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I. Introduction
      This paper is about spiritual warfare and homeschooling. It sounds odd to associate both terms together. However, when one tries to connect God’s story to ministry (Steffen 1996) and takes a covenantal approach to homeschooling (Sproul 2004), then spiritual warfare surely goes together with homeschooling like a hand and glove. Instead of persuading people to homeschool, the purpose of this paper is presenting the struggles and frustrations that Overseas-born-Chinese Christian homeschooling mothers (OBCC) are wrestling with.   
      The thesis of this paper is that the conflicts that OBCC face will be resolved eventually if their core identities come to align with the Cross first (see Appendix -- Figure 1. on p. 26). In this paper, I looked into the cross-cultural tensions in which OBCC engaged. I interviewed more than ten OBCC from various states about their lives including family, school, church, and community as a whole during January to March 2005. The conflicts that OBCC face in terms of their psychological, social, cultural and spiritual issues are described respectively. Then, the paper will conclude with ministry implications in terms of a covenantal approach to homeschooling. 
        During the course of writing, in some ways, I was also involved in warfare. People got sick, computers got virus and printers were not working right, etc. Nevertheless, embracing the warfare mindset (Arnold 1997) empowers me to have a deepened understanding of the meanings of “let go, let God” and “No Jesus no peace, know Jesus know peace.”  
II. Psychological Issues
      Besides feeling empathy toward OBCC and their families who have apparent physical sickness, while interviewing OBCC, I was reminded of the hidden parts of “Cave Girl,” “Whining Woman,” and “Mrs. Temper” (Steinberg 2001). It dawned on me how vital it is to face the true self and learn to parent ourselves. 

A. Facing Self – One’s Core Identity
     Parenting is a constant struggle for many OBCC who are experiencing inner turmoils such as shame, rejection, fear, anger, burn-out, confusion, depression, emptiness, inadequacy, loneliness and so on. Apparently, OBCC need to develop a way to nurture their core identities when they are tenuously hanging on to life.  
            1. Shame, Curses, and Rejection.
      Many OBCC homeschool in the hope that their children will have healthy childhoods in contrast to the one they already have. Sophia is one of them but her upbringing was far from positive because as she says, “Being my parents’ only child until my sister was born when I was ten, I had never felt that my dad loved me. No matter how hard I tried to please him, he did not pay attention to me.” Growing up under this shadow, Sophia could not overcome the shameful feelings about herself. Consequently, as an adult, she could not take initiative to make phone calls to care for church newcomers. “This is an obstacle for me to overcome. I hope my children can be confident in who they are in Christ as individuals,” said Sophia.  

      Similar to Sophia, Tina also needs to learn to parent herself.  Growing up as a Christian, Tina did not see her father at home a lot. Part of the reason was due to his business, but her mother’s negative personality might be another major reason. Up until today, and now in his 70’s, Tina’s father still often goes on business trips and is reluctant to settle down with Tina’s mother. Tina recalled that when she was in the third grade, her mother wrote a very touching article in “Christian Tribune.” That article was about what an incompetent mother she was. It was due to a visitor who came to her home looking at one of Tina’s drawings and commented “that little girl—Tina, is lacking mother’s love.” In Junior High, Tina attended a boarding school in Taipei. Unlike other classmates, Tina always cried about visiting home. She envied her classmates whose parents, especially immigrants from Mainland, were very tender and kind to their daughters. In contrast, what Tina’s mother wanted was to fulfill her own dream through Tina. Looking back, Tina realized that her mother grew up in the War and she was forced to live thriftily and insecurely. Tina wondered “why does Mom always put me down and compare me with others? I was always the least. She would accuse me of many things, and she hardly ever encouraged me verbally.”  
           2. Fear and Faith vs. Favor and Labor. 

