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Reading Report: Bondage Breaker. By Neil Anderson

      Mankind, both Christian and non-Christians, constantly struggle with negative thoughts, irrational feelings, and habitual sins. This is because, more often than not, the kingdom of darkness is far more real to mankind than the presence of God (p.18). Thus, Anderson tried to clarify the nature of spiritual conflicts and outline how they can be resolved in Christ. He claimed that one should take courage, stand firm and walk free. One does not have to be in bondage to sin anymore.
      I agree that moving from either a Western worldview or a Chinese animistic worldview to a Biblical worldview requires several paradigm shifts. People are practicing the same spiritism mentioned in the Old Testament. In pagan religions, they have skimpily changed terms from medium to channeler, and from demon to spirit guide. Depression has became an epidemic phenomenon especially in the circle of Chinese people both in the US and oversease. This is a body, soul, and spirit problem that requires a balanced body, soul, and spirit answer. It is true that we cannot take off the armor of God as long as we are living on planet earth since the possibility of being tempted, accused, or deceived is continuous (p. 21).

      Anderson could not over emphasize that Satan’s first and foremost strategy is to deceive people. Therefore, he asserted that freedom from spiritual conflicts and bondage is not a power encounter, but a truth encounter. Believing, declaring, and acting upon the truth of God’s Word, and taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ (2 Cor.10:5) is key. However, it is a believer’s individual responsibility to repent and believe the truth that will set him or her free. 

      As I read the account of Paul’s thorn in the flesh (p. 32), I was reminded of a close friend of mine. She is a devoted Christian and got divorced after seven years of marriage. Their courtship started after her ex-husband read her article entitled “The thorn in flesh.” I wish that I had read this book ten years ago to stop this tragedy. Maybe I should strongly recommend that she renounces her request for a thorn in her flesh and pray any influence by Satan be removed from her life.  

      This gives evidence that distorted concepts of God mainly come from an unbiblical belief system. These distorted concepts are also related to life experiences, interpersonal relationships. Since “Man created God in his own image,” the Holy Spirit is our best counselor at any time (Rom. 8:26-27). However, when the process of encoding and decoding goes wrong in peoples’ minds, the good news could become bad news. That is why a temporary assistant like a pastoral counselor intervenes in a victims’ life as needed. Sick people will produce sick theology, however by praying and asking the Holy Spirit we can know the problems. 
      Fortunately, God is able to turn human hurts to good and to His glory. However, without relying on His grace, human beings can’t have compassion, acceptance and love. God can truly transform hurts to healing and helpfulness. I believe inner healing is having the truth of God speaks to our hearts so that we will believe the truth rather than the lie. Many Christians have areas in their childhood where they still believe a lie. It is because they were children and they did all they could do to survive. But the Bible tells us we are to grow up to the full measure of Christ in Eph. 6. Paul says that when he was a child he thought as a child but now that he is an adult he puts away childish things.  In this way, we must go back to where we were children and were stuck because of the enemy’s lies and received the truth of Jesus to that situation and be set free. Not only does the child in us need the inner healing, but any time we believe a lie we need this inner healing. As Beth Moore put it: Our truth + 0 = incomplete. Our truth + Satan’s lies = captivity. Our truth + God’s truth = freedom
. 
In retrospect, one of my personal bondage-breaking experiences happened when the Lord reminded me of those painful years of rejection, like the crown of thorns on Jesus' head that the soldiers used to mock Him, the Father God had already turned it into a royal crown on my head and made me as His queen, like Queen Esther. Another event occurred in a prayer meeting I attended. One of group members sensed that Jesus was sitting on His throne wanting to increase His presence and His glory among us. However, at that moment I could not see His glory at all. In my spirit, the image was a scene of a sacrifice of fire as I stood by to burn the paper money to the idol. I could even sense the heat of that fire. After I had been prayed over, I was affirmed by people in the group that the Lord was going to turn that "fire of hell" into His holy fire, and increase His presence to me. The words of the Lord for me in Psalm 23:4-6 was, “Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life…” From then on, I was able to sense God's presence and hear the voice of God in a more intimate way. 

Max Lucado, the author of “Just Like Jesus” writes, “God loves you just the way you are, but he refuses to leave you there. He wants you to be just like Jesus.” So for any of God’s children who attain the free eternal salvation there is still a lot of work to do to achieve the goal of becoming free in “conforming to the image of Jesus” (Rom. 12:1, 2).
� Beth Moore, Breaking Free: Making Liberty in Christ a Reality in Life, Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 2000 ).  





