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ISCL 874: Spiritual Warfare
                                                          2005-04-22/ Laura Sun

Dr. Dong Hayward

      

Reading Report: Deep Wounds, Deep Healing. By Kraft, Charles H. 1993.
       Kraft’s model of deep-level healing is for Christians to wage spiritual warfare with our spiritual authority. On the other hand, it is purely the work of the Holy Spirit to set people free from deep-level problems. Although, as Christians, we are to avoid the "Moses mistake", there is a flow of steps in his model that one can generally follow. Kraft claims that professional psychological counseling, hand-in-hand with the inner-healing ministry, is the most effective way of deep-level healing. 

      Kraft’s healing and deliverance model starts with prayer, proceeds to repeated brief interviews and authoritative prayers, and ends with post-prayer counseling. Under the power of the Holy Spirit, the counselors are to employ techniques and professional skills that are helpful to the counselees. Kraft employs the techniques of doing back to the womb exercise, faith picturing hurtful events, and dealing with demons. 
      Kraft’s model presented in this book involves controversial issues. The first issue is about demons and inner-healing. It includes questions such as whether Christians can be demonized or not. The answer is positive once demons can gain a foothold in a Christian if s/he gives way to sin continuously. Another question is whether we should talk to demons to gain insights. Kraft affirmes that this is a God given method and is under the control of the Holy Spirit. Personally, I see the value of this method as John also said to  “test the spirits to see whether they are from God”(1 Jn. 4:1). By testing I believe it could mean commanding under the Holy Spirit to gain information. This is different from consulting with demons which is forbidden in the Old Testament.   
       The second issue is about the generational curse. Such a question like whether people inherit demons from their ancestors or not. There is no doubt about this because demons have gained legal right to the descendants of those who dedicated their descendants to Satan. Another question is why people should suffer for the sins of their ancestors.  It is because humans are affected not only by their own conduct but also by that of others. The third is whether the generational curse stops at the time when a person becomes a Christian or not. The answer is negative because God wants us to reckon with our own sins and generational curses. Therefore, I believe that if we see any pattern of suffering throughout the members of the family, we should be cautioned to deal with generational curse in inner-healing.

       The third issue is about imagination and retrieval of memory. The first concern is that Satan may intrude into faith picturing. But this concern should not stop us from exercising faith picturing as long as we exercise spiritual discernment. The second concern is about truthfulness in faith-picturing. Some people will not agree with the practice of suggesting people find Jesus in the picture of their hurting memory. People argue that the logic of Jesus is present at the event because He transcends time is not sound. However, I would say, there is healing in the presence of Jesus. And it depends on how the counselee interprets the picture. So by the power of Holy Spirit, what the counselor should do is to help the counselee see from Jesus’ viewpoint. What I appreciate most in the healing ministry is that the counselor gently reminds the counselees of the biblical truth and gently guides the counselees to receive forgiveness from God. 

Additionally, the readiness of the person is another crucial point. In other words, one needs to discern whether it is the right timing to deal with the sensitive issues. People’s will to co-partner is important too, though Jesus can over-rule. Power encounters should go hand-in-hand with truth encounters and allegiance encounters. We need to demonstrate God’s authority, power and His ever-lasting love.  

      In terms of deliverance, I believe the Holy Spirit is the one in control if we submit to Him totally. I can see the value of getting information from demons, since the information gained can be used against demons to speed healing and deliverance. Besides, hearing demons confess lies gives the person confidence and a sense of peace. This is true to me personally. I do not see God’s mighty power and authority magnified in the deliverance session if the prayeree vomits, shouts and is tortured by the enemy. For me, the “rats and garbage” metaphor is very descriptive in explaining the demonization. Thus I believe that deep level healing could be a form of lay counseling. The spiritual roots of deep-level problems did open my spiritual eyes to see God’s created order: spirit, soul, and body. 

       Kraft’s model is a method of bringing the freedom God intended to his people. But the payoff I believe is not simply in the freedom. It is when that freedom to be open to God enables us to experience the intimacy with Him that we were made for. It is time that Christians understood the powerful link between spiritual warfare and inner healing. We need to recognize the spiritual roots of our emotional wounds in order to receive deep and lasting healing. I believe that no one is able to conduct/receive inner-healing with sensitivity to the Holy Spirit. Also, to exercise one’s spiritual authority, and to love/be loved, one needs to have intimacy with God in one’s own private spiritual life.  