     Verbal abuse, shame and rejection caused by some OBCC’s parents in their childhood might later result in issues in their adult life, including their approach to homeschooling. Fear seems to permeate and affect OBCCs in different forms and formats. 
      Tina, one year after dropping out of homeschooling, said:  
Looking back, I had been constantly under fear. I was afraid to tell people that I was homeschooling. I was concerned about issues, like curfew, and that my kids might get arrested. I was also afraid that my kids were not able to measure up to others’ expectations, such as good manners. Furthermore, I was afraid someone might tell people, who were related to my in-laws that we homeschooled.
      Tina was not the only OBCC caught by fear. Tina’s fear was share by Su and Sophia. Before homeschooling, Sophia had no faith in having only one income. As for Su, she doubted whether her decision was correct and could not sleep well at the beginning. Su often asked, “Lord, what should I do next?” The first year of homeschooling she only transferred all the files and followed the school curriculum. By doing this, she thought it would be easier for her later if she could not do it. Then she could just send her children back to school.
     3. Anger, Death and Deception.
       If fear leads to hurts, then hurts often lead to anger, death and deception. Being a pastor’s kid, Helen had disciplined herself well, but her anger, which she had recognized a long time ago, has gotten magnified while homeschooling her two pre-school age girls 24 hours a day. She knows that it is not a one time fix. She needs time to change, since this is a result of growing up in her parents’ home for 18 years. 
       Being a Chinese married woman in the US, Helen cannot cut off from her own parents. “I had tried to solve this problem by reading She is about to Blow. I also attended the Anger Resolution Seminar
,” says Helen. Besides anger, Helen had suicidal thoughts during five to twelve years of age. At that time, she told herself, “I have too many sins, therefore, it would be better for me to die than to live.” But Helen’s mother told her that it was a sin to kill in the Ten Commandments. After Helen was married, she was also fearful about what she would do if her husband or daughters died before her. She admitted the issues of death and anger related to her sensitivity to sin and had influenced the quality of her life. 

       Like Helen, Dawn had a suicidal thought at a very young age. She remembered on her sixth birthday, looking at the grass and flowers on the field, I wondered “why the grass and flowers did not need to worry about anything, but being a human I needed to face sophisticated issues such as life, death, sickness, and aging.”  Later, during her teen years, Dawn read many books written by existentialist philosophers, and she related very well with their thoughts about the vulnerability of the human nature. Thus, a suicidal thought came back. This time she decided to commit suicide as soon as she passed the joint college entrance exam since it was for her parents that she studied so hard. However, God’s grace came and Dawn became a believer on a Christian retreat right after her entrance exam over 20 years ago.   

           4. Self-doubt, Self–denial and True Self. 
      Besides the suicidal thoughts, self-doubt is another trick that the devil plays constantly on OBCC’s mind. 
      Being a believer for five years, Sarah shared, “Maybe I should wait till my faith grows stronger, then homeschool. If we are in a bad school district, we might homeschool out of necessity. But we are located in the best school district, which is a big temptation to send them there.” On the other hand, homeschooling made Sandra proud of herself. In her church small group, Sarah and her husband usually shared the vision of having godly children through homeschooling. “But how can I walk my talk if I send my two little girls to school? How do I save face since people might think I was not capable of teaching them?” Sarah asked herself. 
       If the purpose of homeschooling is to build the family altar, being new believers, Sarah doubts about whether she and her husband are able to do it. This is because compared with other homeschooling parents, who are also full time ministers, her husband does not take the lead. Plus, Pan Tera is the best grade school in the Diamond Bar district where they are located. In her opinion, homeschooling is for those children who are prodigies or learning disabled such as autistics. Sarah concluded, “What is most important for each homeschooling family is to face and evaluate their true self.”
       Every year, most OBCC ask if they should continue to go on homeschooling next year. It is a tough decision to make. “At the beginning, some questions keep on surfacing,” May, who has homeschooled for 13 years so far, says. “First, am I doing the right thing and is it enough?” At least, according to May, in public school, children just learn according to whatever pace is set by the system. But once one chooses to homeschool, then it is a different story. “Secondly, while homeschooling, many interruptions occurred such as sickness, program intrusion and procrastination. Thirdly, nobody can answer whether homeschooling is good or bad academically or spiritually,” May spoke from her own experiences.   
      Additionally, it is not every mother’s natural personality to stay home with children; neither did Ann see homeschooling as her full time career. “To me, hmm... it takes miracles, but God did it for me. What a grace!” Ann’s personal struggles were lifted up by the words of God. For her, homeschooling is a narrow way to walk, but God promised to lead her and her children, “But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it” (Mt. 7:14). Nevertheless, facing the pressure and doubt from her mother, who is a retired school teacher, Ann still needed more confirmations from the Lord. Once, the logos of Proverbs 4:23 become her personal rhema, therefore, she knew why she should homeschool, “God wants me to guard my children's hearts before they are able to do so,” she added. When Ann was young, she always wanted to go out to do ministry. 
But God does not want me to regret in the future that I didn't minister to my own children. Instead, He wants me to bless my children with my time and energy and shepherd their hearts first. Deep down in my heart, I know that homeschooling is not the ultimate goal, it is a means to help me to practice obedience to God. The biggest benefit of homeschooling for me is  that my heart has been able to settle down ever since I decided to do so. In the meantime, as soon as I obeyed, miracles happened. Two Chinese characters—the place of Blessing (福地) appeared once on my stomach when I prayed with hands laid on my belly. But I was afraid of not being able to afford the blessing of one more child. Now, my fourth child is due in September 2005. 

