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Reading Report: 3 Crucial Qs. About Spiritual Warfare. By Clinton Aronld

      A ruler is usually hold tightly in people’s hearts to measure everything they encounter with and try to get balanced. This rings true while engaging in the healing and deliverance, particularly in the area of hermeneutics, experiences, and cultural/faith traditions ministries. But how balanced is balance enough eventually depends on personal understanding, even one’s personal experiences could not be hold accountable. Thus, people criticized or applauded Arnold’s book, I think, is all resulted from their measuring process. I have my own ruler in my heart too. The following is my way of balancing my viewpoints on the three questions based on what Arnold tried to answer.

First, what is spiritual warfare?
       I appreciate what Arnold says, “Spiritual warfare is an integral part of the entire Christian experience,” so we should all seek to have a biblical and balanced view of spiritual warfare. I like Arnold’s graphic of maintaining the balance: Three enemies: Flesh, World, and Devil (pp. 32-34, 36), and the three stranded Rope. Yes, I agree that devil’s primary concern is people, and if he can focus his energies on people of status and power, he can thereby exert a significant impact on the course of culture. By looking at the nature of evil influence, it dawned on me that it has significant implication for overseas-born Chinese Christian homeschooling mothers’ life (OBCC) and their homeschooling situation.  Their twice “born again” which include geographically overseas born and spiritually being born again, complicated the situations they are struggles with.    
       OBCC, as born again Christians, always face supernatural odds in their efforts to live by the ethics and standards of Jesus Christ. As human being, OBCC might not only be bent the wrong way, but the world points them in the wrong direction, and to top it off, OBCC have a supernatural opponent pushing them down the wrong path on which they might already headed. OBCC, besides needs Christ’s help to set them free from the irresistible pull of the forces, but effort assisted by the empowering Spirit of God. Furthermore, OBCC do need a holistic approach to Christian maturity. Thirdly, OBCC’s Christian life is a life-long struggle, not a one-time fix. Thus a sound therapy and a solid mentoring/discipleship relationship are encouraged for them to have. Fourthly, the struggle is a daily affair. OBCC live in the present evil age (p.38) as specially called prayer intercessors (p. 48) for their husband and children. Their prayer should involve asking God how they should pray and then acting on the prompting and impressions the Spirit places on their mind, which is so-called listening prayer (p. 46). The heart of mission is to make disciples. I agree with what f.g 1.7 Biblical view of Church’s mission. 

Second, Can a Christian be Demon-Possesed?

       I like the metaphor of Heart home in fig. 2.3 which is very much a spatial metaphor.  
It clearly points out that Christ need to have lordship of each rooms of our life. Therefore, it is not a question to ask whether “Christian can be demon-possesed or not” is a biblical world view or a biblical-era world view. Paul talks about unforgiveness as giving a “resting place.” A resting place can be on the porch, in the kitchen, or give him the keys. So OBCC as a Christian that surrenders more and more of her life, according to Arnold, can be severely affected by demons. With a truth encounter approach, Arnold reminds us to avoid the pitfall of becoming so focused on a particular demonic issue that we neglect the care of the whole person (pp. 126, 131). While I interview OBCCs, the issues of   "generational curses" constantly pop up. The spirit of death caused some OBCCs having   suicidal thoughts even when they were five to six year-old young age.   
Thirdly, are Christians Called to Engage Territorial Spirits? 

      Arnold criticizes the lack of biblical basis for SLSW and censures it’ excesses.      However, from my personal experiences and understanding so-called “SLSW” is just transferring Kraft’s “garbage and rat” analogy from an individual level to a corporate level like a church or a community.”  This is same with the healing and deliverance ministry. Forgiveness and reconciliation are key in the SLSW. The territorial spirit to the SLSW is like the generation curses on an individual Christian. 

     On the strategical level of spiritual mapping, repentance and reconciliation in the form of what John Dawson calls “identification repentance” are the most powerful spiritual weapons that I have known. Again, I think this is same principle of Kraft’s “garbage and rat.” As long as there is forgiveness, there is no legal right for the stronghold to stay.  

       Below is an account of Identificational Repentance from my formal church in  Boulder, Colorado. It might answer what a healthy local church looks like.

“...The Tabernacle of David study at woman Bible study is going so well.  We are just really having a awesome time of worship and intercession. The spirit of God is being poured out on the church and deliverance is happening. Cleansing Streams just finished and it was incredible as we broke the spirit of rejection and we did the soul ties with sexual purity again like we did at the deliverance conference in CO Springs. The last part was the best as the men in the group all stood up in front of us and asked forgiveness for not holding us precious in their sights and for using us as sex objects. We all cried and forgave them. Then a woman asked Pastor Bob if he would stand in the gap and ask forgiveness for all the Pastors who had wounded us. Senior Pastor Walt came forward and asked us to forgive all the pastors in our lives who had not acted in a Godly way and had wounded so many of us. It was incredible. The Spirit of the Lord is powerful on Sundays and it keeps getting stronger. It is a mighty and awesome thing to see the Lord move. We are so thankful to Him….”

Ministry application

      Therefore, I am convinced that praying for healing and taking authority is something I am to do as a matter of obedience. It is not that I have been deposited with the gift of healing --though that was the prophetic word for me personally—it involves faith and obedience, the vital roles. Since I have begun to be faithful and obedient to Him in this area of healing and taking authority, I have grown in faith.  

