Twenty Teachers




                                       TTDE 855

Chap. 9: Vera Milz, Reading, Elementary School

                            Laura Sun 


      






        
                  03/09/04

      Vera was a great reading teacher in terms of her pedegogy, the innovated methods she employs and the skillful techniques she implements. I wish that time can go back and I could have her as my first reading teacher. Being an excellent reading teacher, Vera shares the following critical qualities of knowledge and practice related to the self, the subject and the students.
       Vera was a lifelong learner. She was not satisfied with the status quo. She started exploring other alternatives by the third year of teaching when she saw the reading program could not meet the needs of her children. She learned from other reading experts and implemented what she learned to her teaching. Consequently, both her and her students were benefited. Students were eager to learn from the reading tapes. They wrote and read their own books. Also, a whole world of children’s literature was open to her and her students, which also made her a resourceful person. Her resources were not limited to the textbooks that school district required. She went the extra mile. She visited other schools, observed other teaching and when the opportunity came, she was braved to switch and meet the new challenges.

      Vera was an enabler. She believed all students were moving into reading. She motivated her students to embrace the ownership of reading and writing, then enjoyed seeing them learning and growing. She assessed a child's individual progress and related reading instruction to a child’s previous experience. She had high expectations for children’s achievement, and helped children who were having difficulty. Before the first graders’ first class session, she sent written invitations to them and introduced them to the reading world by show-and-tell. Also by having the mailbox in the classroom, the communication channels were wide open between her and students even beyond the   school year. 

      Vera was a developmental teacher. Being passionate about the subject of reading, Vera understood children’s reading and writing development. She knew that reading development begins well before children enter school and continues throughout a child’s school years. She was able to use a variety of materials and texts for children to read. She networked with parents, formal students, librarians in partnership and gave opportunities to students to read inside and outside of school. She was aware that a person learns to read in the midst of meaning, not in the midst of disconnected exercises. Therefore, she helped students to read the whole world around them. Since language is learning in a social context, Vera invited parents to become involved. She understood that children learn to read by taking risks and reaching out. Therefore, she let students make mistakes and not correct them immediately. She let students make connections themselves and evaluate what they were reading on their own. Being that reading was so relevant to their lives, Vera’s students eventually were able to embrace the ownership of leaning.

Q1. Time is a limited asset. Vera faced the dilemma that she was running out of time to have  

       her students read the textbooks required by the school district as well as  the “living book” she wanted 
       her children to read. How would you have responded if you were Vera?  

Q2. With family members, school library and formal students, Vera built up a great learning   

       environment for her students. But what would you suggest if those support networks are not working?  