      On the other hand, Peggy, a homeschooling mother of seven daughters for over seven years, shares her feeling of playing the role of a wife-mother-teacher. 
It is natural for me, as a woman, to be all three since God made me so. However, I do run into problems when I listen to all the things that I am supposed to ‘do’ as a mother, teacher etc.  In which case, I found myself becoming instantly fragmented and begin to "juggle" my many roles. [Especially the "teacher" part] ). 
B. Facing Loved Ones
      Besides facing emotions maturely, OBCC need to face their love ones, such as their spouses and children. For some OBCC, their husbands were the ones who first wanted to homeschool after they attended a Bill Gothard’s seminar. They usually were caught by three benefits of homeschooling: character formation, time-saving and parent-child relationships. Most OBCC appreciate their supportive husbands leading family devotion, and teaching some of the subjects such as math and science to their children. 
      Peggy’s husband is one of those homeschooling dads who takes initiative. Peggy recalled that “My husband made the decision when our first-born was only six months. He did not change his mind some five years later when our daughter was 5 1/2, so I figure he is committed.” When Peggy was asked how do you continue and with any helps, her answer was: 
I rely heavily on my husband’s support initially, have learned to look up to God and depend on Him more as the years go by. Older children are beginning to help. And my appreciation and admiration for him has grown in ways I would never have anticipated years before. I think, however, that it is due only in part to homeschooling, but mostly from having a succession of children closely spaced.
       However, for OBCC whose spouses are neither supportive nor involved or even against homeschooling, then that would cause lots of anxiety in their hearts. The following are four accounts of OBCC and their husbands’ relationships. 
           1. OBCC and Their Husbands.
       Sarah’s husband used to be one of those fathers who only mentally supported homeschooling. He did not lead or get involved at first. Though he said that God allows them to be molded through the process, he had no sense of urgency to take on the leadership role. Thus, Sarah thinks they are not ready for homeshcooling. 

       Kathy’s husband was not a believer when she homeschooled her three little boys for two years. “The relationship with my husband was deteriorated. My marriage was falling apart. My husband is not supporting the homeschooling anymore, and I got burnt out,” Kathy recalled. As a result, she decided to stop homeschooling and to rebuild the marriage relationship and to spend more time with her husband. She affirms, “I know the homeschool, (actually, everything) can only work well with firm foundation, God, so I want to start it over.” Asked Kathy will she recommend homeschooling and in what condition? She replied quickly “Yes! Both husband and wife should commit to involve in homeschooling. Pray, pray, pray!”
       Same with Kathy, Tina believes that only the right marital relationship will contribute to a great parent-child relationship. Tina is a drop-out homeschooler after a one year try. At the end of the ATI
 homeschooling annual convention 2004, Tina’s husband wrote a heart-touching note to ask one more chance to be a homeschooling dad. Tina declined because she had no more faith in his words and she did not want to discipline her teenagers on her own again. Tina thought that if her two girls were younger, like two to three years old, then she might consider homeschooling. Tina’s parenting experience was not pleasant. Without her husband’s company, she alone went back to Taiwan with her two little girls. There was no help from friends and family members at the time. When she and her family came back to the US in 1993 again, “it was a dark age of my spiritual, marital and parent-child relationships.”
      Similar to Tina’s cross-cultural experiences, Ling also growing up in a Christian home, came from Taiwan to work on her Master’s degree in the US, and also has two daughters. Though Ling’s story has a delightful result so far, it was not easy at the beginning.  
      Being an international student, Ling’s low self-esteem and poor communication skills forced her to focus on studying hard, fellowship and boyfriend who later became her husband at that time. Following two years of study was the frustrations of job hunting and changing status. Then, Ling had two job offers, one in Northern Illinois and one in the University of Chicago. Subconsciously, Ling thought she and her boyfriend should stay at one place. Later they did marry and served at a Chinese church for a long time. Somehow, Ling’s spiritual growth looked passive and laid back. There was no huge breakthrough until they moved to San Diego in 1993. 
At that time, I felt I was sacrificing and I did not like California at all because there were lots of younger immigrant students. I left all I had, including a good job and relationships in Chicago in order to help my husband pursue his dream. Once, I grumbled about being a full time mother. I told myself that I must find a job. But both my spiritual and marital life was at the bottom of the valley as lots of conflicts had occurred. One time while struggling with my marriage, with tears in my eyes, I sat in my car in the parking lot of my work, the New Life radio program was on and it said, “There is always hope.” This spoke to my heart and I picked up that hope. 

