life focuses on the intimate relationship with God. I always sense God is waiting for me during the night, and usually get many revelations in my quiet moments and personal space. When I was young in junior high or senior high, the school restrooms were my personal space, whenever I was upset by the mocking words from teachers who despised my Christian faith, I would go there and cry out to Him. 
3. How do you get renewal? 

     Now in the US, I like to pray and intercede. The most anointing spot in my home is right by the piano in the living room. Even my decision to home school is out of recognizing His voice with peace. 
4. What does mentors mean to you? 

     The Christian books that influence me most are those with the topics like how to pray for your husband, for your children, etc. I am more attracted by the female Christian writers with their intimate writing style. In addition to Stormie Omartian, the most important teacher and author to me is Joyce Meyer. I have many her teaching tapes which help me abide my life in the Word of God. Also because of her past hurting life experiences, God uses her teachings to heal me and guide me to a godly living. 
 5. How do you make sure that you do not burn out? 

     I will try to have an intimate relationship with God, read His word daily. 
6. What type of activities do you have outside the home schooling?

     Since my kids are under 7 years old now, I teach them as I teach in church Sunday school, including praise and worship, Bible verse memorization and Bible Story telling. While I told the Bible story, such as one person can’t serve two masters, the 10 virgins with the lamps, the Holy Spirit always inspires me to pass my life experience to my kids. Another thing I sense the Holy Spirit wanting me to infuse in my teaching is the concept of spiritual warfare and applies the full armor of God to our daily life. 
     Now I have collected Esther’s three devotional journal, her cursive writing/ picture, bible verses. And Esther can teach her younger brother whom I write bible verses or number in crayon for him to trace. 
7. How does your family altar time look like?

    After Henry, my husband, came home from work, he will memorize the verses with the kids. The reason my husband help kids to memorize the Bible verses and even memorize with them. In fact, our whole family memorizes, not just the kids, it is also our family altar time. Henry realized that he is the spiritual leader of the house and he is willing to take the role. I really appreciate and thank God for my husband's efforts on that.
8. How does the support group mean to you now? 

    So far the only network I have is ATI’s Chinese home school group, but my major support come from communicating with my husband. 
9. How do you face fear and struggles in teaching? 
    Though I had a bachelor degree in Christian education from Biola, I was once wondering how I was able to educate my own kids. Actually the principle of our home schooling is not to be against public school or private school, but we believe that Christian Education needs to be back on parents’ shoulders. 

      However, it's not my natural personality to stay home with kids; neither did I see it as my full time career. Maybe it's an easy and natural method for other moms to home school their kids, but to me, hmm... that takes miracles, but God did it for me. What a grace! My personal struggles with doing home schooling were lifted up with the words of God. I told God this is a narrow way for me to walk, but He promised me to lead me and my kids to the life just as He promised on Matthew 7:14: "But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it." 
    Nevertheless, facing the pressure and doubt from my mom, I still needed more confirmations for the Lord. Once, the logos become my personal rhema. Proverbs 4:23 says “above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.” That's one rhema word God gave me. I, therefore, knew why I should home school. God wants me to guard my children's hearts before they are able to do so. 
     When I was young, I always wanted to go out to do the ministry. Even till three years ago, I said to myself that if I home school then I can not love the Lord with all my heart, all my strength. However, God told me that eventually He is going to take me out of home to minister to others. But He does not want me to regret in the future that I didn't minister to my own children. Instead, He wants me to bless my children with my time and energy and shepherd my children's hearts first.  Deep down in my heart I know that home schooling is not our ultimate goal, it is a means to help us to practice our obedience to God. We have no idea how long we will home school. Just see how God leads.  

10. How does the home schooling help you find yourself as a whole or divided self? 
     For me, the biggest benefit of being a home schooling mom is that my heart has been able to settle down ever since I decided to do so. For the past six years, I was not enjoying being a mom. But now, I find the position which God had called me to, by which He challenges me and molds me. Not only my vocation but my womb the Lord asked me to give to Him and as soon as I obeyed, miracles happened. Two Chinese characters—the place of Blessing (福地) shown once on my stomach when I prayed with hand laid on my belly. But I was afraid of not being able to afford the blessing of one more child. My womb was bleeding since my second child, Steven, was born in 1999. Early last summer after I came back from Asia, I was isolated for ten days due to the SARS. At that time, God spoke to my heart via a Christian TV home schooling program. While I was so touched and willing to obey to home school, in the meantime, I found out I had been pregnant, this was medically impossible. Now, my third child is due next month. 
III. Conclude With My Findings 

      After interviewing Annie, I came to realize that the process of her decision to home school was similar to what the Apostle Paul urged the Romans to do: offer her body (heart and womb, especially) as living sacrifices. As a result, she is able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will for her life (Rom. 12: 1-2). In the meantime, I saw that Annie becomes her true self through home schooling. I concluded that she is a Christ-like teacher in terms of being able to join her self, subject and her children in the fabric of her home schooling life. No doubt at all, identity and integrity for Annie are the lifelong process of self-discovery. 
       Though Annie has many fears, boldly, she laid herself up vulnerably in front of the Lord. By choosing integrity, Annie becomes more real by acknowledging the whole of who she is, as a result, she can teach from her undivided self, and every major thread of her life experience can be honored. Due to her capability of self-reflection and remembering she is able to reclaim the wholeness of her life. 
      Annie’s sharing especially reminded me of the fact that any authentic call ultimately comes from the voice of the teacher within, the voice that invites her to honor the nature of her true self. I can imagine that if she does not respond to that voice inside her, she might become depressed. Therefore, the authority to teach comes as Annie remember herself and her sense of vocation—anointing. In the meantime she follows the rule that Kingdom obedience is Kingdom abundance and found her soul by getting into the inner life. People can see God’s hand shown through the events of Annie’s life as Jesus’ disciple. A Christ-like curriculum of these four spiritual disciplines-- solitude, silence, worship and study--was being practiced in Annie’s daily walk. As a result, Annie is able to build her home upon the rock by putting off the old person and putting on the new to follow Jesus. 
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