      Later Ling and her husband renewed their ten years marriage vow and today she has been homeschooling their two daughters for five years.  
      For Sophia, the more she sees God is all mighty, the more she sees her weaknesses. 
The Word of God is the absolute authority to me. The word says a wife needs to submit to her husband, so when I submit, everything falls in order, and there are no arguments in my marital relationship. But I might tend to wrongly restrict to my children, so I need God to show me how to correctly teach them.
            2. OBCC and Their Children. 

      Psalm 127 says that,” Sons are a heritage from the Lord, children are a reward from Him.” Yet, is a child a burden or a blessing?  Seven OBCC have seven stories to tell. 

      Twenty-two years ago in Taiwan, the idea that “a child is a blessing” Hua thought it was an odd concept. Then, she gave birth to her first son and left him to her parents-in-law, since she deemed children as burdens. Coming to the US, she and her husband had become believers and now they are one of the clergy families who homeschool, and they have been homeschooling their three children for nine years.
     Ann, on the other hand, being a Pastor’s kid and even after homeschooling for a year, still felt like Peter who walked on the water. God said to her that her children are not her burden, and that confirmation to her was like a tranquilizer bringing peace for the present and hope for the future. As her fourth one on the way, Ann says. 

God further broadened our view. Before, we thought that two kids are enough and one is not less; now we realized that it is Satan’s scheme. The Bible always said that God wants us to be fruitful and multiple no matters in good or bad situations. Whenever I saw ATI’s homeschooling families have so many children, even to 14, I saw God’s grace is huge enough for me to draw upon, even I am not a strong woman. Both physically and mentally I can not afford to so many children, but God strengthens me. 
      To be fruitful is one thing, but how to nurture and educate is another issue. What OBCC wrestle with is different in terms of their children’s ages, learning capabilities and learning styles. For those parents who have younger children, how to communicate in a way that they can understand is a big challenge. However, for OBCC who have teenaged children, what they struggle most with might be their children’s behaviors. Those troublesome issues really make OBCC’s grey hair grow quicker, like once a mother of OBCC said to her own daughter “If you keep on homeschooling, you will age ten years faster.”
       In addition, instead of clinging on to authoritarian parenting style or the ideology of “No wrong parenting at all,” some OBCC admit that they need to take initiative to say sorry to their children and without losing face. This is because children learn from what parents do as well as what they say on a daily basis.
      Again, take Ann for example. Ann used to like watching Japanese soap operas and her husband likes TV sports. However, after homeschooling, they started to practice fasting from watching TV. Before, whenever watching a soap opera, Ann was tempted to indulge with actors’ emotions to a point that she easily got depressed. Once God asked her, “Ann, what do you fill your eyes with?” 
     Ann enjoys dining out too, but she sensed that God wants her to have self-control, not just for the sake of money, but also to learn to not satisfy her own flesh. So, sometime, there is no ice cream for two days for her and her kids. Additionally, after grocery shopping, in front of her three little children, Ann would intentionally show them how to do the things she did not like to do but for God’s sake, she did it. She gave an example of “returning the shopping carts to where they belonged even on the rainy days.” 

      Ann also tried to invite God into their daily conversations and daily routines, and in the midst of it, to let her children experience the presence of God. For example, after checking out children’s books or videos from public library, Ann would asked them to lay their hands on the books or videos and ask God to clean them or let them not work if God is not pleased that they watch the videos.      
      Like Ann’s children, Helen’s two girls are also at a pretty young age. They sing many children songs together. Her older daughter already accepted the Lord at age five. Her younger daughter asked to be in charge of prayer before or after the Bible reading. “I will require them to do the things they should do to glorify God and benefit others. I ask them to have self-control and a sense of right from wrong to do the things they even do not like to do.”  
      Sarah has two little girls too. Being an only daughter of her parents in Mainland China, it was easy for her to become a Feminist. To avoid this, Sarah now teaches her two young girls that at home daddy is king, mommy is queen and they are princesses. “Since King has the highest authority, so daddy is the one we all need to obey.” However,  in reality, Sarah admits whenever an argument takes place, usually her husband, who came from Taiwan, would say to her, “May you be thriving and I diminished.”  

      Kathy, who was feeling very comfortable with the role of being a mother-teacher, said that part because she was learning with her three young boys. She explained this way. 
I don’t have the background of teaching, but I have positive attitudes about the learning. I wasn’t looking to manage a group of children. I was a mother, tutor, mentor, classmate and playmate to my 3 kids. By spending time with them, eventually, they will be influenced by the positive attitudes.”   

Maria, from Hong Kong, a mother of a son and a daughter, said: 

the surprising part of homeschooling is that my children have different learning style and different temperaments. They enjoy different kinds of books and learn new subjects differently. The frustrating part is when a curriculum I chose would work quite nicely with one child but totally devastated the other. Also, I feel that I do not have enough time with the children to teach them everything I want them to learn. I want them to stay at the pace of my learning style but in reality, they learn so differently than my way. I have to accept the fact that even though they learn differently, they do learn quite well and be thankful for that.
       Since homeschooling requires 24/7 attention, there are power struggles between parents and children or children and children. It is not easy to remain sane without prayer and guidance from the Holy Spirit. Especially when children are in teenage years, OBCC have a different role to play.  

      Both Tina and Sophia have teenage children. Sophia’s oldest daughter has been a strong willed child ever since she was little. It is not helpful to punish her physically; if she wanted to do anything, then she would do it. Thus, she gave Sophia a great hard time in discipline to the point that it made Sophia feel out of control. The year before they homeschooled, Sophia said that she would pray daily behind the steering wheel when she  dropped her daughter off at school and saw her make her way to the classroom every morning. 
     This dilemma also happened to Tina. Her two teenaged daughters did not care if they were homeschooled or not. “Do whatever you should do” was their attitude. They thought they had no power to change. They see stopping homeschooling as a penalty for their disobedience to Tina’s requirements. “My frustrations over their reaction might have hurt them too,” Tina reflected.
       The generation gap is only magnified between OBCC and their American born children (ABC) while OBCC negotiate with the American world at large in which their children are growing up in, as well as their Chinese cultural heritage and biblical values that do not always seem to fit well in this context. The process of homeschooling for OBCC becomes an experience of crossing language, cultural and national boundaries (Louie 2004: 146).

III. Social–Cultural Issues
      Basically, parents and teachers are Asian immigrant children’s two primary socialization agents. Once a student enters the public school system in the US, the teacher becomes the significant change agent in this child’s life. However, student violence, youth crime, and gang warfare present serious problems for the current American school system. School violence dramatizes a serious decay in the very fiber of American society that so far has defied correction. What worries OBCC the most in the US public  education is its lacking of academic focus and offers virtually nothing in terms of character and spiritual formation.
A. Facing the Public 

       The outcomes of socializing a Chinese child in the US are developing and encouraging the child to be self-confident, self-realized, and a high achiever according to American standards. However, these standards also depend on the degree of acculturation of the immigrant family and children to American society. The more acculturated the Chinese family, the more tension there may be for some families in integrating values of American independence and Chinese mutual dependence or American equality and Chinese hierarchical sexism. Therefore, regarding homeschooling, Helen said, “My relatives seem to be skeptical against it, usually about the lack of peer socialization. Friends of my age seemed to be interested although most would not consider it for themselves.” 
       Asked OBCC what are their impressions of the formal schooling and the goals for their children in terms of academic achievement, socialization, character formation and discipleship, Peggy’s answer is a typical reply. 

My experience of primary school in Taiwan has provided structure and disciplines desirable for the formative years, but in my opinion, too academically driven. I have found my Junior and Senior High School experience in the US highly humanistic and antagonistic to God and moral, up-right living. I have found my college education in US somewhat irrelevant to the job that I later held. Therefore, academically, I desire that they learn to read, write and speak well and acquire sufficient basic academic skills so as not to hamper them in their pursuit of various opportunities in life or in pursuing higher education on their own. In terms of socialization, I desire that they learn to have more in-depth and meaningful relationships at home and in local church family. I desire that they will have strong and healthy relationships in their future homes and thus, I think, be better equipped to reach out. In terms of character formation and discipleship, I don't feel very adequate in setting goals for them as I myself am learning alongside them and they are well aware of my struggles. We look up to God's mercy in this department!  
           1. Competition vs. Confidence. 

      Formal education in the US encourages creativity and independent thinking; however, it lacks academic foundations, socialization is intense for the children and character formation and discipleship are virtually non-existent. Therefore, for the sake of character formation the majority of OBCC choose to homeschool. 
       Sophia does not like the competitive spirit in the public school where her teenaged daughter was. “How can she be confident in this highly competitive academic environment?” she expressed with concern. As a result, she pulled her daughter out and said, “I believe she can learn to be confident in something other than the academic-driven school environment.” 

           2. Moral, Racial vs. Biblical. 

       Besides the competing and confidence issues, in this information age, under the impact of Mass Medias, while homeschooling, OBCC also need to be aware of the moral, racial issue as well as rejection and hurt that their children might encounter. Maria shares her feelings about formal schooling in the US this way:
I have heard many news about public school in the US about gangs, crimes, and other disciplinary problems. That tells me that they are not teaching relationships either. Teachers have a hard time controlling classrooms let alone teaching. Even in Christian schools, there are alcohol and drug problems. I have doubt about how much kids will get out of these environments.

        Basically, OBCC might not complain about the public or private school teachers personally. However, they do not like the content of curriculum the teachers teach and it usually is in conflict with OBCC’s Christian values. This includes Halloween school projects, practicing Yoga, evolution and homosexual marriages in which Adam and Steve replace Adam and Eve. 
      Julia is an example. Being a wife of a church pastor, Julia reflected that the public school her oldest daughter attended was in the Covina area where the Chinese were the minority at the time. Before homeschooling, her oldest daughter had encountered racial discrimination and rejection during the five years in public school. Now, being a college student, she only associates with non-Caucasian classmates. She tends to be more withdrawn and feels far more comfortable with Asian students. When Julia found out this, she helped her daughter to pray and forgive and she said:  

            If I can go back to live again, I will deal with this issue earlier. Besides,  

children speak dirty words in school, these children might watch TV all the time since both their parents work. Most of them are from both private and public schools, and all my six children feel secure at home as there is no room for rejection at home and it is easy for my family to say sorry to each other. But my children might get hurt from kids’ mean talk at church or at school.
B.  Facing Trans-Cultures and Trans-Generations 
      The culture of Chinese Christian immigrants, in some ways, is similar to Jewish culture. Since OBCC left their homeland, they are not only crossing a geographical boundary, but also a cultural boundary before settling down in the US as their Promised Land. They are entrusted with the responsibility of passing their spiritual heritage to the next generation. Homeschooling, thus, becomes one of the alternative educations that OBCC adopt to educate their next generation. 
           1. East, West and around the Globe. 

      For a long period of time, Chinese people have been influenced by the fundamental beliefs and values of Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism, which might be like a cultural prison for OBCC. This is because when speaking of cultural symbols and Chinese beliefs, even today, most of the Chinese people are proud to call themselves the offspring of the dragon. Along with this cultural symbol of the dragon is an expectancy to compel to excel (Louie 2004). Under the influence of this worldview, the majority of Chinese parents would require their children to excel in every aspect of life, including schooling. The ideology of academics surpasses others (萬般皆下品，惟有讀書高 ) has driven most Chinese parents to believe that, by excelling in academics, their children will be guaranteed successful lives. 
      This particular ideology of upholding academics is like the DNA in the gene of the Chinese people. OBCC are hardly exceptions. Therefore, many frustrations and struggles occur while OBCC wrestle with the traditional cultural ideology, new immigrant culture and the Word of God as they dare to teach their children who are born in a mainstream culture other than their own. In the meantime, the deep-rooted Chinese filial concept of “No wrong parenting at all” (天下無不是父母 ) starts crumbling down. 
           2. Generational Curses vs. Reconciliation.  

      It is obvious that the process of culture change for OBCC includes embracing or breaking away from the traditions, being renewed with the redemption of God, and reconciling and transforming the dynamics of family life. However, very often, there is a lack of communication which occurs between the two generations of Chinese immigrant families. One of the most impressive examples of such a situation is Amy Tan’s “Joy Luck Club” which portrayed the tensions between mother–daughter relationships (Yuan 2000). 
      Fortunately, homeschooling can be a transformative avenue toward generational reconciliation while making new meanings and serving new functions through a new form of parenting and schooling for OBCC around the globe and in the US especially. As the family dynamics of OBCC shift in the post-modern era, homeschooling helps OBCC to become an instrument of reconciliation.

      Yet, should family or ministry come first? For those OBCC, whose husbands are full time ministers, might face the dilemma between “guarding one’s own children’s hearts before go out to ministry,” or believing that “If we take care of God’s family, then God would take care of our family.”  
       Mary Lu, the wife of a church senior pastor, sighed that in some way, homeschooling is doing ministering at home, actually it is an invisible and even harder ministry. There is no appreciation, confirmation, and applauds. However, now she dearly embraces the divine vision of generational reconciliation through homeschooling. This is because homeschooling, for her, is a God-given opportunity to learn to say sorry to her children and to fulfill their needs which had been neglected for years for the sake of church ministry. Furthermore, a dilemma could be turned into a gap-bridging opportunity. 
      Once, while homeschooling, the Spirit of the Lord led Mary Lu in a dream to say sorry to X generation on behalf of Generation X’s parents in terms of identification repentance. Mary Lu explained that:  

The population of Generation X in Chinese American churches overall is very capable in their academic achievement and climbing the career ladder. But somehow they are afraid to make commitments to church or personal relationships. What caused this? The Holy Spirit reminded me that Generation X’s parents who are baby boomers need to repent their hippie-style rebellion and their ignorance to the needs of their children when they were young. This is a generational curse which needs to be broken. 
Mary Lu then realized that the father’s heart of God’s intentions for parents to their children is like “David shepherded them with integrity of heart; with skillful hands he led them” (Ps. 78:72).
IV. Spiritual Issues

       Besides the psychological, social-cultural issues, another dimension that OBCC will encounter is the spiritual issues which are related to their faith communities.  
A. Facing Faith Communities 

     When facing their faith community, OBCC are encouraged by their homeschooling community’s prayer support, fellowship and potluck gatherings. Thus they are able to develop friendship with families who are like-minded, and their children may participate in some of the group activities. Maria’s situation is rarely fortunate.   

For me they are very tight together. That is one reason I choose this support group. I am able to stay contact with my school group more frequently. I feel that homeschool groups have closer and stronger support because we have a common goal.  We are all families with normal family issues as well as school age kids with schooling issues.  I am closer to the other homeschool moms than the moms with kids at school.

       Most OBCC still experience struggles and frustrations whether having or having no support group. First, having no support group is one phenomenon. May started homeschooling thirteen years ago. Same with Mary Lu and Julia, Mary is also the wife of a pastor. In retrospect, she said, “Back then, we were the only Chinese homeschooling family in Kansas City, Kansas. There was no support group available and no former example to follow.” Even today, in an area with a heavy Chinese population like Orange County, Helen still has a hard time finding a support group which fits her needs. Helen eagerly said “I joined the ATI association but I want to join a free ISP program in Orange County if I can find one.”  
      Secondly, if a homeschooling community is available, then how OBCC balance between the church community and the homeschooling community is a weekly struggle.  This is because the homeschooling community is different from the church community in terms of settings and focus. While outreach is the focus of the church community, the focus of the homeschooling community is limited to the area of family matters. More often than not, a church community is a ministry field full of people with secular views. Church people might deem homeschooling as a weird thing. As a result, this might be a pressure to OBCC who are new believers, like Sarah and her husband. Through a support group’s encouragement and vision sharing, they might be motivated to do so. 

       For Ann, homeshcooling is a matter of heart, “it is for the sake of guarding my 
children’s hearts and laying a solid foundation for them to immerse in the word of God 
through daily routines.” However, when her preschool children go to Sunday school for 
a half hour a week, things might go out of control. 

My children might pick up from other Sunday school children some obscene stories, foolish talk, and coarse jokes which are not allowed at home. This is a huge struggle for my husband and I. We are still waiting for God’s instructions to know what we should do. We are co-workers at our church; it would not be a good solution to take our kids out of Sunday school. Although we still seeking God’s guidance regarding kids worshiping with adults, but we do not know yet. While we are at church, two thirds of the time we are serving. 
       Ann is not alone in facing this situation. Being the wife of the church senior pastor, Mary Lu declared, “I try to be balanced by standing in the middle of the secular view of the church community and the conservative view of the homeschooling community. Some church people might think I am weird.” 
       Another pastor’s wife, Julia has a different take on this as she comments on grace and knowledge of God. Instead of demanding like Paul in his younger age, Julia now is more relaxed and focused on having mercy and compassion in facing the two faith communities. Due to her evangelical Christian background, she states, “In homeschooling community, I see my human weakness in emphasizing outer appearances like Pharisees. But after experiencing the life-transformation in the Vineyard movement, now I focus on God’s love more than anything else.” 
B. Facing Friends and Foes On-line 

      Besides networking with the above two real faith communities, there is a virtual community where OBCC would encounter friends and foes. On the web there is a total of 3,352 groups which are related to homeschooling. Among them, there are 317 groups formed by the body of Christ. This includes a Chinesehomeschoolers group which supports those who are Chinese homeschoolers. 
      It can be interesting to read about other Mom's experiences and solutions on-line, but 
Peggy thinks she cannot depend on it for support or practical help. 
I have found that it is often more expedient to turn to God and my husband for advice. In general, I have found "peer counseling" amongst mothers less than desirable, especially in its tendency to unwittingly undermine respect toward husbands. Teachings by older woman or fathers can be more helpful in many respects. For someone in my "season" with small children to care for, they can simply take up too much time. On the other hand, sharing prayer requests can expands ones horizon beyond one's own four walls.
      In the meantime, there are groups formed to oppose homeschooling. For example, Parents_Against_Home_Schooling claims that homeschooling parents are control-freaks and cannot stand to have anyone disagree with them on any topic. Some groups were formed to have a different worldview other than Christian conservative perspective. These groups include Liberal_Homeschoolers_Unite, Homeschoolers_for_Harry_Potter, and Hindu-Homeschoolers etc. 

       Additionally, there is a group named NW_pagan_homeschoolers. By pagan, it means those families practicing earth-based religions, Wicca in all its varieties, Druidism, etc. This is a closed list and is open only to Pagan families. In addition, another group like Secular Homeschoolers of Georgia is formed for homeschoolers regardless of religious affiliation or lack thereof. Keywords used to search this group include science, evolution, secular, inclusive, Jewish, Pagan, Muslim, Islam, Unitarian, Buddhist, Hindu, atheist, agnostic. Christianity apparently is not included.

C. Let Go Let God like Mary Did  
      How do OBCC face those visible and invisible conflicts? Peggy shares her way of resolution in frustration and in hope (Anderson 1993):  

I was surprised how fragile my plans, goals, aspirations, and schedules really are in the face of -- not some grand tragedies or difficulties -- but, the commonplace pregnancies and baby care. I was frustrated with my lack of physical strength and ability to implement all that I have wanted to do. … There are specific generational weakness and sinful tendencies that my husband and I have each observed. We trust that these weaknesses can be overcome and become strengths through the redemptive work of Christ in our lives. More specifically on my side includes rejection of identity and role of woman, harboring bitterness, fear of man rather than God etc. 
      There are a crowd of testimonies in the Bible that OBCC can learn from. Abraham, Moses, Jonah and Mary are some of the major characters. Abraham lived in a pagan land when God called him out. Then he obeyed and left. Abraham at first was not a faith giant but his faith reached a peak when he offered his son Isaac to God. Like Abraham, OBCC’s faith grows as they offer their children to God through homeschooling. Like Jonah, before homeschool, OBCC might turn away from God’s calling for some years before a big fish swallows them up. Some OBCC also identify with Moses who was poor in speech but God equipped him and called him to ministry. Thus, “Your strength will equal your days” (Deut. 33:25b) and “For his yoke is easy and his burden is light (Mt 11:30) became two favorite scriptures of some OBCC. This truth is evident that in 24/7 homesschooling, as OBCC experience “Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit” (Zec. 4:6). Furthermore, when OBCC let go and let God, like Mary, “a sword will pierce your own soul (Lk. 2: 33-35) and being called blessed by all generations (Lk. 1:48).
VI. Conclusion

      Therefore, if one sees homeschooling as a ministry field and connect God’s story  ministry, OBCC would be the ones who answer God’s righteous calling. To face Jesus, a covenantal approach to homeschooling should be the way to go (Sprout. 2004). While encountering their psychological, social, cultural and spiritual issues, OBCC face their core identity, their loved ones and communities to experience their personality complexities inside their minds, and the external manifestations to common occurrences. Helen shares what her expectations of homeschooling would be like. “For my children, I hope they will be ready to live on their own by the time they turn 18. For my family, I hope we will be able to work together in ministry, instead of having the children as hindrances to ministry. For myself, I hope I will be able to overcome my own character flaws.” 
       Susanna Wesley, who had 19 children in a span of 20 years, is a great example. While dearly embracing “as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (Josh. 24:15), Susanna was first and foremost a mother. For her, motherhood was a calling--a vocation. Her prayer according to Foster is one of the finest expressions of the incarnational model. 
Help me, Lord, to remember that religion is not to be confined to the church, or closet, nor exercised only in prayer and medication, but that everywhere I am in Thy presence. . . May all things instruct me and afford me an opportunity of exercising some virtue and daily learning and growing toward Thy likeness. . . Amen (Foster 1998: 237). 

      Thus, Like Susan Wesley, for OBCC the goal of homeschooling is seeing their next generation bear fruit, grow in grace, and become more and more like Christ. While the warfare is going on, to have rest for their souls, those OBCC, with humility, are seeking His best for their families. They take seriously the covenantal approach to homeschool their sons and daughters who will later grow up as Elijah and Esther warriors of the 21st century. 
       I would envision when the trumpet blows, OBCC will sing along with “I have decided to follow Jesus” while a marching band proceeds as the Lord announces victory, and they--throngs of women composed of OBCC -- shout the happy news loudly to all nations! (Ps. 68:11, NLT). 
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� http://iblp.org/iblp/seminars/anger/


� Founded in 1984, the � HYPERLINK "http://ati.iblp.org/" �Advanced Training Institute International� (ATI, http://ati.iblp.org/atii/ ) is an individualized, home education program that is Biblically based and parent-supervised. The core curriculum is the Wisdom Booklets, a 3,000-page amplification of the Sermon on the Mount. Wisdom Booklets are interdisciplinary and age-integrated, enabling the family to learn together, focus on developing Godly character, and study academic subjects through the grid of Scripture.








